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In memory of 
 

Donald M. McKee 
4 Nov 23 – 2 Nov 19 

Past National Commander 
1993-1994 

Past Editor of the Twenty-Niner 
2005-2013 

See page 29 

Photo by Cotton Puryear 

Attendees gather for a photo in Hurt Hall at SMR, Camp Pendleton, Virginia on 11 October 
2019. Pictured on the far left, is Brigadier General Jim Ring, and on the far right, is the  

Adjutant General of Virginia, Major General Tim Williams. 

V irginia Beach was a fitting location for 
the 101st Convention and Reunion of 

the 29th Division Association. After all, it 
was on a beach that the 29th achieved one 
of its greatest victories on D-Day in 1944, a 
little over 75 years ago.  

In addition, there is a huge military pres-
ence in Virginia Beach area that includes 
all branches of the service.  

Although it is listed in the Guinness Book 
of World Records as having the longest 
pleasure beach in the world, Virginia Beach 
is not your normal resort town.  

It is the largest city in Virginia by popula-
tion with approximately ½ million residents 
and consequently, has beautiful neighbor-
hoods with permanent residents surround-
ing the resort area. 

The Wyndham Hotel Beachfront serving 
as the Convention site was nestled in a 
lovely residential neighborhood with wide 
streets and handsome homes. 

To the north is Cape Henry, the site 
where the English settlers landed in the 
New World, before establishing the first 

permanent settlement in Jamestown in 
1607. 

To the east lay the ever-expansive Atlan-
tic Ocean, across which many a 29er trav-
eled to defend our country against foreign 
foes in Europe and the Middle East. 

Looking out over this seemingly endless 
vista, one can only imagine what was going 
trough the minds of the young men who 
sailed to England to prepare for the D-Day 
landings. 

With that view and vision in mind it was a 
great segue into the hospitality suite. This 
is always the place where everyone gath-
ers, reuniting with old friends and sharing 
stories. That was no exception this year. 
There were items from the Association 
store on sale, cold and tasty beverages on 
hand, and ample snacks to nosh on.  

As an added touch to set the atmos-
phere, each table was decorated with pho-
tos of past 29ers. We are grateful to the 
ladies of Roanoke Post #64 for their gra-
cious hospitality throughout the convention. 

(Continued on page 13) 

Virginia Beach convention kicks off  
second century for the Association  



 

 

 It is a great honor to serve as National 
Commander of the 29th Division Associa-
tion for the 2019-2020 term.  I will be 
joined by and I welcome several new Na-
tional Officers - Senior Vice Commander 
Ted Shuey, Junior Vice Commander Dick 
Snyder, Adjutant Frank Armiger, Executive 
Director Valerie Simmers, and Chaplain 
Bill DeHaven.  And I greatly appreciate the 
many Officers that will continue to serve in 
the positions they held last year.    

I look forward to continuing the very 
productive efforts in recent years to in-
crease and invigorate membership.  My 
personal focus will be on ways to retain 
new members past their first year of 
membership in the Association.  The 
ideas and discussions during the Busi-
ness Meeting and the Post Commander's 
Breakout validate that we are on the right 
track and need to stay the course.  I also 
plan to provide an opportunity for the 
members that are family of 29ers to have 
active involvement in the Convention/
Reunion. 

During last year's meetings of the Na-
tional Executive Committee, we discussed 

opportunities to change events throughout 
the year.  We look forward to heightened 
Association representation at and partici-
pation in the observance of D-Day at the 
National D-Day Memorial in Bedford, Vir-
ginia.  We discussed making Association 
representation at D-Day observances in 
Normandy more planned and formal.  And 
to "lighten the load" for June, we will move 

the wreath laying ceremony at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National 
Cemetery to later in the year. 

The first meeting of the National Execu-
tive Committee will be held on Thursday, 
January 23rd, 2020 at the NCO Club 
Building at Pikesville, Maryland (formerly 
the Pikesville Military Reservation).  The 
second meeting will tentatively be held in 
June, with the date and location to be de-
termined.  We are in the process of evalu-
ating options for next year's Convention/
Reunion in the fall in the Frederick/
Gettysburg/Hagerstown triangle.   

I would like to thank Past National Com-
mander Leighton for his excellent service 
during the past year and for the success of 
the very recent Convention/Reunion in 
Virginia Beach; and of course we should 
all thank everyone that contributed and 
worked hard to make it a success. 

Thanks for the opportunity to serve as 
National Commander - "29 Let's Go!" 

 
Peter C. Hinz 
National Commander 
29th Division Association, Inc. 
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Meet Your New 

National Commander – Peter C. Hinz 

Photo by PNC Robert Wisch 

Steve Melnikoff, left, with MG John Epperly, Commanding General of the 29th Division, at 
the convention banquet on 12 October in Virginia Beach, VA. 



 

 

Donations to the Twenty-Niner 
 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our membership for their 
generosity in contributing to the Twenty-Niner for this Autumn/
Winter issue. From 1 July 2019 through 16 November 2019, 
these donations totaled $1,425.00 Note our cut-off date. If your 
contributions did not reach our National Executive Director by 1 
November 2019 then it will not be listed until the next issue. 
Donation checks must be made payable to the 29th Divi-
sion Association. 
 
Dennis, Larry & Ruth, Post 94, Associate, Bartlesville, OK 
    In memory of Don Koos, I/175 
Dooley, PNC Ivan, Post 110, HHC/121ENG, Baltimore, MD 
    In memory of PNC Donald M. McKee, E/175 
Jones, Helena, Post 88, Widow, Stevensville, MD 
    In memory of her husband, Robert W. "Bob" Jones 
New England Post 93 
    In memory of PNC Donald M. McKee, E/175 
Royce, Evelyn, Widow, Minneapolis, MN 
    In memory of her husband Howard Royce, B/116 
Tennis, William C., Post 5, Son, Hampton, VA 
    In memory of  Milton C. Tennis, D Btry, 710th AAA Gun Bn 
Veteran Corps, 5th Regiment Infantry, Baltimore, MD 
    In memory of LTC John F. Shettle, Sr. 
    In memory of CPT William Cosans 
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A word from the editor: 
 
Those of you who have already looked at page 18 of this edi-

tion have probably noted that we have a new National Executive 
Director. Her name is Valerie Simmers and she has spent the last 
3-4 years serving as National Adjutant of our association. She 
also serves Post 85 in North East, Maryland as their Adjutant. 

As I did not seek to be reappointed as National Executive Di-
rector, I was very happy that Valerie agreed to replace me in that 
important position. I thank her very much for stepping up and 
assuming this position. I would like to thank everyone for the sup-
port I received during my tenure as National Executive Director. 

—————————————— 
I will continue on as Editor of the Twenty-Niner and I am happy 

to report that Assistant Editor Frank Armiger will continue in that 
position as well. You will also note that Frank has agreed to serve 
as National Adjutant as Valerie has vacated that spot to become 
Executive Director. 

I would personally like to commend Assistant Editor Frank Ar-
miger for the superlative article he wrote covering our convention 
this year. In addition to that, he also provided many of the photos 
in the article. 

Frank has become a very important part of our association with 
his skills and attention to detail. Readers of his articles come 
away not just with a written report of an event but also with a full 
understanding of the history surrounding the event or site.  

—————————————— 
In my report to the members at the National Convention, I men-

tioned the fact that the convention costs continue to rise. We 
have tried to keep our costs to our members as low as possible; 
however, we cannot continue doing this for much longer. 

Compared to other Army division associations, our convention 
fees are extremely low. Some of  the other associations charge a 
registration fee of $70 or more per person.  

Our attendance was down this year but we still managed to 
have a good time. On 12 November, several of us traveled to 
Gettysburg, PA, Hagerstown and Frederick, MD to visit and 
tour three hotels in those areas. Barring any unforeseen diffi-
culties we anticipate having our 2020 convention at the 
Wyndham Gettysburg. 

——————————————— 
We’ve been able to recruit many new members due to our 

online initiatives. This has been accomplished by the extraordi-
nary effort of PNC David Ginsburg of Post 110 and Neil Unger-
leider of Post 93, however, we lose many members each year 
who pass away or get dropped for non-payment of dues.  

——————————————— 
Another concern I spoke about at the convention business 

meeting was that I felt that many of our members do not read our 
publications, as they seem to not be cognizant of many of the 
subjects that are presented in our publication.  

The Twenty-Niner is published not only for its historical content 
but to keep the membership informed of what actually happens in 
the association. We publish the minutes of every NEC meeting, 
but does anyone actually read them? 

(Continued on page 4) 

IMPORTANT NOTICE! 
New address for National Headquarters 

29th Division Association, Inc. 

National Headquarters 

5 Shore Drive 

North East, MD  21901-3397 

Important notice to all Post 

Commanders from the 

National Finance Officer 
 

As in the past, the National Finance Officer will file the re-
quired IRS Form 990N for each Post for Fiscal Year 2019. In 
order for this to happen, each Post must submit on Post Letter-
head a statement that “Post XX’s normal revenue stream is 
less than $50,000 a year.” This statement must be signed by 
either the Post Commander or Post Finance Officer. In the 
unlikely event a Post exceeds this amount, please contact the 
NFO for additional information. The statement can be sent via 
email or USPS to the following NLT 10 January 2020. 

NFO29thDivAssoc@gmail.com or NFO, 29th Division Asso-
ciation, 1702 Mews Way, Fallston, MD  21047 

Thanks in advance for your support with this important re-
quirement. 

 

Tom Knight 
National Finance Officer 



 

 

TAPS 
The following list shows names of known 29ers and their 

ladies or family members who died and their deaths report-

ed from July 1, 2019 through November 16, 2019. We are 

indeed saddened and mourn their passing. We extend our 

deepest sympathy and love to their families and loved ones. 

We pray that they and all of our earlier deceased 29ers and 

ladies may rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 

Brubaker, David W., Post 94, Towanda, PA  7/20/19 

Cosans, William L., Post 85, 1/115, North East, MD  6/16/19 

Delauter, Howard, Post 729, Smithsburg, MD  8/16/19 

Duncan, Norman, Post 94, E/116, Ashburn, VA  8/16/19 

Eldredge, Bob, Post 5 HQ/29ID(L), Chesapeake, VA  10/17/19 

Haynes, Roger, Post 78, 29thRAOC, Thurmont, MD  11/15/19 

McKee, PNC Donald, Post 94, E/175, Silver Spring, MD  11/2/19 

Meylor, Thomas E., Post 29, B/115, Longmont, CO  6/3/19 

Mignon, Jean, France  8/11/19 

Palumbo, Edward V., Post 78, AT/115, Charleroi, PA  3/15/18 

Rivard, Louis T., Post 29, F/116, Bourbonnais, IL  3/11/19 

Rowell, Vincent C., Post 2, C/227, Memphis, TN  4/18/19 

Shettle, John F., Post 1-72, HQ/175, Timonium, MD  8/8/19 

Showalter, Carlos, Post 64, Associate, Buchannan, VA  7/9/19 

Wachter, Barb L., Post 85, 729QM, Baltimore, MD  11/3/19 

Zimmerman, Charles E., Post 78, 3/116, Richmond, KY  10/16/19 
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    It was decided long ago, that as long as two 29ers survive, 

we shall remember and honor our comrades and ladies who 

have passed to the great beyond.  

    You have just read a list of 16 comrades who have died 

and whose deaths were reported to us since our last publica-

tion.  

    We ask survivors, friends, Post and Region Officers to 

forward information, as complete as possible, on the de-

ceased to the National Executive Director, so that we can 

include them in the next issue of “The Twenty-Niner” and in 

the National Reunion Memorial Service. This will only be 

possible with your help. 

 

Valerie Simmers 

National Executive Director 

5 Shore Drive 

North East, MD  21901-3327 

E-mail: vhawk0926@gmail.com 

Is the Twenty-Niner really worth my efforts and the associ-
ation’s expense? Would we be better off without a publica-
tion?  Do the members really read it, or could they care less? 
These are questions that only editors and writers would think 
about asking.  

I wonder how many members are reading this right now?  
—————————————— 

I must mention the passing of Past Editor and Past National 
Commander Donald M. McKee. When I arrived on the scene in 
2009, Don welcomed me very warmly and began to prepare me 
for taking over as Editor of the Twenty-Niner. I think he was very 
relieved when I eventually took over as he had often wondered 
and worried about the future of the Twenty-Niner.  

I was very fortunate to have Don to learn from. He was a good 
and sincere friend who supported me unequivocally. I do truly 
hope that in the future we have some younger individuals step up 
to support our association who are of Don’s caliber. 

Those of you who knew Don and were touched by his passion 
for the 29th Division Association are urged to send a donation in 
Don’s memory to the 29th Division Association. 

I know that Don met a lot of people on his trips to France and 
recruited many to join Silver Spring Post 94. He will be missed by 
all of those who knew him. Post 94 and the 29th Division Associ-
ation will continue to honor his memory.  

——————————————- 
Please note the various notices being published in this edition 

informing every one of our change of address for our National 
Headquarters. We will be giving up our P.O. Box and all corre-
spondence should now be sent to: 29th Division Association, 
Inc., National Headquarters, 5 Shore Drive, North East, MD  
21901-3397. 

I thank everyone for their continued support to our association. 
 

William S. Mund, Jr. 
Editor 

(Continued from page 3) 

The Editorial Staff of the Twenty-Niner and the entire mem-

bership of the 29th Division Association congratulates the 

following veteran who has been awarded the French Legion 

of Honor. We commend the government of the Republic of 

France for their noble effort to honor this United States veter-

an for the courage and sacrifice that he displayed during 

these most perilous years in the history of mankind. 

 

Bell, Richmond R. 

B/116th Infantry 

Wellfleet, MA 

Post 93 
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“I Can’t Tell You Everything.” 
Part 2 

Writing Home From the War Front — 1942 - 1945 
A collection of family letters compiled and transcribed by Carlton and Mary Nabb. 

