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New CSM for 29th
Infantry Division:
Daryl Plude

BOWLING GREEN, VA. – Command
Sgt. Maj. Daryl Plude took responsibility as the command sergeant major
of the Fort Belvoir-based 29th Infantry
Division from Command Sgt. Maj.
Alan Ferris May 8, 2021, in Bowling
Green, Virginia.
Maj. Gen. John Rhodes, commanding general of the 29th Infantry Division, presided over the ceremony that
included an exchange of the noncommissioned officer sword that repre(Continued on page 14)
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29th Division Association Convention
at Gettysburg to highlight Culp’s Hill

The Wyndham Gettysburg in Pennsylvania is the site of our 2021 Annual Convention —
October 28-31, 2021. Nearby activities include shopping at nearby Outlet Shoppes, wine
tasting at local vineyards, or golf at The Links at Gettysburg, to name a few.

This year the 29th Division Association
will be holding its annual convention and
reunion in Gettysburg at the Wyhdham Hotel, October 28 – 31.
After a delay in 2020 due to the pandemic,
there is even more excitement about the
event at such a sacred American venue.
With that being the case, National Commander Pete Hinz is extending an open
invitation for all to attend who are interested
to register to attend, regardless if you are a
member of the Association or not.

Gettysburg National Military Park is without a doubt the most visited battlefield in
the United States. It is not unusual to see
license plates from all corners of the country at the visitor center. People come from
far and wide, including internationally, to
visit this magnificent park that has been
commemorated with a multitude of statues,
monuments, markers and cannons.
One of the highlights of the Convention
will be a tour of Culp’s Hill conducted by Jim
(Continued on page 9)

29th ID cases colors, begins federal active duty
BOWLING GREEN, VA – Virginia and
Maryland National Guard Soldiers assigned
to the Fort Belvoir-based 29th Infantry Division officially begin federal active duty with
a casing of the colors ceremony May 15,
2021, in Bowling Green, Virginia, and they
will uncase the colors when they arrive in
the Middle East.
More than 500 Soldiers of the 29th will
conduct a 10-month deployment in the Cen-

tral Command Area of Operations as Task
Force Spartan to provide leadership, command, control and in-depth staff analysis for
Operation Spartan Shield.
Maj. Gen. John M. Rhodes and Command
Sgt. Maj. Daryl Plude, the 29th Infantry Division command team, cased the colors signifying the official start of the unit’s mission.
“The blue and gray patch we proudly wear
(Continued on page 4)
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seum “World War II American Experience” is under construction,
we are not yet able accurately plan a visit, to include the cost.
We are working on these two Thursday events and we will be
sure to share information (via the Association website, Facebook
Page, and other means) as soon as it is available.
You should be experiencing a heightened social media effort
It is marvelous to be enjoying increasing freedom of movement
on the part of the Association. We wanted to make sure that
and socialization that comes with being immunized and with the
once the decision was made to hold the Conference, we could
overall weakening of the hold the pandemic has had over our
inform and excite people about coming. So we have worked to
daily life – in person events are now a reality! I hope that everyvitalize our Facebook page, to create an Instagram account for
one who attends the Convention in 2021 will make up for the
2020 postponement and have twice as good a time! Lynda and I the Association, to make the Convention portion of the web page
more functional (e.g., on-line registration), and to communicate
plan to come a couple of days early and to stay an extra day so
more frequently with members and friends through emails and ewe can fully enjoy Gettysburg.
I will ask that everyone be considerate of the health and safety newsletters. We hope to keep the social media effort active past
the Convention and make our posts and messages something
of your fellow 29th Division Association members and Conference attendees! It is more than likely that a significant number of look forward to, keeping the interest of our members, especially
our new members. What will be very special in the future will be
people attending the Convention are in high-risk health categoachieving the goal of making it easy for posts to share events,
ries. The Corona virus (COVID-19), like a cold or flu virus, will
always be a part of the future. We will follow the guidelines of the news, and people, and to provide the means for us to hear from
Wyndham and the state and local governments. The best current soldiers currently serving in the 29th.
This marks my final “National Commander’s Message” in The
advice is that even once vaccinated, you should continue the
Twenty-Niner. It has been an interesting challenge to complete a
hygiene practices (handwashing, care in public facilities, and
social distancing when unmasked around people you don’t know/ two-year tenure across the COVID pandemic. As social contact
was shut down across the country, many feared that social ortrust) that have proven to be effective at reducing the spread of
ganizations such as the Association might suffer irreparable damCOVID-19 (as well as the flu and the common cold, great and
age. But our Association members, Post Leadership Teams, and
significant collateral benefits).
You may notice on the Registration Page two events for Thurs- the National Executive Council rallied to embody the first part of
our preamble: “…to perpetuate the friendships we cherish; to
day (Eisenhower Farm and WWII Museum that have “TBD” for
the price. For the Eisenhower Farm, the tour season ends before keep alive the spirit that never knew defeat…” We have adapted
and evolved and stand stronger to meet the challenges of continthe Convention. We are hoping to work out a special tour for
uing to grow and improve our Association. Thus I offer my sininterested Convention members, but we don’t have adequate
cerest thanks to all who have worked so hard and contributed so
information at the time of this submission. Similarly, as the mumuch. I welcome and wish the best to the incoming National
Commander and look forward to supporting the new leadership
team as the latest and newest member of the PNC (Past National
Commander) Club!
Vol. 65 No. 2
Stay healthy and see you in Gettysburg!
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"29 Let's Go!"
Peter C. Hinz
National Commander
29th Division Association

Vouchers available
for WWII veterans to attend the convention
The National Executive Committee unanimously approved at
its June meeting that all World War II veterans receive a
$500.00 voucher to attend the convention/reunion.
The voucher is in the form of a check that may be used toward travel, hotel and banquet expenses.
To apply for a voucher contact Assistant National Executive
Director, William Mund at 443-529-4233 or e-mail him at duster197329@gmail.com.
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TAPS
The following list shows names of known 29ers and their
ladies or family members who died and their deaths reported
from 11 March 2021 through 1 July 2021. We are indeed
saddened and mourn their passing. We extend our deepest
sympathy and love to their families and loved ones. We pray
that they and all of our earlier deceased 29ers and ladies
may rest in peace. Amen.

Agee, Ivy C., Post 5, B/111FA, Gordonsville, TV 12/16/19
Bernstein, Stanley, Post 85, SVC/115, Bronx, NY 2/21/19
Christians, Russell, Post 94, B/104MED, Worthington, MN 7/25/08
Delk, Thomas E., Post 5, A/111FA, Poquoson, VA 11/27/20
Frick, Charles, Post 1-72, HQ/3BDE, Pasadena, MD 4/3/21
Gaudino, John J., Post 93, C/111FA, Andover, CT 1/31/17
Gomez, Raymond, Post 48, H/115, San Lorenso, CA 10/25/20
Harbaugh, Leon G., Post 729, A/729MT, Fairfield, PA 4/29/21
Hill, Theodore E., Post 88, B/116, Wilmington, DE 2/7/21
Kemp, Sherry E., Post 78, Daughter, Frederick, MD 3/6/21
Kresman, William H., Post 1.72, C115, Niagara Falls, NY 11/29/20
Lonas, Bernard J., Post 85, E/115, Simpsonville, MD 9/23/01
Lenhart, Glenn Jr., Post 78, A/115, Walkersville, MD 4/14/21
Mansberger, Arlie, Post 1-72, 104MED, Thomasville, GA 7/2/18
Marini, Carman S., At Large, 227/FA, Pittsburg, PA 2/2/20
Marshall, Bobby L., Post 88, Associate, Crisfield, MD 1/16/18
Mohr, Raymond T., Post 110, HQ/110FA Macungie, PA 7/9/19
Murrman, John E., Post 94, M/175, Latrobe, PA 11/2/20
Pavone, Philip A., Post 2, A/116, Tullahoma, TN 7/2/15
Payne, Larry D., Post 78, Purcellville, VA 3/16/19
Porter, Freeman M., Post 2, G/116, Edwardsville, IL 9/15/19
Pridmore, Walter R., Post 78, C/115, Oxford. MS 1/23/13
Quattro, Cosmos D., Post 110, I/115, Chestertown, MD 11/22/17
Ridge, Albert E., Post 729, A/115, Hagerstown, MD 1/5/18
Rothwell, Ralph K., Post 85, E/115, Elkton, MD 2/7/16
Rzepkowski, Walter, Post 1-72, 121/ENG, Pasadena, MD 1/14/21
Vickers, Walter, Post 88, K/115, Cambridge, MD 10/7/20
Walters, John L., At Large, A/115, Duncansville, PA 1/19/19
Warren, James M., Post 64, Associate, Roanoke, VA 6/20/21

Agnew, Alberta, Widow, Roanoke, VA 10/25/20

Shilow, Alice, Spouse, Baltimore, MD 6/15/21

It was decided long ago, that as long as two 29ers survive,
we shall remember and honor our comrades and ladies who
have passed to the great beyond.
You have just read a list of our comrades who have died
and whose deaths were reported to us since our last publication.
We ask survivors, friends, Post and Region Officers to
forward information, as complete as possible, on the deceased to the National Executive Director, so that we can
include them in the next issue of “The Twenty-Niner” and in
the National Reunion Memorial Service. This will only be
possible with your help.
Valerie Simmers
National Executive Director
5 Shore Drive
North East, MD 21901-3327
E-mail: vhawk0926@gmail.com

Association Merchandise
The virtual store continues to see sales from all over the country and several from our friends in France and other overseas
locations which generates revenue for the Association.
A few new items have been added and we are always looking
for items of interest to the membership. If you have something
you would like added to the store, just email me and I will do my
best to get it added.
The current plan is to have some of the older items at sale
prices available for purchase at the upcoming conference. Additionally, I will have a limited number of the “Official Class B
Hat” as well as other color hats for sale at the conference. If
these items sell out or if there are items in the virtual store you
wish to order I will be available to assist you navigating the
website and place your order while at the conference.
Tom Knight
National Finance Officer
NFO29thDivAssoc@gmail.com

An appeal to the posts
As in past years when we offered vouchers to our WWII veterans, we solicited the posts for help in funding this initiative.
We are hoping that once again the individual posts will step
forward and make a donation to support our WWII veterans.
If your post would like to participate, please contact Assistant
National Executive Director, William Mund at 443-529-4233 or
e-mail him at duster197329@gmail.com.
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Donations to the Twenty-Niner
We extend our heartfelt thanks to our membership for their generosity in contributing to the Twenty-Niner for this Summer issue.
Note our cut-off date. If your contribution did not reach our National Executive Director by 1 July 2021, then it will not be listed until
the next issue. Donation checks must be made payable to the
29th Division Association and mailed to: 5 Shore Drive, North
East, MD, 21901-3327.
Bourdeau, Mary E., Post 94, Daughter, Glens Falls, NY
In memory of her father, Oscar F. Donohue, I/115
Cook, Virginia, Post 78, Widow, Hagerstown, MD
In memory of MG Boyd H. Cook, MDARNG
Cundy, Donald, Post 94, Son, Dearborn, MI
In memory Charles Maupin
In memory of Harry L. Cundy
Hayslett, Guy M., Post 94, Son, Olney, MD
In memory of his father, Guy M. Hayslett, G/115
Hodges, Howard K., Post 94, B/115, Laurel, MD
In memory of SFC Tom McGraw
Knight, James S., Post 94, Son, Mt. Pleasant, SC
In memory of 1LT James S. Knight, Jr., E/116
Maddalena, Christine, Daughter, Flushing, NY
In memory of Sergio Maddalena, F/116
Melchionda, Mark, Post 93, Son, Sagamore Beach, MA
In memory of Joe & Angelina Melchionda
Neuwirth, Francis, Post 94, A/821TD Bn, Sleepy Hollow, NY
In honor of Edward Burke, CO of A/821 TD Bn
Parker, Virginia, Post 85, Daughter, Kennedysville, MD
In memory of Thomas A. Parker
Post 78, "Cresap's Rifles" Frederick, MD
In memory of Sherry Kemp
In memory of Glenn Henry "Doc" Lenhart, Jr.
Post 85, North East, MD
In honor of Post 85 Honor Guard
Schildt, John, Post 78, A/115, Sharpsburg, MD
In memory of PNC Paul Winters
Serra, Ralph, Post 93, C/115, Medford, MA
Veteran Corps, 5th Regiment Infantry, Baltimore, MD
In memory of CPL William Held, Sr.
Welch, Linda, Post 93, Widow, Plymouth, MA
In memory of COL Norman Welch

