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 A s the forces of nature converged on 
Roanoke on 11 October, so too did 

the members, families and friends of the 
29th Division Association. The day before, 
Hurricane Michael made landfall on the Flor-
ida panhandle as a Cat-
egory 4 hurricane with 
sustained winds of ap-

proximately 155 mph.  

The storm literally de-
stroyed the gulf coast 
town of Mexico City. By 
the 11th the remnants of 
the storm were bearing 
down on western Virgin-
ia with torrential down-
pours. For those who 
made the drive south 
down Interstate 81, it 
was a white-knuckler 
most of the way with 
flash flooding in the Ro-
anoke area. The sight of 
the Holiday Inn ï Valley View was a very 
welcome one after such a harrowing trip. 

Even more so was the hospitality suite. As 
soon as one entered, the storm and nasty 
ride were forgotten, as the warmth and ca-
maraderie were palpable throughout the 
room. As old friends renewed acquaintances 
and newcomers introduced, the atmosphere 
raised the spirits and confirmed that this was 
an organization that revered and cherished 
its purpose. There was laughter and spirited 
conversation with the food that would be 
ever present throughout the weekend avail-
able in abundance. PO Frank Shilow was 
doing a brisk business with everything from 
books to pins to jackets and hats available 
for purchase. 

After an evening of reminiscing and reac-
quainting, Friday morning dawned with clear 
skies and the blustery winds that always trail 
the hurricanesô rainstorms. As everyone 

boarded the bus to travel to Bedford one 
had to marvel at the beauty of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains as they provided the back-
drop for the dayôs journey. As the group 
travelled the 30 miles from the hotel to the D

-Day Memorial, PNC Bill 
King, Post #64 Com-
mander, provided com-
mentary about both the 
history and nature of this 
area of Virginia. 
    One story really reso-
nated with the group and 
that one involved the 
roots of the 116th Infantry 
Regiment. Citing BG Ted 
Shueyôs book ñEver For-
ward,ò PNC King recount-
ed the Battle of Point 
Pleasant which some 
consider to be the begin-
ning of the American 
Revolution. The site of the 

battle was in the western part of the Virginia 
colony near the Ohio River, now West Virgin-
ia, and part of Dunmoreôs War. 

Lord Dunmore was the British colonial 
governor of Virginia and the last royal resi-
dent of the Governorôs Palace in Williams-
burg. The Augusta County Militia, recruited 
in the Shenandoah Valley, fought the Shaw-
nee and Mingo tribes. On 10 October 1774 
the Indians under Chief Cornstalk am-
bushed the militia at Point Pleasant but were 
soundly defeated and forced to retreat.  

The Battle of Point Pleasant predated the 
battles at Concord and Lexington that oc-
curred in April 1775. The Virginia militia 
played a major role in the Revolution and 
ironically forced Lord Dunmore and the Brit-
ish troops out of the colony. Thus began the 
rich history that led to the Stonewall Brigade 
and ultimately the 116th Regiment. 
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&ÅÒÒÉÓ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÁÓ 
ÎÅ× ςωÔÈ )ÎÆÁÎÔÒÙ 
$ÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄ 
ÓÅÒÇÅÁÎÔ ÍÁÊÏÒ 
RICHMOND, VA ï Command Sgt. 
Maj. Alan M. Ferris has been select-
ed to serve as the new 29th Infantry 
Division command sergeant major, 
according to an announcement 
made Oct. 26, 2018, by Maj. Gen. 
Timothy P. Williams, the Adjutant 
General of Virginia.  

Ferris succeeds Command Sgt. 
Maj. Ronald L. Smith, Jr. who now 
serves as the Virginia Army National 
Guard command sergeant major.  

Ferris has served as the Virginia 
National Guard senior enlisted lead-
er since Dec. 1, 2014, in a tradition-
al Guard status, and his effective 
date of assignment in the new posi-
tion will be Dec. 1, 2018. 
ñCommand Sgt. Maj. Ferris has 

been my trusted advisor for the last 
four years, and his advice and coun-
sel have been invaluable as the Vir-
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Monsieur Bernard Marie 