Note: Punctuation and grammar inaccuracies have not been edited. 

My Dearest Georgia & Georgie, 
Jan 1, 1943 

 
Well here it is New Year's Day, but it surely doesn't seem like it to 

me. We have been hard at it all day. It is now 11 oclock and I have 
just come back to my room from the Co. I spent New Year's Eve 
right here in my room. We had to attend a 
school both last night and tonight. 

I received two air mail letters from you 
today wrote on the 7th and 8th of Decem-
ber. I can't tell you how much I look forward 
to receiving them. When I read them I feel 
as I were right there with you and Georgie 
Boy. The little things that you write of such 
as Georgie with his face full of candy, makes 
it seem as if I were looking right at him. 

I have to go to Bowinemouth which is 
about 50 miles from here tomorrow. I'm on a 
Special Court Board which meets over 
there. I rather welcome it as it will relieve 
the monotony of the days work here. 

I hear that a new Co. Commander is 
coming to Co. D. within a short time. That 
will leave me more or less out in the cold. I 
don't know whether I shall be transferred 
to another Co in the Regiment or not. At 
any rate it means that there is no captain-
cy in view for me. I'm not worrying about it 
however as it will be a relief to be free of some of the responsi-
bility and worry for a while, though I had hoped to receive a 
promotion soon. 

Tell your mother that I asked whether or not she let anyone 
come to see her to- day. I know she usually doesn't. How is your 
grandmother? Better I hope. I would surely love to have some of 
those oysters from Elliots Island. 

I received a Xmas and New Years telegram from Aunt Belle 
and Harry. I have intended to write to them, but somehow have 
never gotten around to it. 

We are celebrating New Years Day right now by drinking toma-
to juice. We got it in cans in our Co. store. Each man gets two or 
three cans a month. It surely tastes good. 

I'm getting pretty sleepy, so will close. Will try to write again 
tomorrow night. 

Lots of Love 
Junior & Daddy sent via air mail, 6 cent stamp, postmark not 

legible except 1943 

3 January 1943 
My Dear Georgia and Georgie Boy 
I received two letters from you today. One was written the 12th 

of December and the other the 17th of November. The one you 
wrote in November had three pictures in it of Georgie. One of 
them was the one where he was chopping with hoe. I don't under-

stand why there should be such a difference 
in the time. 
    I also received one from Aunt Bertie. Was 
rather surprised to hear from her. Said she 
got the address from Aunt Belle. She wrote 
that Frank was trying to get into the Navy, 
but his draft board wouldn't release him. 
We have had some snow here not much 
though as it snowed some during the night, 
later turned into a rain. I don't imagine they 
have much snow over here as compared to 
what we have at home. Do you remember 
that winter we had so much of it and how 
cold it was. I can still remember those morn-
ings when I took the milk out in a wagon and 
nearly froze. 
    You should have receive some mail from 
me before this as I write three or four times 
every week and sometimes every night. 
I went to Bowinemouth yesterday on a trial. It 
is right on the English Channel. Quite a pret-
ty place. It is much more modern than any 

of the other towns I have been to. Can you guess what I had on 
that day for dinner. Oysters on half shell! They didn't taste much 
like the oysters home, but were oysters none the less. After the 
trial was over we went to a movie. We got back here about 9:30 
last night. Talk about hard to get back. We had to travel with black-
out lights on. There are no road signs and you cant tell where you 
are going unless you stop someone and ask them. 

How is old puddin pie tonight? Is he as bad as ever? I'll bet he 
has a time with Martin and Papa. Tell him to pull Martin's old 
wooly knotty hair. 

I'm sorry to hear that Uncle Will is sick. He has been having 
those attacks pretty often of late hasn't he? 

Tommy says that he wouldn't mind staying over here for a long 
time. Well he can have it. I'm ready to go back just as soon as I 
can. I've got a hard day ahead of me tomorrow so will close with 
Lots & Lots of Love 

Junior & Daddy 
postmarked Jan 4, 1943 - air mail 
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6 January 1943 
My Dearest Georgia & Georgie Boy: 
I have just gotten back from Bowinemouth, it is about 11 p.m. 

We went down there yesterday morning. It is a town right on the 
English Channel. It is noted as being a summer resort, but I don't 
think there is much of that going on there now due to the war. 

I went to see a couple of movies while there and really enjoyed 
them. I had oysters and roast duck for dinner yesterday and to-
day I had oysters and gagged rabbit. I certainly enjoyed them 
especially the rabbit. It tasted just like the ones we used to have 
home. They certainly don't know how to make a cup of coffee 
though. It is just about like drinking quinine. You get a lump of sug-
ar for each cup of coffee and a very small lump of that. What I 
wouldn't give for a cup of your coffee. 

Some more of the men are going to London tomorrow, but 
I'm staying in. By the way I slept this morning until 11:30. 
Some class Eh! 

I received your v mail letter of the 16th of December today. I shall 
write to the Treasury within a few days unless I hear that you have 
received the allotment. By the way I think we are to get an increase 
in pay due to the enlisted service I had in the National Guard. If true 
that is going to be a nice little increase. Honey if that other allotment 
ever does come thru try to hold on to all you can as I know we will 
need it and need it bad when this war is over. 

I know now that Xmas is all over with you all. It certainly hasn't 
seemed much like Xmas here. 

I don't know much else to tell you except that I love you both 
and trust that it won't be too long before I can see you again. 

Tell Georgie to be easy on Teddy as he is a little dog and 
Georgie is a big boy. That was amusing about him telling Martin 
about his name being George B. 

Nabb wasn't it. Bless his heart, I'd give most anything to see 
him tonight. 

How is Uncle Will? Better I hope. 
Will try to write again tomorrow night. Lots of Love 
Junior & Daddy 
 

8 January 1943 
My Dear Georgia: 
I wonder what you and my little man are doing tonight. Are you 

well? Almost every letter I get from you says that you are not feel-
ing very well. I received one yesterday that you wrote on the 23rd 
December. That was rather quick wasn't it? 

I am well except that I still have a slight cold. It is much better 
than it was sometime ago. You know honey except for being sep-
arated from you all it really isn't too bad here. We work hard yes, 
but at the end of the day, when we don't have to attend a school or 
work on the next days work too late we have a chance to enjoy our 
room. It is certainly cozy in here by the fire at night, especially 
after being out in the cold all day. So don't worry too much about 
me dear I'm safe and well and that is enough to ask for now. 

What is George B.Nabb doing tonite? I'm sure he and Martin 
have a time. He is just about the size that I was when old Carl 
Pinder came to work for Papa. 

Have you had any muskrat yet? I expect they are pretty high, 
and I'm sure the furs must be high. Is Johnny doing any trapping 
this year? I expect not if he is working out to Hop Malone's. 

Is Ridgeway married yet? How is Bill getting along out to Mr. 
Marshall's? By the way how is Lynn Marshall? Does he get any 
better? 

I think I shall write to Aunt Belle and Harry tonite while I have 
some time to spare. I should have done so long ago. 

Did you ever get the handkerchief that I mailed home? You 
must certainly have received them by now. 

Will you write and tell me in your next letter. If I have a Govern-
ment Life Insurance policy hoe somewhere. It is for $5,000. I'm 
positive it must be there somewhere, but when I checked my pay 
voucher this month it didn't show any deduction for it. There has 
been a mistake made somewhere I know and I'm positive that I 
have had the policy for some time. Just write and tell me the date 
of the policy and where it was made out. 

I'm going to write about the allotment, but by the time they got the 
letter it will probably be straightened out. I'll do it just in case it 
hasn't though. 

I suppose Papa finished with his corn before Xmas as your last 
letter said he had ten more piles to husk. 

Write often and tell me the news. Lots of Love 
Junior & Daddy 
P.S. Hello there George Nabb. How is tricks? Are you riding Joe 

Boy yet? Keep the fleas off of Teddy. 
Daddy 
 

10 January 1943 
My Dear Georgia and Georgie Boy: 
I am writing this Sunday morning. It is 11:45. I have just finished 

dressing and shaving. So you can see that I must have gotten up 
awful early.  I took my 24 hrs off this weekend, and I'm really en-
joying it in bed. I don't intend to leave camp, just sleep and do 
some writing. This is the first time I've had off since I have been 
over here with the exception of the trips to London and Bowine-
mouth. 

I just signed a pay voucher for $250.00 uniform allowance. I'm 
not sure when we will get it, but think it will be soon. I'll probably 
send the greater part to you. This amount plus the back pay for 
longevity which is due me will amount to over $500.00. That 
seems a lot of money compared to what I used to have doesn't it? 
It will probably be quite a while before I get the back pay though. 
We have only one way of sending money home now and that is 
by money order. While that is a safe way in the long run, by the 
length of time that has elapsed since I mailed you a money order 
for $50.00 it is surely a slow process. We get more money on one 
hand and have to pay it out in income and victory tax in the other. 
We have to pay a tax of 5 per cent on our salary now, and our in-
come tax becomes due 3 months after the war is over. I had rather 
pay it now, as that is going to be quite a large amount to pay at 
one time. However if and when this war is over, I'll be only too glad 
to do it. 

I received a Xmas card from Capt. Todd yesterday. He had ad-
dressed it to Capt Nabb. Somebody is surely mixed up back there 
about promotions. 

I suppose it is pretty cold back there, isn't it? I saw in one of the 
papers where it was 10 degrees below zero in New York. Sambo 
will have a time sliding on the ice won't he? Those pictures of him 
with his boots on are certainly cute. He looks like he is getting to 
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be a big boy now. I wish I could be there with you both, but since 
that is impossible I'll have to be content with waiting. 

Sometimes I think the war will be over by the last of this year, at 
others it looks as though it may last quite a long time. I'm hoping 
that the end will come soon. 

Honey send me about 3 suits of summer underwear. I still have 
quite a bit, but several suits are the worse for wear. On second 
thought don't do this as I have some more clothing coupons now 
and can buy them right here so don't bother. It would probably be 
two or three months before I received them anyway. 

I haven't been down to the Co. today, but hope I have a letter or 
two there from you. Write often. Lots of Love 

Junior & Daddy 
postmarked Jan 13, 1943 
 

12 January 1943  
My Dear Georgia & Georgie Boy 
I have just finished supper. We had potatoes, stewed tomatoes, 

carrot pudding, sausage and hot chocolate. I suppose that by 
now you are having sausage and scrapple. And hominy. I surely 
would like to have some of it right now. 

Today has been another of those cloudy and rainy days that we 
have so many of. Right now it is raining pretty hard, or it was 
when I came in. 

Well I have a new Co. Commander, Capt Powell who has been 
the Regimental Adjutant. So there goes my Captaincy. They gave 
me a tall story about sending him down there for experience with 
probability he would stay two or three months. That is just some-
thing to make me feel better I suppose. However I'm not falling for 
it. He was sent down because some of the higher ups were not 
satisfied with what I was doing with the Co. They asked me to 
stay on as second in command. I'm going to give it a try anyway. 
I can always ask for a transfer if I so desire. 

How is my little man tonight? I don't expect it is very quiet 
around there after supper is it? I can imagine he is in to every-
thing he can get into. 

I received a letter from Fanny yesterday. She was telling me of 
Georgie pulling Carol Ann around in his wagon and how he broke 
the tongue out of it. I'll bet he is pretty rough. If Carol Ann has kept 
growing like she was I expect she is as large as he is now isn't 
she? 

Have you ever heard whether Guy Smith got my letter or not. I 
wrote to him quite some time ago. Has Ramona Lee got another 
dog yet? Tell Georgie that he will have to give her Teddy. 

I am well and believe I'm getting bigger. I was weighed the oth-
er day and I weighed 154 lbs. That is heavier than I have been for 
some time. Last summer I only weighed about 145. So this mut-
ton over here must be agreeing with me. 

We had planned on having a dance for the enlisted men in the 
Co. some time week after next, however with a new Co. Com-
mander I don't know whether he will approve or not. 

I expect I'll be busy for the next day or two transferring property. 
That is quite a job and must be done whenever Co. Commanders 
change. It will be more or less of a relief to shift the responsibility 
to someone else's shoulders for a while and enjoy being a 1st Lt. 
with just its duties and responsibilities. 

I can't think of much else to write about tonight. We have a 
meeting of officers at 8:00 in the Dining Room for something or 
other. Write often. 

Lots of Love Junior & Daddy 
no envelope 
 

14 January 1943 
My Dear Georgia & Georgie Boy: 
What are you doing tonight? or rather today it is with you. I 

am writing this while waiting for supper. I am Officer of The Day 
today, so I don't have to put on my bib and tucker for tonight. I 
have told you before haven't I that we have to dress in dress 
uniform. 

Well I'll begin again. I had to stop for supper. Do you re-
member the old brass school bell they used to have at coun-
try schools. Well we have one here just like it and at meal 
time the orderlies walk through the halls ringing the bell. 
Sounds right familiar. 

Only one officer per Co. stands. Reville at 6:30 each morning 
so on my mornings off the bell is the first thing that awakens 
me. It is then 7:00. This old cot of mine certainly feels good 
after a hard day. I usually sleep like a top. Lt. Bussard who 
sleeps in here with us usually waits until about 10 or 11 o'clock 
to begin reading and the last two nights he has had a washing 
spree. So I don't get to sleep any to early. Remember how ear-
ly we used to go to bed? 

In your last letter you wrote of snow and cold weather. The 
weather here has not changed a great deal. We have had one or 
two nights when it froze pretty hard but it soon warms up some 
and the mud is right there. We are lucky that we have paved 
roads right here in camp. One would never know that this was a 
camp by looking at the buildings. It is almost exactly like a small 
town. 

I suppose Georgie had to have a snow man didn't he? So he 
wanted Martin to go get the tractor and pull him out of the snow. I 
suppose he got that from seeing him pull the car out. 