Important Notice concerning
online PayPal payments
Effective September 1, dues paid online via PayPal will be $15
for both new members and annual renewals. It has been many
years since we’ve increased the amount, and higher fees charged
by PayPal prompted a review and the need for the increase. Posts
will now receive the higher amount, less the fees charged by PayPal.
For those posts whose dues are currently $12 per year, each post
may decide if they want to raise dues paid by check to $15 or have a
different rate for online vs. check payment. Please let Will Mund
(duster197329@gmail.com) know the decision so that the correct
dues structure can be reflected in future Chin Straps and 29ers.
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29th casing colors
(Continued from page 1)

on our left shoulder has its own story, and today we add another
chapter to the history of the 29th,” Rhodes said. “The 29th Infantry
Division is comprised of proven ready forces, and they are carrying
on the traditions of those who went before us. We are proud to
represent our nation, our home states and the National Guard.”
Virginia Governor Ralph Northam and Maj. Gen. Timothy P. Williams, the Adjutant General of Virginia delivered remarks during
the ceremony, recognizing the service and sacrifice of the troops
as they leave their friends, families and jobs to deploy overseas.
“On behalf of the Commonwealth of Virginia and on behalf
of the state of Maryland, I just want to let you know how
proud we are of all of you,” Northam said. He acknowledged
what a difficult and challenging year it has been for everyone
and thanked the National Guard for their COVID-19 response
as well as support civilian law enforcement. He also recognized the important support from families and thanked them
for their critical role in the VNG’s mission.
“This past year has presented its share of challenge, and everyone here in this formation has proven yourself to be determined,
agile and more than up to task for which you are presented today,”
Williams said. “Your mobilization puts us on a path to mobilize
more Soldiers since 2007. The Guard’s ability to respond relies on
three key elements: our great Soldiers, our great families and our
great employers. Each plays a key role in our state and nation’s
defense. Without all of you, the National Guard could not accomplish our missions at home and abroad.”
According to their official web site, Task Force Spartan is a
unique, multi-component organization, made up of active Army
and National Guard units, rounded out by U.S. Army Reserve
support units. Through Operation Spartan Shield, Task Force
Spartan maintains a U.S. military posture in Southwest Asia sufficient to strengthen our defense relationships and build partner
capacity. Units supporting OSS provide capabilities such as aviation, logistics, force protection and information management, and
facilitate theater security cooperation activities such as key leader engagements, joint exercises, conferences, symposia and
humanitarian assistance/disaster response planning. Soldiers of
the Texas National Guard’s 36th Infantry Division currently serve
as Task Force Spartan.
Soldiers conducted mobilization training in Maryland and Virginia
and now report to Fort Hood, Texas, for the final mobilization training and will deploy from there.
This is the second time in recent years the 29th ID has deployed
as Task Force Spartan with Soldiers serving on federal active duty
from November 2016 to July 2017. They were the first intermediate division headquarters under U.S. Army Central Command and
provided mission command for joint training exercises and militaryto-military engagements with partner nations to promote regional
stability and theater security cooperation. Read more at https://
go.usa.gov/xA5xC.
By Cotton Puryear, JFHQ Public Affairs
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It was Normandy, France; it was July; it was
hot. Now, when I recall those days I sometimes
think of orange marmalade and yellow jackets.
Someone sold the Quartermaster Corps on
large cans of orange marmalade. We spread
this on “C” ration crackers, we were also issued “K” rations and on rare occasions we had
10 in 1 – one case of rations for ten men.
The assault on Normandy, “Operation Bigot
Neptune Force “O”, was on 6 June 1944, by
the 116th Infantry with the 111th Field Artillery Battalion and supporting troops of the
29th Infantry Division along with the 16th
Infantry of the 1st Division with their supporting elements and the engineer special brigade for beach operations.
It was a bloody and costly assault (the largest sea landed operation ever conducted). I
had many friends who fell on that and subsequent days. In the eyes of some there were
many heroes and gallant acts. Some of them
no one has ever known about. Those soldiers
were not thinking of heroes, just doing the job
that we had been well trained to accomplish as
well as supporting their comrades. In just about
everyone’s mind was the conviction that you
did not let your buddies down.
The Recon troop was supposed to land on DDay and proceed from the beach to assembly
areas, to St. Jean de Daye, from there to push
on to seize St. Lo. It was to be 43 days before
we would liberate and capture St. Lo.
The LST 512 was scheduled to land the
troop on Dog Green Beach adjacent to the
Vierville exit. There were two concrete gun
emplacements near this exit with 47mm guns,
one facing out to sea, the other enfilading the
beach toward St. Laurent. This was indeed a
very hot spot. Well off to the right are the cliffs
of Point de Hoc which the Ranger Battalion
under Colonel Rudder scaled only to find that
the guns that were supposed to be there had
been removed. It was an operation contested
nonetheless. The Rangers suffered very heavy
casualties, but the mission was accomplished.
In the early stages of the landings we
watched as destroyers came in and shelled
the beach area. When the ship’s ammunition
had been expended, they would withdraw
and another would take its place. I saw the
rocket launching craft move in and fire their
charges, most of which, as I saw them, fell
into the surf rather than on land. The flagship
of the invasion fleet, Cruiser Augusta, was
anchored nearby.
Early in the afternoon the skipper pulled into
the beach area; however, the beach master
refused permission to debark (the beach still
under heavy fire). The primary reason for refusal was that the anti-tank wall across the

TWENTY-NINER NEWSLETTER

Vierville exit had not been reduced and cleared
for movement to the village. As a result, we sat
high and dry just off the beach as the tide was
receding. In the evening on a rising tide, an
LCVP took the sea anchor out, then the LST
winched itself from the sandbar. We then rejoined the fleet a short way off shore. Some of
our people did go ashore that day but returned
a little later in the afternoon.
In the a.m. of D+2, after having had a ringside seat to all that was happening including
the loading of wounded to the LST sick bay,
we went in again on a rising tide. There was
some latitude in landing time. When this became apparent, we issued orders to remove
all waterproofing material, grease, tubes for
vehicle breathers, etc.; which had been installed for a surf landing.
Now we could land dry. We would, therefore, miss earlier disasters of the deadly
runnels (sand bars parallel to the beach) that
took so many vehicles and drowned so many
men in the initial assault. Landing craft would
come in, hit the sand runnels, and personnel
and vehicles would debark, advance a few
yards then sink from sight into deep water
beyond. We were most fortunate in this regard as well as benefitting us in the future
with vehicle maintenance problems.
The LST beached beside a destroyed LCI
(landing craft infantry) which had struck mines
attached to the tops of anti-landing posts which
had been set at various heights to compensate
for tide. We could see the dead and equipment
bobbing around in the water in the well of the
vessel. We were being indoctrinated.
After landing we advanced inland (after Vierville and Isigny), to the Aure River and inundated area, Longueville, St. Clair, La Meauffe,
Fossardiere, Bois de Bretel, La Forge, Emelie,
Couvains, Martinville Ridge. It was brutal
fighting. This was the Bocage country with
sunken roads and hedgerows (stones and soil
built as fences and overgrown with trees and
brush). Most of the hedgerows had been built
hundreds of year ago and were very difficult
obstacles. In most cases each hedgerow was
professionally defended by German troops,
some of whom were paratroopers. In my opinion, the German paratroopers were the best
that the German Army fielded.
The 29th Division was commanded by Major
General Charles Hunter Gerhardt. The ADC
was Brigadier General Norman C. Cota, who
had already become a legend for his activities
in getting the troops off the beach — a most
gallant man and competent officer (a soldier’s
general) — G-3, LTC William J. Witte, and G2,
LTC Paul Kznarich.
As the division battered its way closer to St.
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Lo in mid-July, General Gerhardt came up with
the idea to organize a mounted task force, fast
moving, with fire power, straight down a main
road into St. Lo. Since we had been operating
almost all cross country for several weeks, it
was assumed that the German would not expect such a bold move and variation in tactics.
The troop CP (command post) was in Bois
de Bretel, a short distance from the field at
Couvains that had been designated as the
assembly area. Units selected were on the
alert to move to the assembly area on 30minutes notice. I had been rotating platoons,
operating dismounted with the front line infantry regiments so that we could refuel,
replenish ammunition, replace casualties and
perform always needed maintenance. Tires
were routinely punctured by shrapnel. Both
1st and 2nd platoons were on line when the
alert came. Third platoon under command of
1st Lt. Thomas J. Fernley, was to have the
honor. My decision was to include the HQ
Section as well - two armored cars and two
1/4-ton jeeps. We had removed all pertinent
papers, decoders, etc.- anything that would