Fanny wrote that someone told her that they heard me over the 
radio. Well they didn't. The closest I've been to a radio is to listen 
to one. While in London Tommy met some girl who told him to 
come down and she would put him on the radio. Trust Wilson for 
to find them. I certainly hope that you have received the allotment 
by now. I know it must be embarrassing to be without money es-
pecially at Xmas. I haven't wrote about it as in your letters you 
said that you had written about it but if in your next letters you 
haven't received it I certainly shall write. By the way you must 
certainly have received the money order I sent by now. I filled out 
the forms for my uniform allowance, but haven't heard anymore 
from  it. 

How is Papa's asthma? Better I hope. Tell Sara that she 
had better have that appendix taken out or she will be sorry 
for it someday. It will burst and then she will be lucky if she 
recovers. 

How is Sambo's appendix? I'll bet nothing bothers him does it. 
Does he still take his titty bottle as much as ever? Write often. 

Lots of Love Junior & Daddy 
postmarked Jan 16, 1943 
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16 January 1943 
My Dear Georgia 
This is just another Saturday night. There is a dance going on 

down in the Officers Dining Room tonight. I haven't been down 
and don't think I shall go tonight. 

I received your v mail letter of the 4th of January. That is only 
12 days. Evidently they are much faster than the air mail. 

I wrote a letter tonight about the allotment. Maybe it will be 
straightened out after a while though I can't understand why it 
has been so long. 

I received my uniform allowance a day or two ago. I think I shall 
send part of it to you by money order, but will write and tell you 
just when. If it takes as long as the other one has it will be some 
time before you receive it. 

I think I shall go to church in the morning as I haven't been for 
two Sundays now. Are you still having snow and cold weather 
there. January and February are usually the worst months there 
anyway. I received the picture and package all right but haven't 
received the cake you wrote that you were going to send. Lots of 
Love. Write often. 

Junior & Daddy 
postmarked Jan 31, 1943 New York, NY 
 

17 January 1943 
My Dear Georgia & Georgie Boy: 
I received your letter of Xmas Day today.  It was a nice long 

one.  I wish that I could have been with you and Georgie for 
Xmas. Maybe by next Xmas we will be together. I still remember 
his first Xmas tree and the time we had trimming the tree and 
how he kept pulling the ornaments off the tree. I had to change 
pens when I started. I left mine down in the office. This is Tom-
my's that I'm using now. This is certainly black ink. 

About that broadcast that people were asking you about. I 
have never broad- casted over the radio. However at the Red 
Cross Club where I stayed while in Lon- don one of the attend-
ants there asked me if I hadn't been there before as someone 
by that name had registered there. His name was in the book, 
but I never thought to look it up. I wish I had now as it might be 
some one related to me. If I ever get a chance to go back there 
I'll make it a point to look it up. The only way I can figure it out is 
that someone by the same name as myself did the broadcast-
ing. Or else there is a chance that my name might have been 
mentioned as being over here, but with some announcer doing 
the talking. 

I would like to get a chance to say something to you over the 
radio but there wouldn't be much to it if you couldn't answer me 
back. 

I'm glad to hear that Papa sold the horse for $75.00. He had 
never used her anyway especially since I have been away. 

I'm going to send you a money order within the next day or two. 
I'm telling you this so you can be on the lookout for it. I think I 
shall buy a bond and I will either have that sent to you or to the 
bank. By the way write and tell me what my balance there is. 

I will either be sending you a money order from time to time or 
will buy war bonds as I won't have any need for all the money I 
shall receive under the new pay basis. I hesitate to have the allot-

ment changed due to the delay I have had this time. I told you in 
the letter I wrote last night that I had written about it. I certainly 
hope they have it straightened out by now. 

What is my little man doing tonight? Is he still afraid of Aunt 
Hester? I know she doesn't like that if he is. How does he and 
Uncle Walter get along killing hogs. I'll bet he was right in the rush. 
He will soon have a birthday won't he? He will be three years old 
won't he? Honestly I've forgotten dates time and everything else 
within the last year or so. I went to church this morning. Did you 
and Georgie, I'll bet not. Write soon. I haven't received the cake 
yet. 

Lots of Love, Junior & Daddy 
postmarked Jan 18 1943 
 

20 January 1943 
My Dearest Georgia & Georgie Boy! 
I have just finished supper. It is just 6 oclock. Over there it's just 

about dinner time. Today has been another rainy day of which we 
have many. 

I'm not feeling so hot tonight. I believe I have taken more cold. 
My head hurts a little.  Sure do miss having you to rub my nose.   
But since I've been over here I have never had it to bother me 
like it did at times back in the states and can't understand why 
because this weather here for the past two months has certainly 
been enough to give anyone a cold. 

C Co. is having a party tonight. They have asked me to come 
over, but I don't think I shall go as I'm duty officer and have to make 
a blackout and bed check. I'm not certain as to when we are go-
ing to have ours as we have already postponed it twice. 

I bought a war bond today. A $100.00 one or that is it cost me 
$75.00. It will be sent to you from Washington, so you can be on 
the lookout for it in the mail. However don't look for it too soon as it 
will probably be some time before you receive it. You can deposit it 
in the bank if you don't want to keep it around the house. I am also 
mailing you a money order for $100.00 that you can deposit to my 
account. If you haven't received your other checks from the Gov-
ernment by the time you receive this you will have to use some 
of this if you need it. By the way I was thinking that it would be a 
good thing to have my bank account changed from a checking 
account to a savings account. That is if they are paying any 
interest. I don't believe it would be a good policy to have it all 
changed though. Maybe leave three or four hundred dollars in 
the checking account in case I did want to write a check.  I don't 
know whether you can do that or whether I would have to send 
a signed check to you in order to effect the transfer. I was think-
ing that even a thousand dollars at 3% for a year would mean 
$30.00 and as it is it is not earning anything. Write and let me 
know what the thing to do is. 

I understand we are to get 48 hrs passes soon and possibly fur-
loughs of a week. If I get one I think I shall go up to Scotland if 
possible and find some quiet spot and just relax. 

How are you and the boy? Well I hope. Almost every letter I get 
from you says that you are feeling bad. Honey you will just have to 
stop that worrying. It accomplishes nothing and you will soon be 
a nervous wreck. It is not easy for me, but I have made up my 
mind not to think about it anymore than I can help. You are not 
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alone in this there are millions just like you. At least I'm well and 
safe. This is enough to be thankful for, for the time being at least. 
I think of you all often and wonder what you are doing and pray 
for the day when we will be together. Kiss the boy for me. With all 
my Love 

Junior & Daddy 
postmarked 21 January 1943 
 

21 January 1943 
My Dear Georgia & Georgie Boy: 
I wonder what you are doing tonight. I received two air mail 

letters from you today. You mailed them on the 7th and 8th of 
January. 

Honey you almost took my breath when you told me what you 
paid for that mattress and springs.  I had to read it over two or 
three times just to make sure I was right. that is an outrageous 
price. I should think you could almost buy a complete bedroom 
suite for that. Just think that is more than you received for the 
horse you sold. I just told Victor McCool that after sleeping on 
what I've been sleeping on if I ever get home, I'd never be able to 
go to sleep on it. 

I'm sorry to hear that you are not getting the allotment. It is being 
deducted from my pay each month and you will certainly get it 
sometime. However I wish they would hurry up and get it straight-
ened out. 

I shall write to Ramona tonight. You said that she had been ask-
ing for a letter from me. I suppose she is getting to be a big girl 
now, but I'll bet she doesn't push Georgie around much. Do you 
remember how he used to bite her every time they played together. 

About my income tax. Yes we will have to pay one and a big 
one and in addition a Victory tax of 5% on every penny I make. 
The Victory tax is to be payable monthly I think, but the income 
tax does not become due until three months after the war is over. 
That is going to be a tremendous amount to pay out at one time 
especially if this thing lasts long. So save what you can while we 
can. Honey I don't mind you getting things that you really want, but 
when this is over I'm afraid that the last Depression is going to be 
a tame affair compared to what this one will be. 

They have made a new ruling here that officers may wear cover-
alls in the field. Mine are home and don't bother to send them as 
you probably couldn't anyway under these new postal regulations 
and we can buy them here for around $3.00 per suit. I suppose I'll 
have to have several suits. 

Today has been a sunshiny one for a change. One really ap-
preciates the sun when it does shine over here. 

Is Mrs. Gray any better? And how is Papa's asthma. From your 
letters they are certainly cutting down on the gas over there. Prob-
ably be a good thing in some ways, as quite a few people just ride 
for the sake of riding anyway. Can't think of much else tonight. 
Lots of Love 

Junior & Daddy 
P.S. Tell George Nabb to pull Martin's old wooly hair. Post-

marked Jan 22 1943 
 

24 January 1943 
My Dear Georgia & Georgie Boy: 

I am writing this just before dinner. I went to Church this morn-
ing. Maybe I'll get in the habit here and it won't be so hard to do 
when I come home. 

I didn't get up this morning until 7:30 so I missed by breakfast. I 
just stopped by the enlisted men's mess hall and had a nice big 
steak sandwich. I believe they eat better than the officers for the 
most part. I can't remember having steak more than two or three 
times since we have been over here. I could surely go for one of 
Ruby's hamburger sandwiches with plenty of onions now. 

Today is cloudy and foggy. Yesterday was a bright day for a 
change. I expect you are having some real winter back there by now. 

Have you heard from the allotment yet. Maybe the letter I wrote 
will straight- en it out. I'm not uneasy about not getting the money, 
but it should be straightened out. If I don't hear from them within a 
reasonable time and you still write that you haven't received it I 
shall go to see the Finance Office here. If you get any corre-
spondence from them or about the life insurance either be sure to 
keep it where you can find it as it may be needed at sometime to 
straighten out the mess that it is in. 

I haven't heard anymore about the passes and leave however 
they will not have anything definite on it until tomorrow. 

Well I will begin again. I had to stop for supper and then go to a 
school after supper. I also went down to an officers store that is 
here for two or three days and bought a wool shirt, a nectie, pr of 
gloves, some handkerchiefs. The first one I got was too small so I 
took it back a while ago and couldn't get anything except one that 
is too long in the sleeves. They say they will have some more in 
before they leave and perhaps I can exchange it then. 

I have enrolled for a course in French and German which is 
being given to the Officers. We are to have it two nights per 
week. Maybe I'll be writing to you in French before long. 

The news in the papers has been very encouraging for the past 
few days. I hope it will continue to be so. 

How is Sambo? Bad as ever? I was thinking the other night 
about what a time we used to have with him at night down in Co-
lumbus to get him to sleep. Remember how he used to throw his 
nip under the bed so we would have to turn the light on to find it? 
That was one good thing about Fort Benning. We were together. 
As for the place itself, I believe I had rather be here. 

Some of the men have had their pictures taken in some of the 
towns around. If I can find a place I'll have mine taken and send it 
to you. Must close as it is nearly bedtime.   Lots of Love 

Junior & Daddy 
no envelope 
 

25 January 1943 
V MAIL 
My Dear Georgia, 
I have just finished my first class in the study of German. I can 

see that it's going to be pretty hard to learn. Some of us are taking 
German and others French. I would like to be able to learn both, 
but I don't see how I can. If and when we get over there I want to 
be able to know how to ask for something to eat. 

I sent another v mail letter to the Adjutant Generals office today 
about the allotment. We should surely get some action within a 
reasonable time. 
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Hope this finds you all well. Today has been cold and rainy. 
Does Georgie still go wading in the mud puddles with his little 
boots. He could certainly find plenty of them if he was here.  

I haven't received a letter now for several days. Maybe 
when they do come I'll have two or three. Did you ever get 
the handkerchiefs that I sent to you. I have never received 
the fruit cake you said that you mailed. By the way I suppose 
you know that you can't send any more packages don't you. 
Unless in an unusual case. Give my love to all and hug the 
boy for me. 

Lots of Love 
Junior & Daddy postmarked Feb 5 1943 in New York, NY 
 

30 January 1943 
My Dearest Georgia & Georgie Boy: 
I am writing this Saturday night about 11:30. I have been 

duty officer today and that means make a bed check at 11 
oclock. Otherwise I think I should have been in bed. There is 
a dance going on in the Officers Dining Room tonight. Music 
sounds pretty good! 

I received a v mail letter from you yesterday dated the 16th. 
You know that I wrote you once that the air mail, was as fast as 
the v mail, but it hasn't been true for some time now. So while I 
like the long letters better just keep on writing by v mail. 

Those handkerchiefs I mailed you were Irish linen. I cer-
tainly hope you get them all right. However they were in just 
an ordinary packing envelope and I expect they received 
some rough handling before they got there. I gave about 70 
cents apiece for them. 

We are to go to London or Oxford next Thursday for a 48 hr 
pass. Surely expect to enjoy that time off. Since Capt. Powell 
has been with the Co, I have gotten rid of some of the re-
sponsibility and feel sometime like a load has dropped from 
my shoulders. 

I have been asked to go to Bn. as S5 or Plans & Training 
Officer. I haven't reached a decision yet. It's pretty hard to 
break ties with men you have known and served with for 
along time as I have some of those in D Co. However the 
other opening rates a promotion if it ever comes. Whereas 
there is no chance of one in D while Capt Powell is there. 

About the allotment. I have put all the machinery in motion 
that I know of to get it straightened out so we will just have to 
wait on it awhile. In the meantime I shall try to send hoe to you 
a little from time to time Guess what! I received a notice from 
the Commercial Credit Corporation that my Dec payt on the 
car was due. I suppose the mail will find you wherever you are.  

I suppose that about this time you are getting Sambo ready 
for bed. Does he roll and kick like he used to. Wonder who he 
gets that from. Please be careful about him riding on the trac-
tor. It's bad enough to be separated from you, but if something 
were to happen to you I hardly know how I could stand it.  

I was thinking that he would soon have a birthday but can't 
for the life of me remember whether its the 24th of March or 
the 17th. If I can find something I'll try to send it to him. It 
would have to be small however. 

Grat showed me some pictures of the little girl taken Xmas 

morning. She was sitting under the Xmas tree with all her 
toys, around her. Surely was cute. 

I can't think of anything to tell you except we have been 
having March weather all this week. Not too cold though. 
Give my love to all. Kiss the boy for me and tell him I'm look-
ing for that little black dog. With all my love. 

Junior & Daddy no envelope 
 

2 February 1943 
My Dearest Georgia & Georgie: 
Well today was Ground Hog Day. I think he saw his shadow 

over here that is if he came out between showers. It has 
been nice and warm today except for occasional showers. I 
was also thinking that tonight marks the end of two years 
service for me. Much has happened in that time hasn't it. Do 
you remember the morning you and Georgie came down to 
the train to see me off. I'll never forget that. We had to get 
him up out of bed to go. He had on his little blue knit suit. The 
first one he ever had. 

Honey I went to see a show tonight. The first one I've been 
to see since I've been here. I certainly enjoyed it. It was a 
western stage show. They sang and played all the old songs. 
There was a girl in the show who sang "The Indian Love 
Call". You remember that don't you in "Rose Marie"? 

I'm going to send this letter free just to see if it makes any 
difference in the time it takes for you to receive it. I haven't 
received a letter now for several days, but then there has 
been little mail for anyone. Maybe when it does come I'll have 
several. 

I saw Boob today. He was telling me that Frances had 
stopped work. He says they are expecting the blessed event 
about April. Today was the first time I've seen him to talk with 
him since we have been over to the new place. 

I suppose people will soon begin farming now. Especially 
getting ready for peas and watermelons. 

I didn't get my back pay for longevity this month, but expect 
to get it next month. Should be around $200.00. I hope you 
have heard from the allotment by now. There are some oth-
ers here who have been just as long. I would have my al- 
lotment increased, but I hesitate to do it on account of the 
delay that might ensue. So I'll just send home a money order 
or buy a bond with what I don't need. 

How is my little man tonight? I suppose he is fast asleep by 
now. It is 10:30 here. Does he want to play with the little 
lambs. Tell him the old mamma sheep will butt him if he both-
ers her babies. I know that he and Martin must have a time 
for I'm certain he wants to be right after Martin's heels. 

Is Papa's asthma any better. I surely hope so. Is Sara fat 
as ever? She will have to borrow some from Emily. How is 
Uncle Will? In your last letter you wrote that he was pretty ill.  
Give my love to all. And to you and the boy I send all my love 
and a good night kiss. As Ever, 

Junior & Daddy 
postmarked Feb 8, 1943 

 
To be continued. 
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Warfighter 20-1 tests 29th Infantry Division combat readiness 

FORT INDIANTOWN GAP, PA – More 
than 450 National Guard Soldiers as-
signed to the Fort Belvoir-based 29th In-
fantry Division from Virginia and Maryland, 
as well as Soldiers from seven other states 
came together to participate in a Warfight-
er exercise Sept. 25-Oct. 11, 2019, at Fort 
Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania. 

These Soldiers, as well as dozens more 
from the Harrisburg, Pennsylvania- based 
28th Infantry Division, the Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky-based 101st Airborne Division 
(Air Assault) and Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Washington-based I Corps, par-
ticipated in Warfighter 20-1, a culminating 
exercise designed to test and formally 
evaluate the readiness of the division staff 
to operate as a forward-deployed com-
mand headquarters. 

Also included in the training audience 
was the Arkansas National Guard’s 142nd 
Field Artillery Brigade and 77th Combat 
Aviation Brigade, the South Carolina Na-
tional Guard’s 218th Maneuver Enhance-
ment Brigade, the New Mexico National 
Guard’s 111th Sustainment Brigade and 
the Virginia National Guard’s 116th Infan-
try Brigade Combat Team. 

“The 29th ID staff prepared for this im-
portant training event over the last 13 
months and committed a significant 
amount of additional training days,” said 
Col. Preston Scott the 29th ID chief of 
staff. “The preparations paid off as the 
staff increased its knowledge and im-
proved its ability to integrate and synchro-
nize intelligence and fires to enable ma-
neuver in multi-domain operations.”   

The intent of the Warfighter exercise is 

to validate and synchronize the decisive, 
shaping, and sustaining operations from 
division down through the brigades and 
across all warfighting functions. The exer-
cise focused on training and evaluating the 
various division staff elements and warf-
ighting functions on command and control 
in a simulated, forward-deployed combat 
environment.   

The exercise used computer simulations 
to replicate the challenges of operating in 
a combat environment. At each stage, new 
challenges were introduced into the sce-
nario to test the readiness of equipment 
and personnel. 

“Warfighter is the premiere command 
training event for a division headquarters. 
It is the only place where all levels of the 
organization, from division down through 
the various brigades and battalions, can 
come together in a simulated conflict and 
execute all of their warfighting functions at 
the same time,” said Command Sgt. Maj. 
Alan Ferris, 29th Infantry Division com-
mand sergeant major. 

Soldiers from I Corps served as the divi-
sion’s higher-headquarters for the exer-
cise; while the 101st Airborne Division and 
28th operated alongside the 29th in the 
simulation. The participation of these units 
helped to add to the sense of realism with-
in the simulation, by providing leaders 
within the division the opportunity to coor-
dinate and interact with units at various 
levels and locations, even across time 
zones, as they would in a real-world sce-
nario. 

“A warfighter exercise is the pinnacle 
training event for a division staff. This sim-

ulation challenges members to rapidly 
assess unfamiliar terrain, geopolitical con-
ditions and a peer adversary in order to 
develop detailed plans to defeat our com-
petition in large scale ground combat oper-
ations,” said Scott. 

The entire exercise was overseen by 
observer coach/trainers and senior men-
tors from the Mission Command Training 
Support Program from Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas. Each member of this team has 
been certified through a rigorous training 
program and are subject matter experts on 
doctrine and their specific war fighting 
function. They played a critical role by 
mentoring and providing feedback to all 
staff members from the initial planning 
phase to the after-action review. 

“My biggest take-away from this exer-
cise has been how the Army National 
Guard continues to be a learning organiza-
tion. We started the exercise working slow-
ly and methodically, learning from one 
another, and by the end it all culminated in 
mission success,” said Ferris. 

The Soldiers of the 29th have been pre-
paring for this culminating exercise for just 
over a year and had to successfully hit 
specific milestones along the way. One of 
those milestones was the Command Post 
Exercise that took place in June, also at 
Fort Indiantown Gap. The CPX served as 
a “dry run” for the Warfighter. 

“I absolutely want to recognize and 
thank the families and civilian employers of 
our Citizen-Soldiers,” added Ferris. “Their 
continued support has been paramount to 
our readiness and success. 

By SGT Marc Heaton 

RICHMOND, VA — Col. Christopher J. 
Samulski will be assigned as the new dep-
uty commander of the 116th Infantry Bri-
gade Combat Team, according to an an-
nouncement made Oct. 17, 2019, by Maj. 
Gen. Timothy P. Williams, the Adjutant 
General of Virginia.  

Samulski replaces Col. Russel E. 
McGuire who is moving to be the J5 joint 
strategic plans officer on the Virginia 
National Guard Joint Staff, and Col. 
Charles B. Martin, Jr. will become the J3 

joint operations officer. All the assign-
ments are effective Nov. 1, 2019. 

“Please join me in congratulating these 
experienced leaders on advancement to 
positions of greater responsibility, recog-
nizing their dedicated service and aptitude 
for increased challenges,” Williams wrote 
in the announcement. “We are fortunate to 
have Soldiers of this caliber leading the 
way as we face new opportunities. Both 
the 116th IBCT and the Virginia National 
Guard Joint Staff will meet significant train-

ing requirements on the horizon, and I am 
confident that these officers possess the 
skills and experience necessary to achieve 
total mission success.” 

These assignments follow the retirement 
of Col. Brian J. Coleman, the Virginia Na-
tional Guard J3 joint operations officer, 
after decades of service to Commonwealth 
and country.  

“We wish him and his family the best in 
retirement,” Williams wrote. 

By Cotton Puryear 

New 116th IBCT deputy commander and joint staff officers announced  
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Major General Timothy E. Gowen was appointed as the 30th Adju-
tant General of Maryland effective, September 1, 2019. The Adjutant 
General is responsible for the daily operations of the Maryland Military 
Department, which includes the Maryland Army 
National Guard, Maryland Air National Guard, 
Maryland Emergency Management Agency, and 
Maryland Defense Force.  

He is a senior advisor to the governor and is 
responsible for the readiness, administration, 
and training of more than 6,700 members of the 
Military Department.  

He serves as the official channel of communi-
cation between the governor and the National 
Guard Bureau and is a member of the gover-
nor’s cabinet. 

Major General Gowen was most recently 
assigned as the ARNG Deputy Commanding 
General of the newly established Army Futures 
Command in Austin, Texas. There, he was re-
sponsible for oversight and strategic guidance to 
the Army National Guard acquisition community 
and to oversee National Guard equities through-
out the Army modernization system.  

He served as the Assistant Adjutant General - Army for the Mary-
land National Guard from April 2015 to September 2018 and was re-
sponsible for the readying, training, and equipping of more than 4,700 
Soldiers for State and Federal missions. Major General Gowen also 

held a “dual-hat” position as Deputy Commanding General for Army 
National Guard at the United States Aviation Center of Excellence, 
Fort Rucker, Alabama. He also served as Assistant Division Com-

mander-29th Infantry Division (Support), Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia, from November 2012 to March 
2015. 
    Major General Gowen was commissioned as 
a Distinguished Military Graduate in 1986 
through the Reserve Officer Training Corp pro-
gram at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
with a degree in Aeronautical Science. He has 
engineering degrees from Temple University 
and the University of Maryland. He is a Senior 
Army Aviator and a graduate of the United 
States Naval Test Pilot School and U.S. Army 
War College.   
    Before his appointment to Adjutant General 
for Maryland, Major General Gowen was a US 
Government Civil Servant employed by the De-
partment of the Navy at Patuxent River Naval 
Air Station, Maryland. There, he served as an 
aerospace engineer for the Naval Air Systems 

Command. He has more than 24 years of government acquisition ex-
perience to include systems engineering, research and development, 
test and evaluation, science and technology, and program manage-
ment. Major General Gowen is married to Erica, an aerospace engi-
neer at Patuxent River, and has three children.  

MG Timothy Gowen appointed Adjutant General of Maryland 

In mid-December twilight at the National D-Day Memorial in Bedford, 
VA twinkles with thousands of picturesque lights. There are, in fact, 
4,414 of them, and each one is an important reminder. Each luminaria 
represents one Allied serviceman who died on June 6, 1944. 

“Flames of Memory,” an annual tradition at the D-Day Memorial, will 
illuminate the wintry nights of December 13, 14 and 15 this year as a 
special reminder of the price of freedom. Throughout the site, 4,414 
luminarias will be placed in a beautiful and meaningful array. Visitors 
will have the opportunity to walk through the Memorial grounds and 
reflect on the significance of each glittering light. 

In addition, a special “Christmas in Wartime” presentation will be 
offered on Saturday, December 14. A GI Santa will be on hand, special 
displays will explore how Americans celebrated the Holidays during 
World War II, and crafts for kids will be available. In addition, a vendor 
of coffee and hot beverages will be on site to ward off the chill. The 
event is jointly sponsored by the Virginia Moose Association and the 
Virginia Elks Association. 

Luminarias can be purchased in honor or memory of veterans or 
anyone else. Each luminaria costs $20, or six luminarias for $100; all 
gifts are tax-deductible, and all proceeds benefit National D-Day Me-
morial operations and other programming at the Memorial. To be in-
cluded in the printed program, luminaria orders must be received by 
5:00 p.m. EST Friday, December 6, 2019. 

While beautiful, festive and thought-provoking, “Flames of Memory” 
reflects another important fact: the National D-Day Memorial is the only 
institution in the world to have researched and cataloged the names of 
the D-Day fallen. For two decades, researchers at the National D-Day 
Memorial Foundation (NDDMF) have meticulously combed through 

cemetery records, after-action reports, and other military sources to 
compile the most authoritative registry in the world of those who died 
on D-Day. The 4,414 names, from the US and seven allied nations, are 
each inscribed on brass plaques around the Memorial’s central plaza. 

Research continues. While 4,414 names so far identified might seem 
a daunting number, there are certainly others. Understandably, keeping 
perfectly accurate records was a lower priority to military authorities in 
the war than success on the battlefield. Therefore, it takes continuous 
digging to sort out contradictions in dates, misspelled names, or redun-
dancies in rosters. Accordingly, names are added to the brass plaques 
on the Memorial wall from time to time; just last May the name of John 
Onken, a cavalryman from Iowa, was added. It is likely other names 
will be added in 2020, as the 75th Anniversary of the end of WWII is 
marked. 

NDDMF makes every effort to pay tribute to those 4,414 heroes eve-
ry day; not just in December. Earlier this year, as part of the 
75th Anniversary commemorations of D-Day, a book titled “We Will 
Remember Them” was released, listing the names of all of the fallen. 
The names of 441 29ers—more than any other American unit, repre-
senting 10% of all Allied losses—are included in the book. 

In addition, a special Memorial app, downloadable from www.dday.org, 
allows visitors to explore any name and find the plaque on which it is in-
scribed. 

We can never forget the price these men paid to secure the freedom 
of the world in 1944. The National D-Day Memorial is committed to 
keeping their memory alive and passing it on to the next generation.  