be of any intelligence value in the event
of capture or loss.
Organization: Lead vehicle scout jeep
from 3rd platoon with an armored car from
the section, my armored car, the balance
of 3rd platoon followed by the balance of
HQ Section, a platoon of medium tanks, a
platoon of tank destroyers, engineers,
command section of the task force and the
medical detachment.
On passing through the front lines of 1st
Battalion 115th Infantry, they were to disengage. Another unit would cover their
withdrawal, then the battalion was to follow
the task force into St. Lo. Battalion Commander was Major Glover Johns, Colonel
Edward J. McDaniels, Division Chief of
Staff had been assigned as Task Force
Commander. Major Lloyd Marr was Executive and Operations Officer. Major Bob
Minor of Division G-2 was in the command
group along with a newspaper correspondent from Baltimore, Maryland—Lou Azreal,
a very friendly, fearless and competent
reporter. He would go anywhere that
troops were fighting.
At the alert, we moved out promptly.
We had previously brought the trains
officer and some of the administrative
people forward to take over the CP in
Bois de Bretel as well as to control the 1st
and 2nd platoons.
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It was simple to organize the column upon
arrival in the assembly area at Couvains. In my
mind’s eye, I can still see the religious cavalry
near the crossroads strung with telephone
communications wire, dust a coup of inches
thick, hot, sticky and bit emotional for some. By
this time, we had become quite accustom to
operations changes and necessities.
As soon as the column was in line, we
moved out. We passed behind the Division CP
deployed in an apple orchard (time about
1430). We then passed in front of the Fossardiere Chateau which had been heavily damaged and had also been used by the Germans
as a headquarters. We turned left onto the
main road to St. Lo. Upon entering the highway, an engineer team was clearing a mine
field. We hesitated for obvious reasons until
Colonel McDaniels came rushing forward and
said ignore the mines, get going. We did and
were lucky not to have set any of them off as
we ran over the mine field. This kind of luck
happened on rare occasions.
Immediately after this incident we began to
take small arms and machine gun fire from our
right. There were casualties. When asked what
to do with the wounded, I passed the word—
put them out on the side of the road. The Medical Unit would pick them up as they advanced
with the column.
Except for sporadic small arms fire we had
little interference until we passed the old
distillery at the bottom of the hill that rises
into the town.
Moving up the hill we received heavy fire
from troops dug in throughout the cemetery
on our left. The lead jeep armed with a pedestal mount machine gun was under command of Corporal “Pop” Hinz from Minnesota armed with an M-1.
Continuing the advance, firing as we
moved, I was firing my carbine over the top
of the turret. I did not see anyone falling so
I dropped the carbine, hit jump seat handle
and unlimbered the .50 cal. on the ring unit.
When I opened up, there were quick results.
This also reduced the volume of fire that we
were subjected to.
Laying alongside the road was a badly decomposed body, apparently a woman, with a
bright orange and lavender blouse and dark
skirt with blonde or gray hair. She was used as
a reference point later on.
Reaching the top of the hill at the edge of
town, we hit a dug in position on the right. A
German stood up with a Panzer Faust (a
shoulder fired anti-tank weapon). Before he
could fire, “Pop” Hinz jumped from the jeep,
dropped to one knee and shot him through the
head, then reduced the rest of the position.
Now we began to receive heavy fire from the
buildings in the town. There was a high stone
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wall on the left that offered some protection,
but once you moved around the corner, one
received a very clear message.
I dismounted from the armored car. Harry
Eller, Radio Operator Gunner on the 37mm,
was firing to the right front and onto the hill
on the far side. A bullet or a fragment hit
him in the side of the face. It was a minor
wound but close.
This caused the recon elements to move to
the right of the road. I then ordered up a medium tank. I told him what I wanted him to do—
pull out past the corner and fire several rounds
at the buildings from which we were taking fire.
He did just as he was told. Then, I had a
problem trying to get the tank out of the way so
that the recon elements could enter. I climbed
up on the deck, beat on the turret and had the
Tank Commander move off.
I then proceeded to direct elements of the
platoon to enter the town and move to occupy the square which was the original objective. Then the tanks did the same as well as
we set up outposts around the square and
the So. Lo-Bayeux Road.
At this point, General Cota came walking up
the hill to my location. He had left his jeep at
the back of the column and wanted to know
the situation. I gave him a fast report and continued to give directions to the troops. Now the
lead element of the 1st Battalion 115th under
command of Major Glover Johns was advancing up the hill and entering the town.
While standing and talking to General
Cota, there was an explosion nearby—
mortar, I think. A fragment hit the general in
the upper arm. I can remember blood dripping from his fingers. This did not bother
him; he kept on talking and eventually went
back down the hill to the aid station at the
distillery which now was Task Force CP.
Later, he was hospitalized briefly.
As officers of the 115th arrived, I gave them
instructions about out-posting and getting patrols moving to expand into the city proper,
clearing buildings and cellars of German
troops. The HQ Section had entered the
square. LT. Fernley’s platoon was dismounted—some on outpost, the balance clearing
buildings and taking prisoners.
The city had been very badly damaged—
buildings had collapsed into the streets, three
to four foot deep. Consequently, there was no
way to move vehicles out of the square. This
was strictly a dismounted operation. We had
approached the intersection of the St. LoBayeux Road and received heavy anti-tank fire
from a distant intersecting road. Not having
contact with any artillery, we could not move to
exploit this and other adjacent roads.
At this time, the Germans realized what had
happened—that American troops were in the
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city. Artillery and mortar fire became extremely intense which caused severe loss in
casualties.
In the short period of time since the column had moved out from Couvains, a tremendous amount of activity had taken
place. We had had personnel wounded and
left on the roadside, dueling matches with
German pockets of resistance, sniper and
machine guns, reduced dug in enemy position, and entered the city under fire.
However, we also had a section of the city
occupied; patrols were advancing in all directions to expand the occupation. Many
prisoners had been captured—most from
building and cellars and still under continuous mortar and artillery fire.
Upon arriving in the square and realizing that
there was no way to move vehicles into the
streets, all troopers were dismounted other
than radio operators, which were scattered
throughout the area. Vehicles had been dispersed taking advantage of whatever protective cover was available. It was indeed a very
busy and dangerous time. I had brought my
camera with me and recall seeing the twin
towers of the cathedral in the distance. This
was about 1630. I took a hasty shot and
minutes later artillery hit the left tower which
collapsed. I took the time to take a few more
snapshots. At one point, I had asked one of
the men to take a shot of me beside the armored car. A barrage came in, he took the
picture, threw me the camera and I dived under the armored car.
Shortly after bringing the HQ Section into the
square, I was in my turret, just after an artillery
barrage. I had been dispersing vehicles into
what appeared to be a protected area when I
saw two German soldiers exit from a gate
about 100 yards away. Why they did not see
the armored car and jeeps, I did not understand? They were cautiously advancing up the
side street. I swung the ring mount .50 cal to
the left and triggered the butterfly. Regrettably,
I had, in my haste, failed to lock the pintle. As
a result, I shot up the sides of two houses. The
enemy soldiers took one look, ran and scaled
the fence and disappeared.
Later, the tank destroyers were moving
into the square, had out-posted near the St.
Lo-Bayeux Road and exchanged shots with
the German anti-tank position. Not having
an infantry unit for protection, they did not
attempt to advance.
When Major Johns joined us in the city, he
and I began to coordinate our efforts on a joint
basis. There was just so much that had to be
accomplished and time was short. However,
we did get thoroughly organized and were
successful in our plans. Major Johns set his
(Continued on page 10)
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Things to do before, during and after the 2021 Convention
After trying for a number of years to hold the annual convention
in Gettysburg, the Association finally succeeded in 2020. Everyone was excited with the prospects of reuniting at such an iconic
American setting. Unfortunately, the excitement waned when
COVID appeared early in the year. However, we were fortunate
to be able to rebook at the beautiful Wyndham Hotel for 2021.
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/gettysburgpennsylvania/wyndham-gettysburg/overview.
The Association is planning to have a very memorable reunion
in October with many events scheduled for the weekend including
battlefield tours, museum visits, a special night at the Cyclorama
and an excursion to the outlets.
But there is so much more to do in the Gettysburg area. Because the National Military Park is the most visited park of its kind
in the world, there are many other attractions in the town and
surrounding region that appeal to all ages. To allow for convention attendees to plan a full vacation around the convention, the
Association secured the special rate of $117/night at the Wyndham for three days before and three days after the convention.
The Association encourages all attendees to arrive earlier, stay
longer and invite friends (this convention is open to all!). To whet
your appetite for a special vacation, we are providing some information about the many activities and venues that are available in
the vicinity.
The number one source for information about Gettysburg is
Destination Gettysburg, https://destinationgettysburg.com/. Here
are some of the special events quoted from the website that will
occur around the time of the 2021 Convention:
Escape from Seminary Ridge! October 29
“Escape from Seminary Ridge is a historically-themed escape
room housed in historic Schmucker Hall, built in 1832 and integral
to the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg.
“As the fighting west of Gettysburg rages through the afternoon
of July 1, 1863, Union General Oliver Otis Howard is relying on a
small Signal Corps team in the attic of the Lutheran Seminary to
predict the Confederates’ potential movements and points of attack. The enemy is closing in; you only have an hour to gather
what information you can before you must retreat or be taken
prisoner.”
“Can you…Escape from Seminary Ridge?” Open to groups of 8.
– Our escape room is located in the attic, which is not accessible by elevator. Elevator is available to the 4th floor, where you
must climb one flight of stairs to reach the attic. Inside the room
there is no heavy lifting, no need to climb or crawl. Seating is
available upon request.
– Children are welcome, but we recommend that participants are
at least 12 years of age.”
For questions, contact the Seminary Ridge Museum by phone at
717-339-1300 or by email at info@seminaryridgemuseum.org
Ghost Stories Around the Bonfire October 30
“Enjoy local Gettysburg ghost lore and site-specific stories
about paranormal experiences around the fire outside at Battlefield B&B. Bundle up to enjoy thrills and chills!
Most performances at 8pm (except June & July, when the sun
sets later, so the show is at 9pm…)

Lance Windish is a professional actor, educator and circus performer. Lance has entertained audiences of all ages for over 25
years, performing in NYC, LA and everywhere in between. Favorite credits include Cirque du Soleil, Lincoln Center and David
Letterman.”
Call 917-449-9199 for ticket information.
Haunted Bus Tour October 30
Journey through The Gettysburg countryside as your guide entertains you with stories of history and paranormal tales. During
this 1 hour 45minute journey you
will depart the bus
at the Sachs Bridge
and at The Gettysburg College for
strange tales of the
unexplained.
If you choose to
join us for this adventure, make reservations early as
this popular tour sells out in advance! There is quite a bit of walking involved in this tour.
Mystery Tour/Untold Tales Walking Tour October 30 and 31
Meet a Licensed Town Guide for a Mystery Walking Tour of
Untold Tales. You might hear about a murder in Gettysburg that
has never been solved! You will hear tales of secret meetings
and strange circumstances surrounding the burials of civilians
and soldiers.
Duration is 60 minutes. Easy walking tour with stops around the
center of Gettysburg. Social distancing will be promoted. By reservation only. Must reserve via phone or website within one hour
of the tour.
President Lincoln’s Visit Evening Walking Tour November 1
“Experience President Lincoln’s 25 hours in Gettysburg by walking where he walked and seeing what he saw. Learn about the
planning of the Soldiers National Cemetery and the Dedication
Ceremony. Hear the civilians’ stories of what they saw and heard
those two days in November.”
Duration is 60 minutes. Easy walking tour with stops around the
center of Gettysburg. Social distancing will be promoted. By reservation only. Must reserve via phone or website within one hour
of the tour.
Dining in the Gettysburg Area
“From historic taverns to ethnic cuisine, farm-to-table dining to
unique edibles, the tastes of Gettysburg are sure to please every
palate.”
Here are some dining options to consider:
“Experience world-class dining at its best at Antrim 1844’s
Smokehouse Restaurant!” The gourmet six-course meal designed by a renowned Executive Chef will far surpass your expectations of a meal. While the intimate setting of the historic
Mansion provides an experience all of its own. Only minutes from
Gettysburg in Taneytown, MD.
https://www.antrim1844.com/dining
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“Garryowen Irish
Pub is Gettysburg’s
only Irish-Owned pub
offering a genuine taste
of Ireland through
“Ceol, cainte agus craic” ~ “Music, talk and
fun.” Their kitchen prepares the most authentic Irish fare in the area
from the owners’ family recipes, with many ingredients imported
directly from Ireland. Paired with traditional pub fare, weekly specials and homemade soups, the menu is sure to satisfy the most
discerning of tastes.” https://garryowenirishpub.net/index.html
“The Ragged Edge Coffee House, a staple in Gettysburg for
fifteen years, is more than a place to grab a cup of coffee. One
step inside and the aroma of their own Ragged Edge Roasting
Co. coffees will awaken your senses. Beyond traditional and specialty coffees, Ragged Edge offers a tasty variety of smoothies as
well as a full menu of breakfast and lunch items and their own
fresh baked pastries. https://www.facebook.com/raggededgecoffeehouse/
Mansion House is a “Farm-to-Table “restaurant that strives to
create a memorable
eating experiences in
the relaxing small-town
setting of Fairfield,
Pennsylvania. The
restaurant will utilize
local farms, markets,
orchards, cheesemakers, breweries,
bakers, wineries,
butchers, and businesses in order to share the bounty of Adams
County, Pennsylvania. Chef Keeney will change the menu to
reflect the harvest of the seasons.
https://www.mansionhouse1757.com/
Interesting Places to Visit in the Surrounding Area
“Hagerstown Premium Outlets® offers over 60+ stores featuring designer and brand name outlet stores including Gap Outlet, Under Armour and more. Enjoy exceptional brands at extraordinary savings of 25% to 65% off every day.”
https://www.premiumoutlets.com/outlet/hagerstown
New Oxford is considered to be the antique capital of central
Pennsylvania. Many
visitors come to town
every year seeking
deals on collectibles.
There are dozens of
shops around town to
browse. New Oxford is
only 6-7 miles east on
the York Pike from the Wyndham Hotel.
“The Military Heritage Museum in Carlisle offers something for
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everyone who wants to get closer to history that truly matters—
from veterans and families to history and military buffs to students and educators to American and international tourists.”
“Through their galleries of authentic artifacts and veteran-led
tours, the museum provides a unique, highly personal look at the
men and women who served in all five U.S. military branches
across nearly three centuries of U.S. military history, what they
experienced and how they are presently serving and will serve in
the future.”
“Among the many activities that will help visitors connect to, discover and engage with our military’s profound
history, contributions and sacrifices are:
 More than 30,000 authentic and one-of-a-kind artifacts that
played an actual role in history, along with more than 1,000
original historical documents.
 Four engaging, interactive and technology-enhanced exhibit
galleries that tell the military’s history from the War for Independence to the Global War on Terror.
 A Hall of Heroes honoring all who have served, including Florida’s Medal of Honor recipients and the Museum’s own
“Wall of Warriors.”
 Technology-enabled oral history exhibits and kiosks of veteran
stories, Witness to War accounts and “Letters from Home.”
 A Member Library with over 4,000 books of military history,
personal narratives and military technology. The collection also
includes rare books, periodicals, pictorial histories and regimental histories.
 A Future Force Academy that features flight simulators and
advanced technology.
 A state-of-the-art theater showing historical footage, military
documentaries, classic military movies and original programming.
 A Ships Store that features unique products made by veteranowned companies and a café that provides a place for rest and
reflection after a tour.”
The National Museum of Civil War Medicine located in
Frederick, MD is a “7,000-square-foot museum consisting of
five immersion exhibits that recreate aspects of Civil War
medical issues: life in an army camp, evacuation of the
wounded from the battlefront, a field dressing station, a field
hospital and a military hospital ward. The exhibits incorporate
surviving tools and equipment from the war, including the
only known surviving Civil War surgeon’s tent, surgical kits,
and items pertaining to veterinary medicine.” Source: Wikipedia https://www.civilwarmed.org/
The Land of Little Horses Performing Theme Park, formerly
The Miniature Horse Farm, “remains quite an attraction with its
namesake miniature horses still the main draw. However, performing animal shows, educational displays and events, races and animals of all kinds that you may actually touch and feed
delight the audiences year after year. Pony rides, wagon rides,
train rides and special seasonal events such as our autumn fall
festival keep everyone coming back for another visit all year
long.” https://landoflittlehorses.com/