Article by John D. Long, Director of Education 
National D-Day Memorial 

D-Day fallen to be honored at Bedford, VA Memorial in mid-December 
———————–————————————————————————-—————————————————————————————————————- 

http://www.dday.org/
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On Friday morning, the group departed for the Military Aviation 
Museum that houses one of the world’s largest private collections 
of World War I and World War II vintage military aircraft. Upon 
arrival, we split into two groups with a docent leading each to 
either the World War I or World War II hangars. It was obvious as 

the group entered the hangars that the planes had been beauti-
fully restored to their military condition. As our docent indicated, 
original parts were used if available. 

We discovered that the vast majority of the planes are airwor-
thy and flown during special demonstrations throughout the year. 
Many of them are the last of their kind. It was interesting to note 
that a number of the planes came from Russia and Germany.  

The World War I hangar housed the most famous plane of 
the war, the Fokker Triplane. This unique plane with three 
wings was the same as the one flown by the “Red Baron,” 
Manfred von Richthofen who was credited with an astounding 
80 air combat victories. Of course the Fokker’s mortal enemy, 
the Sopwith Camel that shot down more German aircraft 
(1,294) than any other Allied plane, was there as well. 
Snoopy would be proud of that. 

One interesting fact that we learned was that the rotary engine 
of the WW I aircraft actually used castor oil (known by all as a 
cure-all medication) as the primary lubricant mixed in with fuel. 

It was now on to the WW II hangar to see the evolution of mili-
tary aircraft over the 21 years between the World Wars, as well 
as the developments during the war.  Of special interest in this 
hangar was the Grumman TBM Avenger, the same type of plane 
that the young President George H. W. Bush piloted when he 
was shot down in September 1944. The torpedo plane had com-
pleted its bombing run when it went down. Bush and one crew-
member bailed out; the third went down with the plane.  The fu-
ture President bobbed in the water for four hours before being 
rescued. Unfortunately, his crewmate’s parachute did not open, 
and he perished at sea. 

After the World War hangars, both groups proceeded to the 
main building to find another extensive collection of vintage air-
craft. It was here that we saw the B-25B Mitchell medium bomb-
er, the same aircraft that participated in the “Doolittle Raid” that 

struck at the Japanese homeland in April 1942 lifting American 
morale and showing the vulnerabilities that the US would exploit 
during the remainder of the war. 

Also housed in this building was the unique and famous 
Flying Tiger, the Curtiss P40B Warhawk, sporting its signa-
ture shark teeth on the nose. Three squadrons of these air-
craft deployed to China in 1941. Under the command of 
Claire Chennault, the First American Volunteer Group played 
an important role attacking the Japanese in the China-Burma-
India Theater. The colorful and extremely skilled “Pappy” 
Boyington was one of those volunteer pilots. 

After enjoying a nice box lunch from Panera Bread at the mu-
seum dining area, the group travelled to State Military Reserva-
tion Camp Pendleton for the afternoon. The camp was originally 
constructed in 1912 to serve as the rifle range for the state militia. 
The third and final stage of construction took place during World 
War II. Most of the buildings on the 325-acre reservation date 
from that period. 

Camp Pendleton is listed on the National Register and after a 
number of names was finally named for William N. “Parson” 
Pendleton, Robert E. Lee’s chief of artillery during the Civil War. 
Today, the primary purpose of the military reservation is the train-
ing of personnel and organizations of the Virginia National Guard, 
as well as other states’ National Guard units and components of 
the US Armed Forces, including the US Navy SEALs who train 
along the beach area. 

As the group alit from the bus, MG Timothy Williams, the Adju-
tant General of Virginia, was there to greet each of us. MG Wil-
liams has served as the Virginia TAG since June 2014 and in that 
position is responsible for the combat readiness of the state units 
and the administration and training of more than 8,600 Virginia 
Army and Air National Guard.  

MG Williams provided a very interesting and enlightening 
presentation describing the current and future mission of the Na-

(Continued from page 1) 

Attendees being briefed by a docent at the Military Aviation Museum. 

Major General Tim Williams, the Adjutant General of Virginia who 
was our host for our visit to SMR Camp Pendleton. 
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tional Guard as it evolves to meet both state and national needs. 
In particular, to fulfill the national mission when the Guard is fed-
eralized for deployment primarily in the Middle East, he present-
ed a draft organization chart that would provide more flexibility 
and greater organizational synergy across the states. 

For the future use of Camp Pendleton, he indicated that it could 
serve as an ideal simulation and conferencing center. We were 
very honored to meet MG Williams and appreciated his spending 
time with us fielding our questions and introducing his subordi-
nate officers who also spoke to us. 

After returning to the hotel, everyone gathered for the buffet 
dinner. After dinner we were treated to a fascinating discussion 
led by PNC David Ginsburg with Ted Shuey and Steve Melnikoff 
participating. Their discussion focused on the actions of the 29th 
Division in the crossing of the Vier River. Steve described how 
half of the men in the three attacking companies were lost includ-
ing their colonel who the Germans captured. Finally, General 
Cota led them successfully across the river. Efforts are underway 
to erect a monument to recognize this bloody victory. 

They also discussed the story of Tom Howie, forever known as 
the “Major of St. Lo,” whose identity was not known at the time 
when General Gerhardt had his body transferred to the town. 
Another interesting story was that of the MPs of the 29th who 
landed in the first wave at Omaha Beach and suffered 75% casu-
alties that were not included in the morning reports. 

Saturday, as usual, was the day for the National Executive 
Committee meeting. This would be the last meeting chaired by 
outgoing National Commander David Leighton. We are all ex-
tremely grateful for his fine leadership over the past year.  

There were a number of important discussions throughout the 
day, all of which were documented in the meeting minutes as 
prepared by Adjutant Valerie Simmers. 

Of particular interest was the presentation by MG (Ret) Car-
roll D. Childers, a past Commanding General of the 29th Divi-
sion, who is part of a team of retired military officers and histo-
rians who are working to get General Norman “Dutch” Cota’s 
Distinguished Service Cross for his actions on D-Day elevated 
to the Medal of Honor. There is a compelling argument for this 

action. General Cota 
played a major role in 
the success of the great-
est invasion in military 
history. If you are inter-
ested in supporting this 
worthy cause and/or 
have valuable infor-
mation, reach out to 
Team Cota at their Face-
b o o k  p a g e  – 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
CotaMOH. The 29th Divi-
sion Association is 100% 
in support of this effort. 
    It was now time for 
the annual banquet and 
swearing in of the new 
officers headed by our 

new National Com-
mander Pete Hinz. At 
the head table that 
evening was our key-
note speaker, MG 
John Epperly, the cur-
rent commander of the 
29th Infantry Division. 
He continues the long 
line of outstanding 
leaders at the head of 
our venerable 29th 
Division. One could not 
help but notice that 
MG Epperly was wear-
ing our favorite officer’s uniform, known as the “Pinks and 
Greens” (the standard issue in World War II). He was select-
ed as a part of the pilot program and expects the uniform to 
be issued in spring 2021. 

MG Epperly talked about the current status of the 29th, its read-
iness for any deployment and its service in 2016 in Operation 
Spartan Shield against ISIS; a deployment that lasted 24 months. 
He talked about attending the 75th anniversary of D-Day with a 
number of current 29ers who saw and heard about the exploits 
and courage of their comrades in arms. 

He also discussed the future where there will be a funda-
mental change to large-scale ground operations with exercis-
es including North Korean scenarios. As a part of this 
change, MG Epperly echoed MG Williams in calling for reor-
ganizing the divisions into corps and the corps into armies 
with the prospect of fighting a peer adversary. 

The 29th is known as the “go to” division. The NGB (National 
Guard Bureau) does not hesitate to give them the most complex 
operations that they relish and execute with intrepidity and confi-
dence. When asked what the Association could do to help, MG 
Epperly indicated that the best ways are through tuition support 
and encouragement to enlist.  

After the swearing in of the officers and the raffling of numerous 
gifts led by the ladies of Post #64, it was time for the traditional 
Calvados toast. This year there were two Normandy veterans in 
attendance. The first was Steve Melnikoff, nearly 100 years old, 
but spry with that twinkle in his eye that is unforgettable. Steve 
served in C Company of the 175th Regiment and landed on the 
second day. He was wounded in the throat at St. Lo and evacuat-
ed to England where he recovered and returned to his battalion 
to serve through the remainder of the war. 

The other veteran was SSG Leonard “Check” Jindra. Many 
throughout the world saw him in a very moving photograph at the 
75th D-Day anniversary shaking hands with a current 29er. This 
was at Saint Clair Sur L’elle to honor the soldiers who died at-
tempting to take the Le Pont de la Pierre Bridge.  

He landed on D-Day with the 115th Regiment and saw ac-
tion at St. Lo and Brest. He was wounded 4 times and re-
ceived 3 Purple Hearts. His lieutenant was killed before he 
could write up the commendation for the fourth one. 

Born Ladislav Jindra in Czechoslovakia, he immigrated to the 
United States before the war, but promised his mother before he MG (Ret) Carroll D. Childers 

MG John Epperly, Commanding 
General of the 29th Division. 

http://www.facebook.com/CotaMOH
http://www.facebook.com/CotaMOH
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left that he would join the US Army. And, he did that with dis-
tinction. He was bayoneted, captured and escaped, and even 
volunteered to be a spy behind enemy lines. (His daughter, 
Diana and her husband Steve Trachtulec accompanied Leon-
ard at the Convention). 

As the two vets moved to the center of the room, everyone 
rose as they held their glasses of Calvados high. It was in 
this moment that the spirit of those who died fighting for their 
country in Normandy transcended time and joined us. Alt-
hough 75 years have passed since that day in June, we will 
never forget what they did. It was there in the eyes of Steve 
and Leonard: 29 Let’s Go! 

On Sunday morning, our 4-day event concluded with the 
Memorial Service and the brief NEC I meeting. 

The Memorial Service was well attended with several new 
faces present. Chaplain (Major) Brett Johnson of the Virginia 
Army National Guard was our guest Chaplain and conducted 
the service as if he had been doing it for years. 

National Commander Pete Hinz read the names of the de-
ceased members and William Mund assisted by ringing the 
bell. 

Then it was the ladies turn, and Dianne Raymond of Post 64 

read the names of the deceased ladies as Chris Nichols, also 
of Post 64 rang the bell. 

We are very grateful to Chaplain Johnson for conducting 
our service and to SFC Richard Carr of the 29th Division 
Band for sounding Taps at the end of our service.  

The brief NEC I meeting began 20 minutes after the Memo-
rial Service ended. National Commander Hinz announced the 
names of the appointed officers and stated that the NEC II 
meeting would occur on 23 January 2020 at the Pikesville 
NCO Club in Pikesville, MD. 

This concluded our 101st Annual Convention and Reunion 
and everyone prepared to leave for home with the hope that 
they would be able to attend and see each other once again 
at next year’s event. 

By Frank A. Armiger, Assistant Editor 

Head table seating from left to right: Lynda Hinz; Pete Hinz; Ann Leighton; David Leighton;  
MG John Epperly; MG Caroll Childers; Elizabeth Shuey and Ted Shuey. 

Left to right: Leonard Jindra; Diana Jindra  
and her husband, Steve Trachtulec. 

David Leighton, left,  receiving his Past National Commander’s 
pin and plaque from incoming National Commander Pete Hinz. 
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National officers being installed by PNC David Ginsburg. 

World War II veterans, Leonard Jindra, 
left and Steve Melnikoff joining together 
for the traditional Calvados toast. 

Left to right: Leonard Jindra, 
SGT Brandon Cole, who is a 

current 29er of Post 64,  
National Commander Pete Hinz 

and Steve Melnikoff. 

Photos of MG Williams and MG Epperly 
by PNC Robert Wisch. 

All other convention photos on pages 
13-16 by Frank A. Armiger. 
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National Officers - Elected and Appointed for 2019 - 2020  

Elected Officers 

National Commander: Pete Hinz 

Senior Vice Commander: Ted Shuey 

Junior Vice Commander: Dick Snyder 

Finance Officer: Tom Knight 

Chaplain: William DeHaven 

Welfare Officer: J. Brian Becker 

Service Officer: Bill Bullock 

Historian: Joseph Balkoski 

Judge Advocate: Houston Matney 

Surgeon: Dr. Howard Bond 

Sergeant-at-Arms: Randall Beamer 

Futures Committee Chairperson: PNC David Ginsburg 

Southern Region Vice Commander: Jimmy Kilbourne 

Maryland Region Vice Commander: Howard Bond 

At-Large Region Vice Commander: PNC David Ginsburg 
 

Appointed Officers 

National Adjutant: Frank Armiger 

National Executive Director: Valerie Simmers 

Assistant to the National Executive Director: William S. Mund, Jr. 

National Property Officer: Franklin Shilow  

Editor/Publisher The Twenty-Niner: William S. Mund, Jr. 

Assistant Editor/Publisher The Twenty-Niner: Frank Armiger 

National Parliamentarian: Thomas Insley  

Editor Emeritus The Twenty-Niner: Donald M. McKee  
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Attendees at our 101st Annual Reunion & Convention 

Armiger, Frank 

Atherholt, William 

Banik, Jeff & Christine Nichols 

Beamer, Randall & Shirley 

Becker, J. Brian & Gail 

Bennett, Morris & Ann 

Benson, Wilmer & Carol 

Bond, Howard 

Boyle, Dan & Doris Kozlowski 

Boyle, Joe & Sally Ryan 

Bullock, Bill 

Carr, Richard & Denise 

Childers, Carroll 

Cole, Brandon 

Cole, Cliff & Monica 

Coover, Rosemary & Thomas 

Crosby, Gilbert & Carolyn 

DeHaven, William E.  

Dooley, Ivan 

Epperly, John 

Ellwood, John & Vivian 

Faulconer, Buddy 

Garrison, Jay & Blonnie 

Ginsburg, David & Amy Colton 

Harvey, William 

Hess, Randy & Janice 

Hinz, Peter & Lynda 

Hofmann, Roland Lee 

Jindra, Diana &  

Jindra, Leonard 

Knight, Thomas & Donna 

Krauss, Michael 

Lane, John & Shirley 

Leighton, David & Ann 

Linthicum, George & Dorothy 

Liswell, Bernie & Yvonne 

Matney, Houston 

Melnikoff, Steve 

Mund, William 

Norman, Edward & Linda 

Noyes, Colin 

Raymond, Richard & Dianne 

Roragen, Steve & Ulrike 

Shilow, Franklin 

Shuey, Ted & Elizabeth 

Simmers, Valerie & Ken 

Snyder, Richard & Lois 

Tennis, Bill & Beverly McMurty 

Trachtulec, Stephen 

Ungerleider, Neil 

Wisch, Robert & Linda 

Zang, Joe 
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 Sunday Memorial Service 

Barber, Carl N. 

Bretz, Robert L. 

Brubaker, David W. 

Campbell, Chester 

Campbell, John R. 

Cannon, William 

Cosans, William L. 

Daley, William E. 

Damascus, Adam J. 

Day, Maxwell L. 

Delauter, Howard 

Delphey, Ray G. Jr. 

Duncan, Norman 

Fowler, John H. 

Gallagher, PNC Hugh J. 

Georg, Walter 

Grant, Edward C. 

Gubernot, Joseph 

Harlan, Amos H. 

Hedley, Clifton F. 

Huntsberry, Paul 

Jagielski, Richard 

Johnson, Delbert, Sr. 

Joiner, Tommie L. 

Jones, James D. 

Koos, Donald 

Lockard, PNC Charles W.  

Losinski, Francis A. 

Marsh, John O. Jr. 

McIntosh, Edwin, A. 

Merkle, Raymond “Skip” 

Middleton, James R. 

Mignon, Jean 

Palumbo, Edward V. 

Perkins, Kenneth L. 

Recard,  Glenn T. 

Recker, PNC Robert  

Rivard, Louis T. 

Rowell, Vincent C. 

Sampieri, Byron 

Schimmel, Robert L. 

Seward, George M. 

Shettle, John F. 

Shields, Neil J. 

Showalter, Carlos 

Simmons, Wayne D. Sr. 

Tucker, Barran 

Twining, Everett C. 

Walters, John L. 

Welch, Norman A. Jr. 

Welk, Anne 

 

LADIES 
 

Amato, Angeline 

Atkins, Helen 

Boram, Catherine 

Bryant, Barbara “Barbie” 

Clemson, Patricia 

Coulter, Lorine 

Donovan, Claire M. 

Douglas, Ruth H. 

Dyson, Sophia 

Earll, Shirley 

Elmore, Lucille 

Fitts, Pauline 

Gabriel, Mary Grace 

Hall, Evelyn 

Levin, Agnes 

Neuwirth, Marilyn 

Robertson, Margaret 

Smith, Patricia M. 

Williams, Jean 
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Our Association Needs Help! 
Rather than writing up a big article on the outcome of the Post Commander’s Workshop at the 
Convention, we have decided to summarize the results since they are so critical to the survival of 
the Association. 
 

1. We Need Help with the Posts! 
 
While the National recruiting campaigns have worked (350 people so far in the last 2 

years), our Posts are facing serious challenges. Some of our oldest and largest posts 
are in danger of folding.   

 
We only need a few key tasks done by each post – a) maintaining a current roster of their 

members in good standing; b) collecting dues and sending the per capita to the National. 
Each post also has other tasks depending on how active they are, their size etc., – a Chap-
lain to lead prayers, an Adjutant to take minutes, a Historian to ensure their history, etc. 
These positions all add to the experience and add character to a Post, but in reality, these 
two tasks (dues and roster) are what is needed as a minimum to survive as a post. 
PLEASE CONSIDER standing up and volunteering a little time at your post to help divy 
these types of responsibilities up.  We could end up at a point where the Association 
grows, but we have fewer and fewer posts to actually conduct meetings. 

 
2. National Can Help with Funding Events 
 
National (through the Grants Committee) has funding available to help the Posts run events. 

Please consider events that can help with recruiting or telling our history. If your post needs 
help with funding to run some of these events, please contact myself or Chairman Brian 
Becker on how to apply for assistance.  We can afford to help with multiple events to help 
you add members (and potential future leaders). 

 
3. Find One Person to Join 
 
We have said this before - Find one person you served with.  Find one person whose family 

member served in the 29th. Add one more family member to the Association.  If everyone 
adds just one person to the Association – one person that wants to ensure the histo-
ry of the Blue and Gray never gets forgotten, the Association will literally double in 
size. 

 
PNC David Ginsburg 
Chairperson – Future’s Committee 
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A ccording to the 29th Division history, the 115th was relieved 
on 20 July 1944, two days after the fall of St. Lo, and went 

into reserve. 
Replacements including me, were assigned to the Regiment 

about 22 July 1944. I believe John Cheatwood was in the group 
with me that was assigned to the 1st Platoon, H Company, at that 
time and that he and I were the only ones of 
that group still with the platoon at the end of 
the war. 

I recall that John Bailey and Reginald Zepp 
were squad leader and platoon sergeant re-
spectively. We spent four or five days going 
through elementary training exercises, giving 
the combat veterans time to recover from a 
month and a half of heavy hedgerow fighting 
and we replacements time to fit into our units. 
Understandably, the veterans griped about 
that seemingly useless activity. 

On 28 July 1944, we were taken to our as-
signed positions in the hills near Percy first by 
truck and then by foot along beat up roads, 
sunken country lanes, and foot paths. I was 
apprehensive from the time we left the re-
serve area, and I worried how I’d handle com-
bat or if I’d be able to. Others must have also been nervous be-
cause they were quiet and introspective and I remember being 
very impressed by the calm, perhaps resignation, of the combat 
veterans. 

I had seen the destroyed farms and villages, the dead cows 
and German Army horses, thousands of trees sheared off or se-
verely pruned by artillery and an enormous amount of abandoned 
or destroyed military equipment as I moved through the replace-
ment depot system from the cost to the Division near St. Lo. 

I recall feeling great sympathy for the farmers and villagers who 
survived the German occupation and the fighting, saw their 

house and farms destroyed, and had family and friends killed or 
seriously hurt. 

But nothing could have prepared me for my first encounter with 
war. It was indescribably horrible. 

How can anyone describe the sight of shattered bodies; the 
sound of incoming shells; the noise of exploding mortar and 

artillery shells; the rattle of small arms; the 
“pop” of bullets that came too close; the 
whine and zip of shrapnel; the roar, clank 
and squeak of tanks; the hiss of high-
velocity flat-trajectory shells; the cries for 
medics; the smell of powder smoke and 
torn up foliage and earth and bodies? And 
the fear—overwhelming, belly-wrenching, 
almost paralyzing. 
    German dead made little impression on, 
probably because I felt they had brought it on 
themselves and death is a small price to pay 
for bringing so much misery to so many. The 
American dead and seriously wounded, how-
ever, were profoundly disturbing and deep 
sadness and depression settled on me. 
    All those young men killed or permanently 
disabled just as their adult lives began. They 

had had little time to do much of anything, and now life was over 
or drastically altered. Many years passed before that sadness left 
me; I suspect it hasn’t entirely gone. 

In 1985, during a European vacation, I visited the American 
military cemetery in Luxembourg. Standing there among nine 
thousand white crosses was terribly disturbing. So was driving 
and walking around the now-silent fields and towns were so 
much violence took place–Julich, Baesweiler, Siersdorf, Aldenho-
ven, Kirchberg . . . 

One afternoon, about 30/31 July 1944, during a pause in the 
advance, we were deployed along a hedgerow and the Germans 

Had I known I was going to record some of my wartime experiences, I would have kept a diary and would have done the 
writing in the 1940’s. Now, many years later, many events are vague, long periods of time are completely blank in my memory, 
and certainly there were many significant experiences that I cannot remember. 

As it is, I have not recorded everything I can remember because that would be as boring and repetitive as most of Army life. 
Even though, there are GIs, places and events I can see clearly in my mind’s eye and recall in great detail, I wouldn’t swear 
they are recorded here with absolute accuracy. It was a long time ago. 

Writing this was inspired by conversations with Sterling Hoover, Leon Clowers, and others at the 1992 H/115 reunion, subse-
quent correspondence with Hoover, and conversations with Lee Stancil in North Carolina and Steve Budish in Florida. 

I intended to write only a few facts that I could recall about some of my experiences in the European Theater of Operations. 
But, I was wintering in Florida and had a lot of free time while waiting for spring to come to Maryland. Once I began writing, it 
wouldn’t stop and grew into what you find hereafter. 

I hope this effort inspires some others to record some of their experiences, large or small, to share with others. I don’t think 
I’d encourage them to be as long and tedious as I have been unless they want to for their own reasons.  

I have referred to the histories of the 115th Regiment and the 29th Division to obtain dates and names of a few places of 
which I was uncertain. 

William S. Kirby 

Life in the ETO 
By William S. Kirby 
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were along a parallel hedgerow fifty or a hundred yards away 
across a field. We could hear them and presumably, they could 
hear us. For some reason (maybe because he was told to find 
out exactly where we were), a Jerry climbed over his hedgerow 
and started across the field with his rifle at the ready. Maybe as 
many as twenty GI’s shot him as if at a signal and he was 
knocked backward some distance probably without ever hearing 
the shots that killed him. No others followed him. 

My memory is vague about the following incident, but I remem-
ber seeing a lieutenant sitting on a box or upturned wood bucket 
near my squad in a barn/farmhouse quadrangle. Someone said 
that he was our new platoon leader and had just been assigned 
that day. 

A little later, there was some incoming mortar or artillery and 
he was killed. A LT Brady is listed in the H Company roster as 
being KIA, probably the same man. I was hit later that day. 

There was very heavy fighting including German armor and 
counter attacks in the hills around Percy during the next 
week and fairly heavy casualties. 1 August 1944 as I paused 
before running across a gap in a stone wall that was covered 
by German Automatic weapons, I have been told that an 88 
shell hit a tree three or four feet above my head. I should 
have been torn apart but was hit by only one piece of shrap-
nel that went through my right calf. I did not hear it or know 
what happened, except that it felt like I had been hit on my 
leg by a heavy club. 

There was no pain at first–that came later. I bandaged the 
wound and hobbled back to the aid station, arriving after long 
delays caused by well-hidden snipers firing on little bearers and 
unarmed walking wounded like me. 

The “losses in action” portion of the Historical Report published 
by Regimental Headquarters lists 120 KIAs and 403 WIAs in the 
three-day period 30 July through 1 August 1944. That’s a casual-
ty rate of nearly 30% assuming replacements had brought man-
power up to about twelve men per squad before the attack to-
ward Percy. 

Twelve men per squad plus company officers and noncoms 
would place regimental foxhole strength (riflemen, BAR men, 
machine gunners, mortarmen, ammo carriers, officers and 
noncoms) at 1800-1900. In addition, there were 43 MIAs, most of 
which would later be resolved as KIA, WIA, or captured. 

Those four or five days I spent in the combat zone made me 
have even greater respect and admiration for those who had 
participated in the invasion and had fought very hard almost con-
tinuously since. How did the men of the British Empire fight for 
years in Africa, Italy, Dunkirk, Dieppe, and elsewhere? I don’t 
know how they survived physically or psychologically. 

From the aid station, I was taken to a field hospital for initial 
surgery, but that was delayed for about three days because of 
the large number of wounded and the need to handle more seri-
ous wounds first. 

My leg was quite swollen and smelled quite badly before it was 
cleaned and sewed up. From there, I was flown to a hospital at 
Braintree, just north of London where I had additional surgery to 
further repair my leg. What I saw in the hospitals was unpleasant 
enough to convince me I could never be a doctor. 

Braintree was an impact zone for buzz bombs that overshot 

London. There weren’t many boring “ho-hum” days with them 
around–they made some breathless moments from the time the 
motor quit until they hit the ground with one hell of an explosion. 
Fortunately, there weren’t many of them but the anxiety was al-
ways there. 

According to the Division history, it arrived in Holland on 29 
September 1944 after the fall of Brest and I rejoined H Company 
soon after that having spent two months in the medical chain 
(including England).  

That day or the next, after we had just moved into a wooded 
area near Gangelt, we were hit by German artillery. There were 
some casualties as the shells exploded up in the trees and show-
ered shrapnel and pieces of trees down among the troops. 

As soon as the barrage ended, foxholes became much deeper 
and many were covered with logs and dirt. We were soon fully 
engaged in the battles into Germany. The fighting to the Roer 
River was over in a matter of two months or so, but it seemed to 
go on forever. 

Our platoon was fortunate to have two finer officers in LT Shaw 
and LT Staehr. Both were particularly nice people as well as 
good officers who cared for their men. I don’t remember why we 
had two officers when the T/O allowed just one. I wonder if Shaw 
was Company Executive officer? 

CPT Leary was a well-liked C.O. and seemed to be capable. I 
don’t know why he wasn’t hit while I was with the Company be-
cause he moved around under fire a lot. The Regimental Losses 
in Action list indicates he was WIA on 8 August 1944, but he was 
with the Company when I rejoined it in Holland. 

LT Shaw liked to get out and “look around” and often took me 
with him. Two solitary soldiers walking across wide open fields 
and roads made me feel especially conspicuous, an open invita-
tion for snipers, machine gunners, artillery and mortarmen, tank-
ers, and everyone else. 

One day about dusk he decided to look around an area south 
and/or east of Baesweiler and off we went. It was getting dark 
when we started back to the cellars we were occupying. As we 
were walking past a church totally exposed to German positions 
across a big open field, we heard the hiss of a flat-trajectory 88 
and it exploded against the church before we could hit the 
ground. 