By Frank Armiger
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Hessler, Licensed Battlefield Guide and award-winning author, in
the afternoon on Saturday, October 30. It was here that troops from
Maryland and Virginia opposed each other and established the
basis for the “Blue Gray” 29th Division organized in 1917.
Visitors usually gravitate toward several specific areas on the field,
especially after the release of the movie, Gettysburg, in 1993. One normally sees crowds on Little Roundtop and at Devil’s Den. Iconic locations such as the Peach Orchard, the Wheatfield, the Lutheran Theological Seminary and the field of Pickett’s Charger are normally on everyone’s itinerary.
Less travelled is Culp’s Hill where significant action took place on
Days 2 and 3 of the battle. That, however, is about to change with a
major National Park Services (NPS) project underway. The NPS in
conjunction with the Gettysburg Foundation and a generous donation
from Cliff Bream, a lifelong native of Gettysburg (It was the Bream
family that owned the Black Horse Tavern, an important landmark
during Longstreet’s attack on Day 2.) has begun a rehabilitation project that will restore Culp’s Hill to its 1863 look. The project will be
nearly complete in time for the Convention.
Tree and brush removal is well underway over these 18 acres of critical battlefield terrain opening up watersheds and revealing ground that
was heavily fortified during the battle. Long lost sightlines are reappearing showing the converging field of fire over which the Confederates
struggled and died trying to reach the high ground.
Immediately after the battle photographers who visited the battlefield
took a number of stunning pictures that showed the destruction, as well
as the Union entrenchments. Edwin Forbes painted a scene showing
the Confederate attack and a unique boulder formation that will not only
now be visible but accessible to the visitor. New interpretative markers
will show period photographs, maps and information about each location.
In addition, early visitors to the battlefield primarily visited Culp’s Hill
because of the intensive fighting there. Trees were literally cut in two,
boulders were pock-marked by bullets and the breastworks were clearly
visible. Based on reports after the battle from Union commanders, some
experts estimate that approximately one million rounds of ammunition
were expended on Culp’s Hill. Thousands of muskets and hundreds of
bodies were strewn across the hillside.
Before the war Culp’s Hill was a woodlot where grazing livestock kept
the underbrush eaten down. But the hill remained largely untended after
the war and as Jason Martz of the National Park Service said, “Mother
Nature came back and would ultimately reclaim Culp’s Hill. This entire
landscape became heavily forested, and really no longer looked the
same way that it did to the soldiers who fought here in 1863.”
Culp’s Hill is actually two hills connected by a spur. Union troops occupied both hills on July 2 forming the right flank of the “fishhook” line
anchored on the left at Little Round Top. When Longstreet launched his
assault around 4:00 PM on July 2 against the Peach Orchard and
Wheatfield, General George G. Meade, Union commander, was forced
to move most of the troops off the smaller southern hill to reinforce the
troops under attack on the left.
That left only one brigade on Culp’s Hill commanded by George S.
Greene, one of the oldest generals on both sides at age 62. Realizing
the importance of his position and the increasing number of Confederates opposing him, he immediately ordered his men to construct heavily
fortified earthworks to bolster his defensive position.
Although his division commander, John W. Geary, scoffed at the idea,
Greene, a veteran Army engineer, knew the value of entrenching his
men would increase the power of their position. Consequently, his brigade of 1,300 men was able to hold off the 4,000 Confederates oppos-
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ing them. However, with the smaller hill undefended the Confederates
who attacked in that area were able to occupy the Union trenches
It was at Culp’s Hill where Union and Confederate units from Maryland
met in a bloody confrontation. General George H. Steuart, known as
“Maryland” Steuart because he was born and raised in the “Old Line
State” led one of the brigades in “Alleghany” Johnson’s Division that
attacked Culp’s Hill on July 2 and occupied the trenches. That night
Steuart heard the sound of many wagons moving and thought, perhaps
hoped, that Union forces were retreating.
However, to his dismay this was the sound of artillery being moved in
place to open fire as soon as dawn arrived. Thus began the onslaught
on Steuart’s position as they fought a ferocious battle with the Union
reinforcements for several hours holding their position. As ammunition
started to dwindle, Johnson ordered a bayonet charge much to the dismay of Steuart.
But it was an order and Steuart must obey. He formed his third brigade composed of Maryland, North Carolina and Virginia regiments and
they attacked several times. He described the scene as a slaughter pen
with casualties mounting. One of the units that was battered in the attack was the 1st Maryland Infantry CSA that was now a battalion after
many casualties in previous battles.
As they marched to Gettysburg, they encountered a stray dog that they
adopted and named Grace. When they attacked, Grace joined the assault
barking at Union soldiers. As she encountered the dead and wounded of the
1st Maryland, she was confused, nudging at them to pet her. Unfortunately,
she was lost in the final charge.
The soldiers of both sides wept with grief at the loss of this faithful
dog. Even Union General Thomas Kane saw fit to offer her a proper
burial, referring to her as “the only Christian-minded being on either
side.” It is reported that before she died, she licked the hand of the Union soldier that tried to save her.
Opposing the 1st Maryland CSA was the 1st Eastern Shore Infantry
Regiment, a home guard unit that joined the Army of the Potomac to
oppose Lee’s invasion of Pennsylvania. Many men in this unit knew and
in some cases were friends/relations of men in the 1st Maryland. For
example, at Gettysburg Color Sergeant Robert Ross of the 1st Maryland
Eastern Shore was a cousin to Color Sergeant P. M. Moore of the Confederate 1st Maryland who was wounded several times in the fighting at
Culp’s Hill.
Private D. Ridgely Howard (a real Maryland name!) was severely
wounded laying in a field preparing to die. His arm was broken and he
took a round in the hip, but Union Marylanders called out to him and
dragged him into their lines. When they let him know that he was
fighting fellow Marylanders, Howard replied, “Yes and we intend to fight
them.” This was truly brother versus brother.
Colonel James Wallace, commander of the 1st Maryland Eastern
Shore said about the Confederate assault on Culp’s Hill, “The 1st Maryland Confederate Regiment met us and were cut to pieces. We sorrowfully gathered up many of our old friends and acquaintances and had
them carefully and tenderly cared for.”
Overall, the failed attack on Culp’s Hill cost Johnson’s Division 2,000
casualties of which 700 were accounted for by Steuart’s Brigade alone,
more than any other unit in the Division.
Another unit in “Alleghany” Johnson’s Division was the all Virginia
Stonewall Brigade. As we all well know the 116th Regiment that landed
in the first wave on Omaha Beach in 1944, traces its lineage to this
fabled brigade that first fought at the Battle of First Manassas under the
command of Thomas Jonathan Jackson. It was there that he and the
brigade were given the sobriquet “Stonewall” because they held the line
after initial Union successes and Confederate retreats.
At Gettysburg General James A. Walker, Virginial lawyer and future
(Continued on page 10)
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failure. However, the action at Culp’s Hill could have been decisive,
especially on July 2. Lee had planned for the attack on Culp’s Hill to
US Congressman, commanded the brigade composed of the 2nd, 4th,
coincide with Longstreet’s attack on the Union left. This would have
5th, 27th and 33rd Virginia regiments. This veteran brigade arrived late prevented Meade from sending reinforcements from his right on
in the evening of July 1 and did not participate in any of the action on
Culp’s Hill to close the gaps that the Confederates were exploiting.
that day. Early on July 2, they were assigned to screen the left flank of
Of course, this is “Monday morning quarterbacking” 150 years later
Johnson’s line to protect it from enfilading attacks where they fought off with the benefits of hindsight. However, it must be emphasized that the
a Union cavalry sortie near Brinkeroff’s Ridge as part of that duty.
fighting on Culp’s Hill was bloody and intensive and those of us from
On July 3, the 4th, 5th, 27th and 33rd Virginia joined the attack on Culp’s Virginia and Maryland should be proud of our ancestors who fought
Hill in multiple unsuccessful assaults. These attacks were against the upper there on both sides.
hill where Greene’s men had built an impressive line of breastworks. The
As we return in October for the 2021 29th Division Association Con2nd Virginia was ordered to the area of Spangler’s Spring to protect the
vention and Reunion we will have the opportunity to tour the ground
Confederate left flank. After the action on Culp’s Hill Walker earned the
where these brave men fought and died. We’ll be able to see the remnickname “Stonewall Jim.”
nants of Greene’s trenches and the iconic boulders that marked the
When the smoke cleared in the late morning, the Union troops
landscape of the Confederate attack.
were in total control of Culp’s Hill. The Confederate attempt to turn
The Culp’s Hill tour will begin with a lecture at 1:00 PM on October 30
the Union right flank failed, just as it had done the previous day
at the Wyndham followed by a walk along this hallowed ground. As you
against the left flank anchored on Little Round Top. All that was left traverse the rehabilitated terrain and listen closely to the wind blowing
for Lee, in his estimation, was an assault against the Union center. through the trees, you might hear some voices shouting commands and
Although the assault included two divisions and a demi-division
the rattle of musketry fire that have echoed across the years.
under the overall command of James Longstreet, it would forever be We are looking forward to seeing all of you at Gettysburg in October
known by the name of the commander of one of his divisions:
and please invite a guest or two!
Pickett’s Virginia division that would spearhead the famous charge.
In the minds of many historians, Pickett’s Charge was doomed to
By Frank Armiger
(Continued from page 9)