It felt like a heavy club had hit me in the buttock and as we laid 
there waiting for further activity, I realized my leg was numb and I 
was certain one bun was torn off. LT Shaw helped me limp back 
to our cellar. Examination by the light of a flashlight or candle 
revealed no gory wound, just a large red area that was probably 
caused by a piece of brick knocked off the church by the 88. 
Thank God for large miracles. 

Many days had their particularly bad moments, but the day we 
took Kirchberg was really bad all day. Early in the morning of 27 
November 1944, the Battalion went to Pattern and then to the 
Line of Departure in a wooded area outside town to wait for jump
-off time. 

I think the attack began in mid-morning and we started to walk 
across sugar beet fields the mile or two or three to Kirchberg. We 
couldn’t run because we were loaded with winter clothing, packs, 
rations, and ammunition. In addition, the fields were muddy, each 
sugar beet was a four or five- inch dome above the ground and 
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was topped with foot high stems and leaves much like potatoes; 
the beets were planted very close together in rows and the rows 
were at an odd angle to the direction of the attack. 
There was no shelter such as trees, houses, walls, sunken roads, 
gullies, or whatever in the route our section took. So, we labored 
slowly across the fields not able to do anything as we absorbed 
artillery, mortar and small arms fire. 
I recall seeing a large explosion at the feet of a GI not far in front 
of me and it seemed everything went into slow motion as it blew 
him up eight or ten feet high and around in a couple of cartwheels 
before he fell back to earth. He didn’t move. In a recent letter, 
Reginald Zepp said that field was heavily mined, but I don’t re-
member them. I guess that GI stepped on a big one. 

Fortunately, when we were about half way to Kirchberg a group 
of maybe twenty surrendering Jerries came up over a rise about 
a fourth of a mile to our right and the German artillery or mortars 
shifted to them. 

It was a long exhausting nerve-racking walk until we got into 
trenches the Jerries had dug outside of town. The leading rifle 
companies had already cleared the trenches by the time we ar-
rived, There, we were all held up an hour or more by sheer ex-
haustion and extremely heavy automatic weapons, small arms, 
artillery and mortar fire, some of which came into the trenches 
and made a mess of things. 

I remember getting into some farm buildings later on but I have 
completely forgotten an incident Leon Clowers told me at the 
1992 reunion. He said we were in a stone barn when a shell blew 
a big hole in one end and showered us with dust and stones. 
John Fidler was waving is fist and cursing the Jerries through the 
hole when he was shot (not fatal). 

Later, a sergeant told Clowers and I to go do something and 
we were so shaky from the day’s action that we could hardly 
stand, but we went out and did what we had been told to do. 
Even after Clowers related this to me, I cannot remember any of 
it. Strange how you can remember some things in great detail 
and totally forget others. 

I vaguely remember some events which probably occurred 
soon after we took Kirchberg. I was with a small detachment in a 
little group of farm buildings close to the Roer River, probably in 
an outpost type of situation. We had to stay undercover most of 
the time because of frequent incoming fire, but that was difficult 
because we got diarrhea. 

In addition to dehydration, weakness, and feeling bad, we had 
to quickly and often run over to the remnants of a barn we were 
using as a latrine. It got so bad that one night after dark several 
of us walked back to Kirchberg or wherever the Battalion aid sta-
tion was located at the time. It wasn’t wise to move around much 
at night with so many guns in the hands of nervous GIs. Howev-
er, that hike in the daylight would get the attention of Jerry gun-
ners. 

We were given some medication to drink and sent back to our 
beat up houses and open air latrine. I remember that it was a 
tiring and stressful trip, but what wasn’t stressful then? I’m not 
sure where we were but Hasenfelt Gut comes to mind. 

This reminds me just how stripped to the most basic essentials 
life had become. All a GI wanted was the absence of threatening 
enemy fire, being warm and dry, enough to eat, enough sleep 

and eat, and minimum annoyance by stupid orders . . . and the 
end of the war. Life had become very primitive and uncomplicat-
ed. 

Moving around in large groups during the day was risky be-
cause we were obviously under observation all the time and 
movement usually caused artillery and mortar fire. Unless attack-
ing enemy positions, units larger than a squad moved at night 
most of the time with eight or ten foot intervals between men 
strung out in in a long line on each side of the road. 

When a flare lit up, we had to freeze so we would look like the 
beat up trees and stumps that lined many of the roads. It was 
difficult to overcome the natural reflex to hit the ground in a ditch 
or behind a raised roadbed. It was also hard to keep from looking 
up–that would light up your face and make you obvious to whoev-
er fired the flare. Most flares burned out in only a minute or two, 
but that was a long naked period of time. 

It might be appropriate at this point to mention some of the 
obvious effects of combat. I wouldn’t attempt to describe the 
psychological and emotional effects–even the psychiatrists 
don’t agree on that. After a long period of heavy fighting and 
shelling, many if not most were fatigued beyond description 
by strenuous effort, insufficient sleep, and the particularly 
fatiguing effect of great stress and fear. They seemed to sag, 
moving mechanically and often very slowly. Most of all, 
though, I remember their eyes. I don’t know how to describe 
the look–blank, expressionless, staring, glazed, shocked, 
haunted. I’ve seen it in film clips of other units in Europe, Ita-
ly, and the Pacific. It disappears with some sleep and a few 
days away from the heavy action.  

In December or January, we were briefly quartered in the first 
floor of a large two story house back of the lines just outside of 
Aldenhoven. An artillery fire control center was in the cellar 
which, like most German buildings we had seen to date, had a 
brick arch ceiling in each of three or four rooms–nice and strong. 
The walls above ground must have been a foot and a half thick, 
not that unusual. The artillery OP was in a part of the roof that 
was still intact. 

Like most buildings, a room or two had been blown off and the 
exterior was pocked by bullets and shrapnel. One day there was 

Left to right: Pasqual Marino, Steve Budiish, William Kirby and 
Morris Romerstein. 
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the long low-frequency rustle/swish of a shell that we hadn’t 
heard before and then the biggest explosion that we had heard 
other than bombs. 

We headed for the cellar, not that it was safe in the event of a 
hit by such big stuff. You get to know artillery after a while–theirs 
or ours, incoming or outgoing, dangerously close or far enough 
away that it isn’t a problem, tank or howitzer, big or small.  

On the other hand, mortars come in from a high trajectory and 
are almost silent until they explode. One of those big shells came 
in about every five minutes until an observation planed located 
the gun and called in the Army Air Force. The artillery guys told 
us that it was mounted on a railroad car about fifteen miles away 
and out of range of our artillery.  

After it was over, (never did hit the house but came very close), 
we went outside and saw some big shell holes in the ground. I 
picked up one of the smaller pieces of shrapnel, about an inch 
and a half by three inches and brought it home. The shell case 
was almost an inch thick which suggests the shells were in the 
order of fifteen or sixteen inches in diameter and no less than 
three feet long. That kind of stuff can really tear up a body. 

The winter of 1944-45 was very cold and dark and, being so far 
north, the days were shorter than we had at home. AAA search 
lights were bounced off the clouds to enable us to see Jerry pa-
trols and other activity. Sometimes, it was so cold and humid that 
110 field wire was almost an inch in diameter with frost, there 
was often an icy ground fog that limited visibility, it was painful to 
breathe deeply and hard, and you could hear snow squeaking 
underfoot a long distance. 

It should be noted that the Battle of the Bulge began on 16 
December 1944, and divisions on both flanks of the 29th were 
pulled out and sent south to help stop the German offensive. The 
29th was left with a front normally held by three divisions, and 
was spread out too thin to do much of anything other than hold 
on to the real estate we’d already taken. It was an anxious period 
of time but was obviously better than being engaged in the heavy 
action to our south. 

For a while we were holed up in the cellars of a row of houses 
off the main street in Aldenhoven. We were relatively warm and 
comfortable because we had scrounged small coal stoves. Guard 
duty at night was stressful–often painfully cold and so dark you 
couldn’t see much among the jumble of ruins (made the imagina-
tion rampant). You’d be back in the deep shadows of a doorway 
or blown-out window straining to see what was or wasn’t out 
there. 

Then you’d hear the squeak of footsteps in the snow. Because 
it was so cold you could hear them a long way off but couldn’t tell 
where they were coming from. Then you’d hear the metallic click 
of a rifle safety being released, again probably from some dis-
tance away. Whose? The footsteps would stop–where is he? 
Who is he? What is he doing out on such a cold night? After a 
long, long, time, the footsteps would resume slowly and cautious-
ly and you’d try to stop breathing so some trigger happy GI or a 
Kraut wouldn’t see the steam from your breath and you hoped no 
one could hear your heart pounding. You began to anxiously wait 
for your relief shortly after you relieved the previous guard. Two 
hours seemed a very long time. 

On one of the warmer clear days. LT Shaw or LT Staehr 

had the platoon fall out and made some pointed remarks 
about personal hygiene and cleanliness. We were an awful 
looking lot, having been living in poorly ventilated cellars 
among candle, lantern, and coal smoke and neglecting to 
wash, shave, comb, and brush often enough. We cleaned up 
some. About this time, we were taken to a coal mine head at 
Alsdorf to use the miners’ showers and get clean clothes, the 
first of either in weeks or months. Fortunately, we weren’t 
plagued by the “cooties” of WWI. 

Also about this time, small groups were allowed to go back into 
Holland to two little towns named Heerlen and Brunssum for a 
day or so R&R. It was great to see civilians again. I had a photo 
taken by professional photographers in each town, but their sup-
plies were limited and much of their equipment had been taken or 
destroyed. The resulting photos appeared more amateur than 
professional.  

Cameras were strictly prohibited, but someone had one and 
again on one of the warmer clear days, about twenty of us fell out 
for photos. I wonder where the film came from and where they 
were developed. I still have the photos. 

Part of the winter was spent at Pier bei Duren, I think on the 
right of our expanded front. There wasn’t much left of Pier and we 
probably holed up in cellars as we had in Aldenhoven. I believe 
this is where Jerry first used tactical rockets in our immediate 
sector–Nebelwerfer or some name similar to that. They weren’t 
accurate, but came in clusters of eight or ten with the most fright-
ening whooshing, screaming, rustling sound. As I recall, the 
crater they made was five or six feet deep and ten feet wide–
pretty big stuff that could do a lot of damage. I saw a launcher 
later, and I recall a two wheeled trailer with a dozen or so tubes 
arranged in a square. I recall them as being six or eight inches in 
diameter. 

We also pulled some OP duty in foxholes out in front of villages 
or out in the fields between villages. It was often very cold and 
there was no warm food or coffee. Nights were even colder and 
very dark, although the AAA search lights helped some. We had 
to watch for Jerry patrols or other activity and returning American 
patrols. It was nerve wracking. 

A lot of bushes and tree stumps begin to move threateningly 
after you stare at them in the dark for a long time. Now and then 
someone’s imagination would get the best of him and he’d begin 
to bang away, or lob a grenade so some Kraut patrol couldn’t 
locate him by the flash of his rifle. That would set others off and 
they’d bang away for a short time. Sometimes it wasn’t imagina-
tion.  

We were out in the fields near Aldenhoven on 1 January 
1945 when about ten German airplanes came out of hiding to 
make extremely low level strafing or bombing runs. AAA 40 
mm Bofors and 50 caliber quads on half-tracks as well as 
every BAR, machine gun, and rifle within half a mile of them 
opened up and most of them were knocked down. A very real 
danger was being hit by AAA tracking and firing at such low 
flying targets. 

That was probably the last we saw of the Luftwaffe until 
Julich where I think we first saw jets in action. They dropped 
their bombs or strafed before you heard them. The division 
history reports a little bombing by the Luftwaffe a couple of 
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days before the spring offensive began on 23 February 1945, 
but I don’t remember it. 

We must have been in reserve prior to the Roer River crossing 
on 23 February 1945. I remember walking some distance in the 
middle of the night past large sacks of all kind of supplies and 
many, many guns–farthest back were the really big ones (240 
mm, if I remember correctly), then the 155 Long Toms, the 155 
howitzers, 105 howitzers and cannons, dug in tanks and TDs, 
AAA 40s and 50 quads, and 4.2 chemical mortars, all hammering 
at the Jerries across the Roer. It was very noisy with all that stuff 
firing away. 

As we got down onto the Roer flood plain it became deafen-
ing because we were getting close to the impact zone. Chem-
ical mortars were laying smoke, the orange flash of exploding 
shells lighted up the dark and the smoke, the choking odors 
of high concentration of powder smoke and chewed up earth 
and vegetation, the noise of alligators and tanks on the move, 
the loud explosions of artillery and mortar shells including 
some incoming stuff, the deep rattle of heavy machine guns 
all made me think that we were about as close to hell as we 
were going to get. 

I was glad we weren’t on the receiving end of all that concen-
trated firepower, but it wasn’t enough to completely knock out the 
Jerries. All day we received mortar, artillery, machine gun and 
rifle fire. We were fortunate in that all the firepower dumped on 
the Krauts before the assault kept their firing at us at a relatively 
low level and the attack across the river was not as bad as we 
had expected. 

The attack was delayed for some hours and we managed to 
get some sleep despite the tension and noise. I think our depar-
ture for the crossing was to be from Koslar which was pretty beat-
up and was crammed full of GIs, supplies, alligators, tanks, jeeps, 
etc. 

Our assault boats were in muddy fields toward the river, which 
was still in flood with high water and fast current from deliberate 
German damage to some upstream dams. Patrols had found 
double-apron barbed wire under water near the far bank. I was 
not happy at the prospect of paddling across that fast current, 
getting over the barbed wire, and climbing a steep muddy bank 
while loaded with extra rations and ammo. 

The Roer crossing must not have been too difficult for the Bat-
talion because I don’t remember much about it. Another battalion 
led the attack in our sector and cleared the crossing site and 
some ground beyond before we crossed. There was a steep slip-
pery bank on the far side that was hard to climb so another GI 
and I positioned ourselves to help other up the bank and keep 
every moving. 