The attack on St. Lo
(Continued from page 6)

CP up in the restaurant near the corner. Later, he hung a 29th Division
flag from the wall. It was shot down a couple of times and replaced.
Captain Sidney Vincent, commanding the tank destroyers, pulled his
command vehicle up beside the CP. He was climbing out to enter the
CP when a new barrage came in. He was killed instantly. He was a top
flight officer and a good friend. Following this incident Major Glover
Johns decided to move his CP out of the direct line of fire. (The Germans were observing us from the high ground south of the city.) He
settled on an above ground crypt in the nearby cemetery—excellent
decision.
Sporadic artillery and mortar fire continued throughout the night,
as did the patrolling and the improvement of positions. Moving further into the area of the city not previously occupied, more prisoners were taken. Most had had all the fight taken out of them by our
forces and their own artillery fire. We never did determine just how
many prisoners were taken in this operation.
Patrols had reached the site of the Medieval Citadel in the city center
on high ground overlooking the river that wound through the city and the
balance of the city which was at a lower level. This ancient installation
had been used by the Germans in the defense but was quickly cleaned
out. From this vantage point, it was almost complete devastation of the
city from the bombing by the U.S. Army Air Corps and our artillery.
On several occasions actions were directed to knock out the antitank position that prevented us from using our mounted forces to
circle the city and further assist in completing occupation, all without success. General Gerhardt had turned this over to Major Johns,
thinking that his infantry could outflank and clear the obstacle.
There was not enough time and not enough personnel. The more
important thing is that seizing the city had top priority. Further, the
1st Battalion had suffered many casualties while in the line prior to
joining.
Wounded were continuously evacuated. When the troop was later

relieved on 19 July by Troop C of the 113th Cavalry Squadron, we had
barely enough personnel to drive the vehicles, some of which were badly damaged.
During the late evening, 1st Platoon under LT Bill Murdoch joined us
as a reinforcing element. General Gerhardt had had them released from
their mission with the 116th Regiment. The platoon was also understrength as they had had several casualties in front of Martinville Ridge.
This was a big help and gave us more people—in particular, the competence of Bill Murdoch as a leader.
We increased the strength of our position and sent more probes into
the city. These types of operations are, at best, most difficult at night
and more particularly so, in a built up area that had been so severely
damaged.
Late in the evening about 2200-2300, a jeep converted to an ambulance entered the square. The body of Major Thomas Howie was
under the G.I. blanket. He had been Commander of 3rd Battalion,
116th Regiment. Just before the attack he had told his staff “See
you in St. Lo.” Shortly afterward, he was fatally wounded by a mortar shell. When General Gerhardt heard the story, he ordered that
Howie’s body be brought into the city. In the early morning the
stretcher was placed on a portion of a collapsed wall of the church
on the square. Later, he was covered with an American flag with a
29th Division flag stuck in the rubble. Simple, direct, no fanfare—
the body was removed the afternoon of the 19th of July.
Late morning, we were relieved by Troop C, 113th Cavalry Squadron.
I had very carefully briefed the troop commander on all aspects of our
situation, in particular, about the anti-tank position on the St. Lo-Bayeux
Road. After the briefing, they promptly put together two reconnaissance
sections and sent just barreling down the road. They were just entering
combat and probably thought they were invincible. At any rate, they
suffered thirty casualties and lost two armored cars. CPT Kirby and his
First Sergeant were among the wounded.
We prepared to leave the city and return to the area of the CP at Bois
de Bretel. As previously noted, we had difficulty getting enough drivers
for vehicles and had to tow the two damaged jeeps; however, we made
it. As the column was leaving the square, another barrage came in. LT
(Continued on page 21)
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Getting around during the convention

Dear Member/Friend of the 29th Division Association,
It has been 104 years since the 29th was constituted for
WWI and 80 years since it was activated for WWII. Over that
span of years, the Annual Reunion and Convention has been
held 101 times.
Sadly, last year (2020) was the first time the event was not
held, principally due to the Coronavirus Pandemic and the
associated public health measures in place across the nation.
But Great News!! We are happy and excited for the
102nd Annual Reunion and Convention, to be held at the
Wyndham Gettysburg in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, October 28-31, 2021. We look forward to an excellent event and
to your joining us!
The Souvenir Program Book is a time-valued commemorative of the event, is a great way to reach out to fellow members and friends of the Association, and it is an important
source of funding to support the costs of holding the Reunion
and Convention.
We thank you so very much for the support you have given
the 29th Division Association in past years. We ask you either
once again or for your first time for your support as we celebrate our 102nd Annual Reunion and Convention.
Whether you are a past contributor or are considering it for
the first time, we encourage you to join with us and become a
part of this event by purchasing an ad/entry in our Souvenir
Program Book.
Several options are available at the prices shown on the
following page. Even though our costs have recently increased, we are continuing to hold your cost to the same as
that over the past several years.
The addition of the full page color option for the
2019 Book proved very popular, and it leads our list of
options.
So as you begin to make your preparations to attend our
National Convention, the opportunity to honor your loved
ones, friends and comrades returns while helping to support
the Association staging the event. We appreciate your generosity in helping make this a memorable occasion.
Checks should be made payable to the 29th Division Association and mailed with a copy of your ad to the address
listed on the following page no later than 1 October 2021.
See you in Gettysburg in October!
Sincerely,
PETER HINZ
National Commander
29th Division Association, Inc.

The Convention Committee continues to work to provide an
exciting, diverse, and opportunity rich multi-day experience for
everyone that comes to the Convention. When you begin to plan
ahead and to decide what you might like to do, knowing the
transportation options open to you will certainly be helpful.
First, many people will drive to the Convention. However,
for the three battlefield tours offered, driving your vehicle is
not a viable option. The majority of the information from the
licensed battlefield guides will be while the bus is moving
from point to point. So take advantage of the tours we have
set up and select the tours on the Registration Form.
For other local travel, be aware that sometimes parking can
be challenging at the Visitor Center and in downtown Gettysburg on weekends.
As of this writing, the bus from Virginia, which seats 50+, will be
used for the Friday morning Battlefield Tour and for the Saturday
afternoon Culp’s Hill Tour. The bus may be available on Friday
afternoon and Saturday morning for informal shuttle trips (such
as to downtown or to the outlets).
There is a local transit service with great options for Gettysburg
(https://www.rabbittransit.org/schedules/gettysburg/) It has five
lines that operate on varying schedules. The Gray line operates
daily on an hourly schedule and connects the Wyndham Hotel
with downtown Gettysburg. Specific information about times and
fares will be in your Convention bag.
The Longstreet Tour (Saturday morning) and the Pour Tour
(Friday afternoon) will use contracted bus transportation; the cost
on the registration page includes the bus.
For other planned activities (e.g., WWII Museum – An American Experience, the Eisenhower Farm, the Visitor Center/
Cyclorama), driving will be the preferred option. For the Visitor
Center/Cyclorama, if the Virginia bus arrives in time and those
attendees have signed up for the Cyclorama, then the bus will be
used for transportation for those without cars or who don’t wish
to drive.
The above may change as the Convention nears, and we will
be sure to send updates out to everyone!
See you in Gettysburg!

Vouchers available
for WWII veterans to attend the convention
The National Executive Committee unanimously approved at its June meeting that all World War II veterans
receive a $500.00 voucher to attend the convention/
reunion.
The voucher is in the form of a check that may be used
toward travel, hotel and banquet expenses.
To apply for a voucher contact Assistant National Executive Officer, William Mund at 443-529-4233 or e-mail him
at duster197329@gmail.com.
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Souvenir Program Book Ads
You are authorized to insert copy to occupy a space of ______ page for which we agree to pay
the rate indicated.

Full Page (Color)
Full Page (B&W)
Half Page (B&W)

$200
$100
$70

Quarter Page (B&W)
Eighth Page (B&W)

$40
$25

IMPORTANT: The d eadl i ne f or ads and boost er s i s October 1, 2021. Make up your ad
copy, attach to this form with your check payable to the 29th Division Association & mail to

William S. Mund, Jr.
441 Chalfonte Drive
Baltimore, MD 21228-4017
443-529-4233
duster197329@gmail.com
IMPORTANT: “Camera Ready” copy is needed. Please make sure your ads are complete and
legible. Any questions concerning ads etc., please contact William Mund at the above listed address. Thank You.

Patrons
Commemorating our 102nd Annual Reunion & Convention, your name and the names of all your
family should appear in the Souvenir Program Book. The cost per name is $2.00. Please print
each name legibly.
——————————————————————————————————————————

—————————————————————————————————————————-

——————————————————————————————————————————

—————————————————————————————————————————-

——————————————————————————————————————————

—————————————————————————————————————————-

—————————————————————————————————————————-

—————————————————————————————————————————-

——————————————————————————————————————————

—————————————————————————————————————————-

——————————————————————————————————————————

—————————————————————————————————————————-

Name:

__________________________________________________________

Address:

__________________________________________________________

City:

__________________________________________________________

State/Zip:

__________________________________________________________

Tel. #:

__________________________________________________________

Email:

__________________________________________________________

This coupon, with your
check, made out as indicated above, should also
be received no later than
October 1, 2021. Mail to
William S. Mund, Jr. at the
address above.
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Gettysburg Convention
Tour Details
Eisenhower Farm Adminis.
tered by the NPS, the farm served
the 34th President, Dwight EiName: ___________________________________ Unit: _______________ Post: _______
senhower, and first lady Mamie
as a weekend getaway and meetName: ___________________________________ Unit: _______________ Post: _______
ing place for world leaders.
Enclose separate sheet for more names.
WWII Museum Opening in the
Please
select
your entrée choice for the Saturday dinners.
Summer of 2021 the World War
EACH
PERSON
MUST PAY THE REGISTRATION CHARGE!
II: American Experience Museum
will feature a wide variety of veName:
hicles, uniforms, and artifacts
from the battlefront as well as
Address:
the home front.
Gettysburg Cyclorama An exclu- City, State, Zip:
sive evening experience at the VisiTelephone:
Email:
tors Center that will feature a private viewing of the massive, circular painting of Pickett’s Charge, as
Registration Charge (Non-refundable)
#: ______ (x) $35.00 = $ ________
well as a tour of the museum.
Friday Evening Buffet (Open Seating)
#: ______ (x) $55.00 = $ ________
Full Battlefield Tour Bus tour
of the entire battlefield with a
Saturday Evening Banquet (Assigned Seating) # Chicken ______
Licensed Battlefield Guide (LBG)
# Beef
______
visiting such iconic sites as Little
Round Top, the Wheatfield, DevTotal # ______ (x) $55.00 = $ ________
il’s Den, Pickett’s Charge, the
Eternal Peace Light and McPherThursday Trip (morning) - Eisenhower Farm
#: ______ (x) TBD =
son’s Farm.
Thursday Trip (afternoon) - WWII Museum
#: ______ (x) TBD =
Pour Tour The tour will take
Thursday Trip (evening) - Gettysburg Cyclorama
#: ______ (x) $25.00 = $ ________
you to tasting rooms in downtown Gettysburg and the Adams
County countryside to treat your
Friday Trip (morning) - Full Battlefield Tour
#: ______ (x) $25.00 = $ ________
palate to local wines, ciders, spir(90 seat maximum)
its, meads and craft brews.
Friday Trip (afternoon) - Pour Tour
#: ______ (x) $21.00 = $ ________
Longstreet’s Assault Tour Led
(14 maximum; price is bus ride only)
by award winning author and
Saturday Trip (morning) - Longstreet’s Assault Tour #: ______ (x) $25.00 = $ ________
LBG, Jim Hessler, you will receive
(38 seat maximum)
an in-depth interpretation of the
massive Confederate attack on
Saturday Trip (afternoon) - Culp’s Hill Tour
#: ______ (x) $10.00 = $ ________
Day 2 featuring the General Dan
(52 seat maximum)
Sickles’ controversial move to the
Grand total: $ ____________
Peach Orchard.
Culp’s Hill Tour Also, led by
Make checks payable to: 29th Division Association, Inc. and mail to:
Jim Hessler, the tour will feature
William Mund, 441 Chalfonte Drive, Baltimore, MD 21228-4017
an overview presentation folThe cost of meals and trips cancelled prior to the cut-off date will be refunded. Due to contractual
lowed by a visit to the recently
agreements with providers and caterers, cancellations made after the cut-off date will be non-refundable.
rehabilitated to an 1863 appearSee page 18 for hotel information and prices.
ance venue where Confederate
Any
questions,
contact
Will Mund at (443) 529-4233 or email at duster197329@gmail.com
troops from Maryland and VirCUT-OFF DATE FOR REGISTRATIONS IS OCTOBER 10, 2021
ginia fought against US troops
from Maryland on Day 2 and 3 of
NOTE: Cost and availability information for the two events for Thursday (Eisenhower Farm
the battle.
and WWII Museum) marked “TBD” was not available at submission deadline; refer to
By Frank Armiger "National Commander's Message" on page 2 for more detail.
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Handing on the Mission
-- Marsha Smith
In the Spring 2021 Twenty-Niner I shared with you that Normandy
Allies, Inc. will dissolve as of September 30, 2021. Our Normandy
Allies’ Board is pleased to announce that two organizations have
agreed to carry on the major aspects that we had developed.
Fundraising to support students and teachers studying onsite in Normandy has been a major aspect of Normandy Allies’ work since its foundation in 1997. Many of you have donated as individuals and through
grants given by the Posts. These donations have brought dreams to
reality for many students and teachers. In this way, you have helped to
create living memorials to all who served on the landing beaches and
through the bocage of 1944 Normandy.
In the process of dissolution, our legal counsel advised us that if
there were any funds remaining after dissolution, these funds would
need to go to another 501.c.3 organization with a similar purpose for
the funds. We are happy to report that an organization with 29th Division history and lineage has agreed to take on this significant work.

CSM Daryl Plude
(Continued from page 1)

sents the change of responsibility as the division’s senior noncommissioned officer from Ferris to Plude.
Ferris, who has served as the 29th’s command sergeant major since
April 2019, will be retiring after more than four decades of service in
the Virginia Army National Guard.
Plude most recently served as the command sergeant major for the
Bowling Green-based 91st Cyber Brigade. "I look forward to the opportunity that this position brings and the great things we will do together as we mobilize for an overseas mission," said Plude. "The
Soldiers from this Division continue to carry on the great legacy that is
the 29th Infantry Division."
The 29th recently began federal active duty for a 10-month deployment in the Central Command Area of Operations as Task Force
Spartan to provide leadership, command, control and in-depth staff
analysis for Operation Spartan Shield.
Command Sergeant Major Daryl Plude enlisted in the Virginia Army
National Guard in March 1990 and served as a multi-channel communications operator with D-230th Signal Battalion. Due to transformation, he
transferred to the Maryland Guard to continue service as a signal Soldier
until transferring back to the Virginia Guard in 1992, where he was assigned to 2d BDE-29th Infantry Division as an intelligence analyst and
radio operator.
In 1995 he was promoted to sergeant and transferred to the 329th Area
Support Group, where he continued as an Intel Sergeant. In 1996, he
transferred to the 229th Military Police Company and became a military
policeman where he served as a team leader, squad leader and platoon
sergeant. On September 11, 2001 he took a detachment of 50 MPs to the
Army National Guard Readiness Center where they served for nine
months conducting security operations.
Shortly after returning from this deployment, the unit was called to
action in Operation Iraqi Freedom from February 2003-April 2004 and
conducted prison operations at Abu Ghraib prison. The 229th was
later awarded the meritorious unit citation for its conduct during its
time there.
Upon his return, Plude was assigned to 91st Troop Command as a
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The 116th Infantry Regiment Foundation, Inc. will be offering
travel grants to American students, high school through post-grad,
who participate in study programs which include on-site learning in
Normandy.
Information on the grants and the application process will be available by end of 2021.
Visit: https://116thfoundation.org
Contact: 116thdirector@gmail.com 540-248-0116
The 116th IRF will coordinate with EDU Trips and Geert Van den
Bogaert as they all work together to offer group programs and individual tours developed on the Normandy Allies’ model of history, culture,
and friendship. EDU Trips is developing a website to provide more
information on these offerings:
Visit: https://nextgennormandy.com and https://www.edutrips.com
Contact: info@edutrips.com 866-824-2266, 845-848-2767 Fax
914-500-2313
It is bittersweet to share that Normandy Allies will no longer be offering programs. However, the model of history, culture, and friendship
that we developed will be passed on to future students, teachers and
life-long learners.
special projects NCO and took part in the stationing of the 266th MP
Company and 2005 Boy Scout Jamboree. In August 2005, he was
selected to return to the 229th as the first sergeant, where he took the
company to New Orleans in the days after Hurricane Katrina.
In August 2008, he was selected to serve as a command sergeant
major for the 276th Engineer Battalion, where he deployed from September 2008-November 2009 as a route clearance battalion in Afghanistan. The battalion was awarded the Valorous Unit Award for its
actions in combat during that year.
He continued service with the 276th and concurrently as the Senior
Enlisted Leader for VA-CERFP (CBRN Enhanced Response Force
Package). In June 2016, he was selected as command sergeant major for the 91st Troop Command and led them through their transformation to the 91st Cyber Brigade. He continued to serve in this role
until his selection as the 29th Infantry Division CSM in March 2021.
He is a graduate of the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy.
In his civilian career he serves as a sergeant supervising the bomb
squad and aviation units with the Virginia Beach Police Department.
He is a graduate of the FBI hazardous devices school, where he certified as a public safety bomb tech. Prior to his current assignment, he
served as a SWAT team leader, investigative supervisor, patrol supervisor, recruiting/hiring supervisor, and police academy supervisor.
Prior to promotion he served as both a patrolman and detective. He
recently completed his 27th year with the Department.
By Staff Sgt. Marc Heaton, 29th Infantry Division

Vouchers available
for WWII veterans to attend the convention
The National Executive Committee unanimously approved at its
June meeting that all World War II veterans receive a $500.00
voucher to attend the convention/reunion.
The voucher is in the form of a check that may be used toward
travel, hotel and banquet expenses.
To apply for a voucher contact Assistant National Executive Director, William Mund at 443-529-4233 or e-mail him at duster197329@gmail.com.
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Plaque honors Association support of Normandy monument

The 29th Division Association flag is draped over the new information panel at the monument at Pont de la Pierre.

O

n a single day, June 12, 1944, the 29th Division suffered 547
casualties in battles to cross the river Elle in Normandy.
Coming almost a week after the invasion, it was stark proof that DDay was just the first in dozens of bloody battles to come.
This past June 12, the 77th anniversary of the attacks along the
Elle was marked with an expansion of the existing monument at
Pont de la Pierre, where 16 soldiers from the 115th were killed and
82 wounded.
29th Division Association members Michael van den Dobbelsteen, his wife Deborah, and Michael Yannaghas led the ceremony which included the unveiling of a new infographic and a
plaque recognizing the financial support of Post 93.
A wreath with 16 roses on behalf of the entire 29th Division Association honored the men who died. Mayors and representatives of
four communities affected by the battles (Sainte-Marguerite d’Elle,
Moon-sur-Elle, Saint-Clair-sur-l’Elle and Saint-Jean de Savigny)
were in attendance.
The plaque also honors the service of PNC and former 29er editor Alvin Ungerleider, and all who fought for freedom along the Elle.
Ungerleider’s battalion alone suffered 130 casualties as they
crossed upriver at Pont Jourdan.
Two days earlier, Ungerleider’s unit, which had landed in the

A new plaque honored the service of PNC Alvin Ungerleider and
all who fought for freedom along the River Elle.

second wave on D-Day, had been greeted with bottles of Calvados
from joyous villagers as they liberated Colombieres. There was so
much Calvados that he and his men used it as fuel to heat their rations.
They then headed south for a far different welcome from a devastating German force. Units from the 115th and 116th Regiments
were advancing toward St. Lo with the Elle becoming the frontline.
29th Division historian
Joseph Balkoski writes in
“Beyond the Beachhead,”
that though it may have
been called a river on the
maps, it was more like a
stream than a big river. "A
GI could practically leap
over the Elle without getting
his feet wet," he wrote.
29th Division Association member
Nonetheless, the small
bridges at Pont de la Pierre Deborah van den Dobbelsteen
stands next to the new information
and Pont Jourdan vital to
panel at Pont de la Pierre.
advancing toward St. Lo
exacted a heavy toll.
Orders came for the 1st Battalion of the 115th Regiment to prepare for an attack on the bridge Le Pont de la Pierre at first light on
12 June. Simultaneously, the 3rd Battalion of the 115th was getting
ready at Moulin Levesque to attack the bridge at Pont Jourdan near
St. Jean de Savigny.
The men of the 1st
Battalion were attacked
by heavy German fire
before they were able
to reach the bridge.
Companies, including
Ungerleider’s, of the
3rd Battalion, had been
able to cross at Pont
Jourdan and advance
towards Couvains when
it became clear that
they were the only
troops that had made it A wreath acknowledged the financial
across. To avoid being support of Post 93 in the construction of
the monument at Pont de la Pierre.
surrounded by Germans, for fear of being cut off, they pulled back across the river.
Major General Charles Gerhardt, commander of the 29th Division,
then ordered the 2nd Battalion of the 116th Infantry Regiment to
attack the Pont de la Pierre bridge again.
That evening they were able to cross the bridge, break through
the confused Germans’ lines, and reach Saint Clair sur l’Elle by
midnight. However, difficult and costly fighting remained as Saint
Lo would not be liberated until a month later.
While PNC Ungerleider was not wounded in the battles along the
Elle, he was awarded two Purple Hearts for wounds suffered in the
Normandy campaign.
During his many trips to Normandy, he was always touched by the
eternal gratitude of the French to those who liberated their country.
Submitted by Neil Ungerleider, Post 93
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29th Division World War I Monument
Following World War I, the veterans of the 29th Division sought
to memorialize their sacrifice following their crossing the Meuse
River on October 8, 1917. They advanced over the bridged river,
then through the town of Consenvoye as they advanced to attack
the German defenses on the Heights of the Meuse to the east. It
is interesting to note the driving force to create a monument honoring the Division came from New Jersey’s 113th and 114th Infantry Regiments of the 57th Brigade.
The effort was no doubt energized by the unveiling of the Pennsylvania Memorial located in Varennes-en-Argonne, France, in
1927. The magnificent structure honored the sacrifice of the 28th
Division during their advance through the Aire River valley as part
of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. Comprised primarily of Pennsylvania units, the State of Pennsylvania funded the project
through its Monuments Commission.

The American Battlefield Monuments Commission (ABMC),
founded in 1923, has done a magnificent job creating memorials and monuments to the American Expeditionary Force.
Their commitment to and maintenance of World War I American Cemeteries has been an exceptional effort. The MeuseArgonne Cemetery, located only a short distance from Consenvoye, is the home of the majority of Twenty-Niners killed
during the war.
The Meuse-Argonne Cemetery contains the largest number of
military dead in Europe. Its 14,246 graves far exceed the World
War II Americans buried in ABMC Cemetery in Normandy. It is
located less than fifty miles from the St. Mihiel American Cemetery, where another 4,153 American soldiers rest.

Meuse-Argonne Cemetery

The effort to erect a monument to the 29th Division was initiated
by the WWI Veterans and a “Consenvoye Memorial Committee.”
The town of Consenvoye agreed to establish a Memorial Square
in support of the project.
Paris architect Edmond Hughes was commissioned to create
Pennsylvania World War I Memorial
the work, and ground-breaking was set for January 1, 1931. The
Other states funded similar efforts, for example Missouri’s trib- 29th Division’s Memorial went to work to raise the necessary
ute to the 35th Division located in Cheppy, France. Its plaque funds as indicated by one of their mailings in November, 1931,
identifies it as a memorial to the service of Missourians who but apparently the effort ended shortly thereafter. The Great Deserved in the Great War.
pression had to have contributed to the failure.
Uncovering the original plans for the 29th Division Memorial led
to contacting the current mayor of Consenvoye, Mayor M. Andre
Dormois. He confirmed the site is still available. The town would
be elated if the 29th Division was interested in working again to
create a memorial there.
A 29th Division monument in Consenvoye will never be as visible as our World War II statue in Vierville, France. Here it is estimated that over two million visitors come annually to view the
National Guard Memorial and the statue honoring the 29th Division’s D-Day landings.
It would be unfortunate though, not to make an effort to renew
the creation of a memorial to the original heroic Twenty-Niners.
Their World War I advance across the Meuse River to attack the
German Hindenburg Line on the Heights of the Meuse is symbolic of “Twenty-Nine Let’s Go!”
State of Missouri Monument

Submitted by Ted Shuey, National Senior Vice Commander
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"Wyndham Gettysburg"
is the site of our 102nd Reunion/Convention
October 28-31, 2021

Convention Hotel Reservations

October 24 - November 3
Wyndham Gettysburg
95 Presidential Circle, Gettysburg, PA 17325
For reservations call: 717-339-0020
or use the link https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/gettysburg-pennsylvania/wyndham-gettysburg/rooms-rates?
&checkInDate=10/24/2021&checkOutDate=11/04/2021&groupCode=10272129T

The room rate is ($117.00 + Occupancy Tax of 11%) per night for one guest; no charge for additional guest. Wyndham
provides a 10% coupon at check-in that can be used for the duration of the Convention at the 1863 Restaurant and/or
Lounge, alcohol exempted. Check in time is 3:00 P.M. and check out time is 12 Noon.

BE SURE TO REFERENCE: THE 29TH DIVISION ASSOCIATION ROOM BLOCK
Make your hotel reservation early as we have a limited number of rooms.
CANCELLATION MAY BE MADE UP TO 24 HOURS OR MORE PRIOR TO ARRIVAL WITHOUT CHARGES.

CUT-OFF DATE FOR GETTING THE DISCOUNTED ROOM RATE IS 5:00 P.M., SEPTEMBER 27, 2021.
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National D-Day Memorial
marks 20th Anniversary
Twenty years after it was first dedicated, the National D-Day Memorial spent a busy week this spring commemorating two decades of
success.
Dedicated by President George W. Bush on June 6, 2001, the National D-Day Memorial in Bedford, VA has seen many changes and,
sadly, has seen the vast majority of D-Day and WWII veterans answer
their final roll call. But its mission to honor the valor, fidelity and sacrifice of the D-Day generation has not changed over two decades.
On Memorial Day 2021 an open house was held which drew some
1500 visitors to the site. Children’s activities, guided tours, and a special display of “Fallen Soldier Battle Crosses” through the years engrossed the crowd. In lieu of the usual large, in person commemoration, a video program was launched to mark the occasion and to announce the addition of two names to the Memorial’s Necrology Wall.
Paratrooper Clarence Tolle and navy ensign Nye Moses both lost their
lives on 6 June 1944, but due to confusion over their death dates had
not been recognized as D-Day fatalities before. The Memorial Day
program is still viewable through the Memorial’s website,
www.dday.org.
In addition, Memorial Day marked the debut of a special oral history
video featuring D-Day veteran Joe Dickerson of North Carolina. A
veteran of E Company, 116th Regiment in WWII, Joe was interviewed
in 2018, and thanks to a special grant from the Camp-Younts Foundation his recollections were professionally edited into a compelling narrative. Joe (who died not long after the interview was conducted)
spoke of meeting Eisenhower in England, of visiting the beaches of
Normandy twice before D-Day to gather geologic samples, and of the
horrors of Omaha Beach. The video, shown in the Memorial’s Education Quonset Hut, attracted hundreds of viewers through the day.
A few days later, the 77th Anniversary of D-Day was marked with
three days of events. On June 4, a special panel discussion by historians John McManus, Joe Balkoski, and Mitchell Yockelson helped
place the invasion in historical perspective. One June 5, a thousand
visitors toured the Memorial grounds for special activities, to hear from

Ash Rothlein and Louis Graziano

historian Rick Beyer, and to meet WWII veteran Louis Graziano. Graziano, in addition to being a D-Day veteran, is the last living witness to
the German surrender in 1945.
On Sunday, June 6th, a special commemoration marked the anniversary of the invasion as well as the Memorial’s 20th birthday. The
29th Division Band provided suitable music, and Normandy veteran
Ash Rothlein, a longtime supporter, was the keynote speaker. As he
often has in past years, Ash led the crowd to pledge “We Will Never
Forget” what had happened on D-Day.
Also on that day a commemorative video, “This Great and Noble
Undertaking,” was released to tell the 20-year story of the Memorial,
beginning with 29th Division veteran Bob Slaughter’s vision to honor
his brothers in arms. The video (as well as the panel discussion) are
also available for viewing at www.dday.org.
Sadly, one difference was noted between the 2001 dedication and
the 20th anniversary events. In 2001, some 1500 WWII veterans
were in attendance. In 2021, only three were on hand to receive the
thanks of a grateful, free people. That fact drives home even more
the urgency to honor our WWII vets while these heroes still walk
among us.
By John D. Long, Director of Education
National D-Day Memorial

Visiting the Bob Slaughter exhibit
at the National D-Day Memorial
Mary Wingfield the daughter of Bedford Boy Pride Wingfield at
the exhibit on June 6th. Pride procured the stone from Vierville for
the first Memorial at the Bedford Courthouse. The exhibit was expanded in May with the contribution of more than 30 photos and
documents by Carl Yusna of Post 93. The featured photos are: Bob
at home in his den on convention weekend 2011, Bob with his Director Emeritus plaque on June 6, 2011. Next to him is fellow 29th
Ranger Walter Heline. D Company and Friends under the Overlord
Arch on June 6, 2005. The description of Carl's contribution reads:
Carl Yusna a National D-Day Memorial supporter and longtime friend of Bob Slaughter contributed these photos and documents reflecting the career of our founder. Included are photos of Bob's 2012 funeral, various 29th Division reunions, and
of Bob's den at his home in Roanoke, which was itself a museum of D-Day history.

Mary Wingfield, the daughter of Bedford Boy, Pride Wingfield.
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Another quick update on the FoG’s support of the VANGHS&F. Along with these artifacts, the Friends of the Guard (FoG)
volunteers are also restoring a 75mm Pack howitzer, a Ballistic Aerial Target System (BATS) rocket, an Up-Armored
HUMVEE, and a Soviet 120mm Mortar.

When first delivered to the VANG, this is how the 155mm
Howitzer appeared. Interestingly, this howitzer is Serial # 1
of its type.

Now, almost complete restored, the 155mm howitzer is on a
display pad. The protective covering on the barrel will soon
be removed and the barrel stabilized. Tac-markings for the
111th Field Artillery will be applied.

A former maintenance officer and a former Army pilot work
together to remove the propeller from the RCATS drone.
When reassembled, the target drone will be placed on display in the VANG USPFO offices and warehouse complex at
Defense General Supply Center–Richmond.

All photos courtesy of the Friends of the Guard (FoG)

This is how the 1943-dated 40mm Bofors anti-aircraft gun
appeared when it was brought to the JFHQ for the volunteers to work on. Retired Army NCO Andre Williamson coordinated moving the 40mm to the display pad.
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The attack on St. Lo
(Continued from page 10)

Henry Strickland, acting as Exec, was in his turret when he was hit in
the neck and shoulder by shrapnel. We halted at the aid station and
dropped LT Henry off to be evacuated. He did not return to the troop
until we were in Aldenhoven in October.
During the movement and action of the task force into the city, we had
been in constant contact with the liaison section at Division HQ. Everything was in the clear, no code, just did and said what was absolutely
necessary. We were moving so fast the Germans could not react to
anything in time to do any damage. Later we learned that many
members of the Division staff had assembled at the liaison car to
listen to the running commentary. Orders being given, as well as
what was actually taking place during the course of the operation,
Later, we were to have many compliments on our actions as a result of the radio transmissions.
For the Reconnaissance Troop this was a very costly operation. On
the other hand, it was very successful. This was our mission: conducting
the assault that liberated and seized St. Lo. Our front lines were advanced a considerable distance. Quite frankly, those of us who survived and assemble later were very proud of our accomplishments.
In the p.m. the 29th Division was relieved by the 35th Division who
had come into line on our right flank. Everything but the artillery
was relieved. The artillery always remained in a position to support
the front lines.
From the beach to the capture of St. Lo, the 29th Division had been in
close and continuous combat for 43 days. We all learned a great deal,
accomplished our various missions and in the process we lost many
outstanding men and officers—many of them were good friends.
By Edward D. Jones
First published in November 1992

duster197329@gmail.com

An appeal to the posts
As in past years when we offered vouchers to our WWII veterans, we solicited the posts for help in funding this initiative.
We are hoping that once again the individual posts will step forward and make a donation to support our WWII veterans.
If your post would like to participate, please contact Assistant
National Executive Director, William Mund at 443-529-4233 or email him at duster197329@gmail.com.

Now restored and on a display pad on the south side of the JFHQ, the 40mm acts as a backdrop for some of the volunteers who worked
on it. From left: Craig Jewell (QM), Tom Michels (ORD), James Ebertowski (TC), Doug Weiser (AV), Brian Wood (MI), and Steve Bourgeois (ORD). Not seen here are Cheyenne Johnson (ADA), John Perdue (USN CW4), Forrest Malcomb (QM), and Jim McClure (ENG).
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Minutes
National Commander Pete Hinz called the National Executive Committee (NEC III) Meeting to order at 0906 hours. Due to the fact that the
meeting was online, Commander Hinz waived the reciting of the Pledge
of Allegiance. Since National Chaplain Bill DeHaven was not present at
the opening of the meeting, NC Hinz offered the opening prayer. The
group then recited the 29th Division Association Preamble.
Commander Hinz began by welcoming all to the NEC. He indicated
that we would strive to have future meetings in person to the greatest
extent possible. However, we will also continue to use Zoom as an
adjunct to the in-person meetings.
Commander Hinz then asked Adjutant Frank Armiger for the roll call.
It was noted that a quorum was present.
The minutes of the previous meeting (NEC II, on 21 January 2021)
were published and distributed in the spring edition of the TwentyNiner. There were no revisions to the minutes and therefore, the
minutes were accepted as written.
Correspondence: There was a follow up note from Normandy Allies confirming receipt of our recent advice and their appreciation of it.
Officer’s Reports
National Commander: Commander Hinz deferred his report until later
in the meeting when committee reports are presented.
National Senior Vice Commander: NSVC Shuey reported that he was
unable to travel to France in June for the anniversary of D-Day. He is
still planning to travel there in July for the St. Lo anniversary. Also, he
will be meeting with the Mayor of Consenvoye and his/her team to
discuss the WWI 29th Division monument to be placed in the current
Memorial Park. The 29th crossed the Meuse River near this town.
National Junior Vice Commander: NJVC Dick Snyder had no report.
Southern Regional Vice Commander: SRVC Kilbourne had two items:
(a) holding a Southern Region Commanders meeting as one of the
breakout sessions at the convention and (b) Post 116 is working with
Post 64 on a bus travel to, and use at the convention.
Maryland Region National Vice Commander: MD RNVC Liswell reported that the Region approved funding for maintenance of the 29th
Division memorial on Route 29. The Region will continue to meet via
Zoom for the time being.
At Large Region National Vice Commander: Ginsburg had no report.
National Executive Director: NED Valerie Simmers had no report.
Assistant National Executive Director: William Mund reviewed the membership report and noted that Posts 29, 116 and 175 were low on membership paid, but that they usually send all of the money at one time and
the numbers should increase substantially before the convention. Post
48 has indicated that a check for 50 members will be arriving shortly as
is the case for Post 85. The grand total shows 52% paid. At this time
last year 60% were paid. In previous years this number was around
70%. Mund believes the lower numbers represent the impact of COVID.
Given the expectation that the Posts mentioned above will provide significant amounts of dues, the Association should be in good shape by
the convention. PNC Ginsburg advised that Ed Rodier is very ill and
that fact probably impacted the Post 110 membership number. He will
follow up to determine the status. PNC Ginsburg also noted that he is
seeing a healthy number of new members. Mund advised that all new
members are listed in the Chin Strap. At this time he is more concerned
about the retention of current members.
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of the NEC II held virtually
on 17 June 2021.
Editor 29er: Editor William Mund reported that the upcoming issue of the
Twenty Niner will primarily focus on the convention including registration
and ads for the souvenir booklet. There will also be articles on the casing
of the 29th’s colors before deployment to the Middle East and the monument to the WWI 29ers memorial written by NSVC Ted Shuey.
National Finance Officer: Tom Knight presented the financial report
going over the balances in each account at the end of May. Financially, the Association overall is looking good and the investment account
is growing. NFO Knight is spending down the Jordan account to support Association publications such as the Chin Strap and the Twenty
Niner. NFO Knight thanked the posts for their prompt cashing of dues
checks which greatly helped with balancing the accounts. Some funds
will be moved from the Savings or Investment to the Convention fund
to pay for some of the upfront costs. NC Hinz indicated that some of
the cost of the video promotion will be defrayed via contribution to the
Maryland Military Historical Society (MDMHS) since it contains some
valuable oral history. PNC Ginsburg noted that there are sufficient
funds in the treasury to spend to ensure that the convention is a very
memorable one as opposed to striving for revenue/cost neutrality. NC
Hinz agreed and, in addition, indicated that sponsors have already
stepped forward to finance some of the events. The online store had
$271 in receipts this past month with several books sold. NC Hinz
indicated that there were prints of the 121st Engineers and the 116th
Infantry at Vierville Draw that could be sold at the store. We will also
have them available for sale at the convention. Bill King asked about
ad prices for the souvenir program and Will Mund responded that he
will send out that information via email very soon.
Chaplain: Chaplain DeHaven had no report.
Service: No report.
Surgeon: NS Dr. Howard Bond is on vacation in Pennsylvania and
indicated that he encountered no problems at restaurants and tourist
attractions due to COVID. Further, he expects that there will be improvements by the time of the convention in October. He encourages
all those who have not received the vaccine to get the shot.
Welfare: NWO Becker was absent. No report.
Historian: The position is vacant. No report.
Sergeant-at-Arms: Randall Beamer has resigned as Sgt-at-Arms due
to health issues. The position is now vacant. No report.
Property: NPO Franklin Shilow was absent. No report.
Parliamentarian: NP Thomas Insley not present. No report.
Judge Advocate: NJA Houston Matney had no report.
Committee Reports
2021 National Convention: NC Hinz recognized the convention planning committee for all of the good progress thus far in preparation for
a memorable reunion. NC Hinz reviewed the draft matrix of planned
events for the convention and updated everyone on how coordination
is progressing.
The menus are not yet set but should be in July. Jimmy Kilbourne and
Neil Ungerleider will prepare a registration form for the website to be
available by 1 August. NC Hinz will provide the registration information to them as well as Editor Mund for the Twenty Niner.
PNC Ginsburg made the following motion:
That a fund be established to provide $500 for each WWII veteran
attending the convention. The money can be used for room, travel,
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accompanying family member, etc. to assure the veteran’s attendance. The motion was passed by a majority vote.
NFO Tom Knight specified that we will need to determine how to process the $500 voucher for WWII veteran attendance. NC Hinz agreed
that we will need to address this item with the planning committee.
NJA Matney inquired about paying full registration fees for nonmember spouses who only attend the Saturday evening dinner. PNC Ginsburg indicated that this is the practice for other organizations of which
he is a member. NC Hinz said that we will follow up on this issue as
we prepare the online registration form.
Adjutant Armiger played the promotional video created by Aliceanna
Collective to be used to market the convention. Once the online registration is available the video will be part of a media blitz to advertise the
convention along with additional 10 – 15 second vignettes from the recording session. Also, Aliceanna created a high-resolution version of the
Association logo that we can use at the website and for other social media. We will also use the logo to create a convention specific logo.
Awards/Grants Committee: Brian Becker was not present. No report.
Futures Committee/Association Website: Jimmy Kilbourne had the following question: Is the Association recognized as the official 29th Division organization by a Congressional or state designation? The answer
from the attendees was no. He wants to assure that no other groups
usurp the Associations position vis-à-vis the 29th Division. NJA Matney
indicated that Congress no longer assigns these designations.
Jimmy will pursue a possible designation at the state level and report
at the NEC I. PNC Ginsburg recalled reaching out to the 29th Division
(Light) group to recruit their members and received no cooperation
from them. However, we will still try to pursue this group of 80’s and
90’s 29ers. NJA Matney inquired about an internet group in France
that used 29th Division documents provided by Joe Balkoski at their
website. Jimmy will follow up with Joe on the status of this issue.
Jimmy inquired about a BBQ cookout that the 175th Association held
in early June as to whether anyone from the Association attended.
NJA Matney responded that he did not attend but had spoken to the
175th Honorary Colonel Randy Everett about recruiting from the
175th. This is difficult since many of them do not connect with the
29th since they are currently a part of the 28th Division. NFO Knight
observed that the event was not very well attended.
Jimmy specified that the Association needs to concentrate on retention of members as well as recruitment. On the retention side we need
to analyze the causes for non-renewal and lack of participation at both
the national and post levels. This is a topic that the Futures Committee should take up to also include active recruitment.
Nominating Committee: The Historian, Sergeant-at-Arms and Finance
Officer positions will all be vacant by October. NC Hinz asked NSVC
Shuey and NJVC Snyder to form a committee to address these positions and any others to be announced at the convention.
Old Business
Future D-Day Normandy/Bedford Representation: NC Hinz participated in the wreath laying on 6 June at the National D-Day Memorial in
Bedford and recognized SFC Carr for his help. There were no activities this year in Normandy due to COVID restrictions.
Future Wreath Laying Events: We are also planning a wreath laying at
the National Cemetery in Gettysburg during the convention. Going
forward we will continue the wreath laying at Bedford and other special locations for the 29th Divisions as opposed to Arlington National
Cemetery.
Association Tax Status: Jimmy Kilbourne reported that he held two
committee meetings with very good discussions on several options.
The committee agreed by majority vote that the Association plan to es-
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tablish a separate entity, e.g., a foundation with 501 c (3) status, that
would allow tax deductible donations to support the work of the Association. NC Hinz directed that we should form a committee at NEC I to establish the new organization. Currently, tax deductible donations can be
made through the Maryland Military Historical Society website or by
check and designated for the 29th Division Association.
Army Museum Unit Tribute Program: NC Hinz reported that we are
currently doing some preparation work but with the 29th Division commander deployed, he has not been able to discuss a partnership with
the Division on the unit tribute. NC Hinz also spoke with COL Samulski, commander of the 116th BCT, about anything that the Association
could do to support the deployment.
New Business
Welcome Packs to 29th ID Units Outside VA and MD: NFO Knight
reported that the various items are in the packet and only need a letter of welcome from NC Hinz who indicated that this may not be a
good time for distribution since the Division is being deployed. Jimmy
Kilbourne indicated that only the HQ and the 224th Aviation Regiment
are currently deployed and the rest of the Division will deploy at the
end of the year. Post 64 Commander Richard Carr added that LTC Sheldon will become the OIC for the Division. MAJ Jenkins who participated in the promo video is currently the OIC. NC Hinz will reach out to
the latter. PNC Ginsburg had the following observations on the new
elements of the Division: (1) We should wait on their return from the
deployment in one year as then the new units will more identify with
the 29th before distributing the packets. (2) We should concentrate on
the 116th muster at Staunton on 13 November for the initial distribution. (3) The North Carolina armored unit formerly with the 30th Division will probably not be interested in joining the Association.
Deaths, Sick and Distressed
Franklin Shilow’s wife Alice died on 15 June. Linda Cox, wife of Buddy Cox, former commander of the 2/115th, died on 6 June.
Good of the Association
PNC Ginsburg provided an optimistic update on the status of the
Pikesville Armory. The Pikesville Armory Foundation that includes the
veteran groups is taking over the project. Thus far, $2.2M has been
raised with the total requirement of $8M. The veterans’ group is targeting raising $100K, at which point a nonprofit will provide a grant for
an additional $500K. The veteran’s group will be responsible for the
operational costs associated with the NCO Club. Editor Will Mund
requested that PNC Ginsburg send him a report on the Pikesville
Armory so that he can include it in the upcoming issue of the Chin
Strap.
NC Hinz indicated that he is excited about all the activity that is currently underway within the Association and is looking forward to seeing everyone in person at the convention in October, if not sooner.
Closing Ceremony and Adjournment
Chaplain DeHaven provided a short prayer.
NC Hinz adjourned the meeting at 1037 hours.
Respectfully submitted,

FRANK A. ARMIGER
Adjutant
NEC Members please note:
These minutes are not distributed individually.
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