We were receiving sporadic and scattered artillery fire but it 
wasn’t bad. One or two Jerries were firing at us from the right 
and I recall one bullet hit a tree inches from my head, knock-
ing off a small piece of bark that hit my nose. I still have a 
little nick from it. 

Later, we were held up behind a raised road or railroad bed by 
heavy fire, and several GIs were hit when they looked over it and 
tried to cross. Beyond that was a minefield and ground rising a 
hundred or more feet to a bluff that was the western edge of the 
Cologne plain. 

This time, instead of just walking across it and taking casualties 
from tripped mines, primer cord was launched across it and 
touched off. The resulting explosion detonated mines along the 
cord and left a burned part fairly free of mines. 

There were some machine guns using smokeless power and 
mortars or artillery covering that minefield which made it more 
hazardous. Fortunately, we didn’t encounter many large mine 
fields while I was with the company. However, all during the war, 
the Germans booby-trapped a lot of things that would attract GIs, 
including their own dead if the body had a Luger or P28. 

We knew there were pillboxes and bunkers on the bluff and 
some were so well camouflaged we didn’t find them until we were 
very close. The bluff wasn’t that high, but looking back to the 
west, we could see for many miles. No wonder German artillery 
was such a problem–they could see every move we made for 
months. 

Once up on the plain, we began to move rapidly with one 
unit attacking twelve to twenty-four hours and then another 
unit moving through it to press the attack and keep the Ger-
mans from regrouping or digging in. We were at Amein, which 
changed hands several times. Again, German armor was in-
volved in their counterattacks. We were probably in reserve 
south or west of town and I had dug a shallow slit trench near 
a haystack.  

I heard a shell that I knew was headed straight for me and it 
exploded only two or three feet away. It lifted me up several inch-
es and the blast was so loud that I couldn’t hear much except 
continuous loud ringing for days. Fortunately, I was laying with 
my left ear on my shoulder which protected it and it was OK in a 
few days.  

My ears still ring all the time, although I regained hearing in my 
right middle and inner chambers which handle low and middle 
frequencies. However, the outer chamber was so damaged that I 
have been unable to hear the higher frequencies, such as women 
talking, with my right ear. 

We began to German civilians in large numbers for the first 
time since invading Germany. We also began to see chicken 
houses, smoke houses, and food preserved in the cellars which 
we took when convenient to relieve the monotony of Army K, C, 
and 10-in-1 field rations. I clearly remember sausage, bacon, 
smoked ham and eggs when we halted long enough to cook or 
for our kitchen to catch up. 

The Army was moving very fast and I vaguely remember 
names like Titz and Jackerath. Resistance was minimal, there 
was little enemy fire, and the German Army was surrendering in 
large numbers. The end of the war was finally in sight. 

By April, spring was in the air and the weather was getting 
warmer and pleasant. About then, I decided to come down with 
pneumonia. Poor timing–why not during the winter or just before 
heavy fighting? I was evacuated to a field hospital (tents) near 
Liege, recovered quickly, and then spent several weeks in the 
repple-depple system (replacement depot system) and on a lot of 
trucks trying to catch up with the 29th which had gone to the El-
be. 

I finally caught up to it while it was enroute to Bremen, I 
think at Munster, and about that time the war in Europe was 
at last over. 
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Veterans who served in France 1944 
Veterans who helped liberate France could receive 
medal — U.S. veterans who helped in the liberation of 
France during World War II could be eligible to receive 
the French Legion of Honor Medal in the future.  
    This medal was previously only issued to WWI vets. 
Those applying must have written documentation, which 
is normally a copy of his/her military separation order, DD
-214, and other official orders, which verifies their military 
history during combat. Members of the Army, Army Air 
Corps, Navy and Coast Guard who participated in one of 
the four major campaigns in the liberation of France 
(Normandy, Southern France, Northern France and the 
Ardennes) are eligible for this French award.  
    Any previous military awards such as the Congression-
al Medal of Honor, the Silver Star, the Bronze Star, the 
Purple Heart, etc., would indicate meritorious actions dur-
ing combat operations.  
    Copies of these documents should be forwarded with 
the request for consideration for the French Legion of 
Honor to the Defense Attaché, Embassy of France, 4101 
Reservoir Road NW, Washington, DC 20007.  
    These French medals must be approved by the Legion 
of Honor Committee in Paris, France, after appropriate 
review. Approximately 100 French Legion of Honor Med-
als will be awarded each year in the U.S. at the home of 
each veteran or at public ceremony during a patriotic holi-
day. 
    These arrangements will be made after the awardees 
have been notified. To find out more, contact the French 
Defense Attaché at 202-944-6502 or by fax at 202-944-
6538. 
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Please note new address for 
National Headquarters 

 

The appointment of Valerie Simmers as National Exec-

utive Director has required us to change our address for 

29th Division Association, Inc., National Headquarters. 

The new address is: 

29th Division Association, Inc. 

National Headquarters 

5 Shore Drive 

North East, MD  21901-3397 

Please make note of this new address and do not mail 

anything to the old P.O. Box address. 
 

WILLIAM S. MUND, JR. 
Editor 

The Wyndham Gettysburg 

 in Pennsylvania 

has been chosen as 

 the site of our  

2020 Annual Convention 

September 24 – 27, 2020 

Room rate: $114 + tax per night 
 

More information 

will follow in 

upcoming editions 

of the Twenty-Niner. 

http://www.zwire.com/site/tab5.cfm?newsid=15137004&BRD=2700&PAG=461&dept_id=554449&rfi=6
http://www.zwire.com/site/tab5.cfm?newsid=15137004&BRD=2700&PAG=461&dept_id=554449&rfi=6
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National Commander J. David Leighton called the meeting to order at 
0903 hours. Commander Leighton led the attendees in reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance, followed by the opening prayer that was offered 
by Bill DeHaven. The group then recited the 29th Division Association 
Preamble. 

Commander Leighton asked for the roll call by Adjutant Valerie Sim-
mers. It was noted that a quorum was present.  

The Minutes of the previous meetings (NEC III, 13 June 2019) had 
been published and were distributed in the Summer 2019 edition of the 
Twenty-Niner. As there were no corrections or amendments, these 
minutes were approved as published. 

Officer’s Report 
National Commander – David Leighton asked for any comments on the 
conference. He thanked each Post he was able to visit for their hospital-
ity.  
Senior Vice Commander – Pete Hinz is working on next year’s confer-
ence. It will be in the Frederick, Hagerstown, Gettysburg area. 
Junior Vice Commander – Ted Shuey said his main focus will be work-
ing on membership. 
Southern Region Commander – Jimmy Kilbourne was not present. 
Maryland Region Commander – Howard Bond had no report. 
At-Large Region Commander – Edward Tolzman was not present. 
Finance – Tom Knight discussed the Statement of Activities and Bal-
ance Sheet were as of 1 October 2019. Brian Becker did an audit of the 
books and stated that as the Past Finance Officer, everything was in 
order. The prior accounts with BB&T have been closed and the money 
put in the accounts at Bank of America. 
National Executive Director/Membership – William Mund talked about 
the convention costs. The NED works closely with the NFO to try to 
keep the costs down. Our registration charge is low at $25. The amount 
that we charge for the meals does not cover the entire meal cost. The 
Souvenir Program Ads help to cover the costs. This will be his last re-
port as NED. His replacement will be Valerie Simmers. 

The membership report has been handed out to everyone. JRVC 
Shuey made some comments about membership. It’s difficult to keep  
new members. Many don’t stick around for another year. Mund will re-
main the Membership Chairman because the database is used to mail 
out the publications. There was some discussion of the Twenty-Niner 
and Chin Strap publications. Talk of Foreign members. Post 93 has 16 
new overseas members. Mund is trying to get them to send some arti-
cles from their point of view. 
Chaplain – Position Vacant. 
Service – Neil Ungerleider deferred until Futures Committee report. 
Surgeon – Dr. Howard Bond – No report.  
Welfare – J. Brian Becker talked about a Facebook scam. 
Historian – Joseph Balkoski was not present. 
Sergeant-at-Arms – Randall Beamer had no report. 
Property – Franklin Shilow had no report. 
Parliamentarian – Thomas Insley was not present. 
Judge Advocate – Houston Matney had no report. 

Committee Reports 
2020 National Convention – Senior Vice Commander Pete Hinz is look-
ing into the Gettysburg, Hagerstown, and Frederick triangle. He was 
surprised to find out there had been no convention in that area. A Get-
tysburg tour is something he will be looking into for the trip. Looking for 
ways to attract younger members and their family members to the con-

ference. Budget costs may increase next year for the conference. PNC 
Ginsburg asked do we need to increase cost so we can break even 
when we are trying to attract new members to the convention? NED 
Mund commented that the color ads for the Souvenir Program will con-
tinue. Charles Buddy Faulconer mentioned that we could look into cor-
porate sponsors to cover the cost of the dinners. 
Futures Committee/DVD – PNC David Ginsburg mentioned ongoing 
actions of the Futures Committee to include a new trifold brochure, the 
Recruiting Table, and traveling display, Documentary DVD, a targeted 
Facebook campaign, the Legacy Campaign, and the Armory Campaign. 
Discussion on new membership, website changes to include the Time-
line. Bernie Liswell suggested that we include current deployments on 
the Timeline. Neil Ungerleider made some comments about the rede-
signed  website. The website has undergone a tremendous update 
thanks to Neil Ungerleider and Jimmy Kilbourne at no cost to the associ-
ation. It is able to be translated into any language. Point of contacts for 
the Armory Campaign need to be identified to send the posters.  

Post 29 was started thanks to the involvement of TAG-VA MG Wil-
liams. Recruiting results for this year are 180 new members. We’re 
planning on having the Recruiting Table set up at the Annual Muster for 
the 116th Regiment. Family members are now actual members and not 
just associate members. There is a current disconnect between the By-
Laws and the Tri Fold. SRVC Hinz recommended that matter be tabled 
until the Governance Committee Report. Restaurant stands are still in 
the planning stage.  

The biggest issue is Post health. We are having difficulties getting 
members to be involved in Leadership positions. This is a key topic for 
the Post Commanders Workshop. PNC Ginsburg suggested a motion to 
allow Post to ask for money for recruiting. Becker mentioned that any 
Post can use the Grants fund for that. SRVC Hinz made the motion that 
Post can go to the Grants Committee for funds for recruiting of leader-
ship training. PNC Wisch seconded and was approved. 

Merchandise on the website will now have a photo and a link that will 
allow items to be added to a cart and paid through PayPal. Inventory 
management needs to be set up yet. PNC Wisch asked if we could add 
some new items. 
Grants Committee – No current request for awards other than the grad-
uates for WOCS and OCS that was started by PNC Hayden. Cdr Leigh-
ton is working with the VA School contacts. Richard Raymond men-
tioned the ROTC for VMI. NWO Becker mentioned to send him the re-
quest. 
Nominating Committee – PNC David Ginsburg read the names of the 
individuals who have been recommended for nomination for the elected 
offices. 

Old Business 
Future D-Day Normandy Representation – SRVC Pete Hinz recognized 
that we need a representative at Omaha Beach for every D-Day Anniver-
sary. We need to establish a better presence representing 29th Division. 
JRVC Ted Shuey mentioned that we could make it a recruiting event. We 
need to capture the enthusiasm that is already generated there. Neil Un-
gerleider stated that you can never overstate the gratitude of the French. 
JRVC Shuey mentioned that another idea they have been discussing is the 
idea for a museum. NJA Matney mentioned the need to establish a Post 
there in France. PNC Ginsburg brought to mind the fact that unless there 
are people willing to keep up the Post, adding a Post is not a good idea. 
This will be continued for a future NEC. 

 Minutes   

of the Business Meeting 

held on 12 October 2019 at the 

Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
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29th Division Dress Hats – NFO Knight mentioned order for 30 hats was 
received on September 17. The vendor requested an order of no less 
than 12 hats and the best time to order is during the winter. Hats are 
currently $40. PNC Ginsburg mentioned that this became an issue when 
PNC Hayden mentioned that the era for these hats has passed. The 
younger generation are more interested in the baseball hat. NFO Knight 
mentioned that now that we have resolved the issue of getting the hats 
we should keep the hats as they are. 
Governance Committee – SRVC Hinz had brought up at a previous 
NEC the need for a governance committee. The issue of the By-Laws 
on the website not matching the Tri-Fold. Bill Atherholt, Houston Mat-
ney, and SRVC Hinz will have an update by the January NEC meeting. 
Future Wreath Laying Events – SRVC Hinz discussed how June had so 
many events, that the Arlington Wreath Laying was one item that could 
be moved from the month of June. PNC Ginsburg mentioned that there 
was nothing done by the Association as a whole on D-Day. The idea is 
to have a wreath laying at Bedford on D-Day. Please send SRVC Hinz 
recommendations. 
Other Old Business – None. 

New Business 
MG Cota upgrade of DSC to MOH – MG (Ret) Carroll Childers gave a 
presentation on the attempt to upgrade MG Cota’s DSC to a MOH. He is 
seeking Congress and Senate support for the upgrade. The initial at-
tempt with over 40 pages of back up documentation was denied with no 
reason given for the denial. They are working on a second attempt and 
have 2 eyewitnesses and LT Jack Shea, MG Cota’s Aide, kept a journal 
that was turned into an after action report detailing the battle. Richard 
Raymond mentioned that there is the possibility of having 2 different 
awards for the same battle. MG Childers will look into that. PNC Gins-
burg asked if we could publish something in the Twenty-Niner asking for 
copies of letters from that time. Will Mund said if someone writes the 
story, he will publish it. The connection to West Point was also suggest-
ed to look into. Virginia has 2 LTC’s that are going to the Army War 
College, so they will be asked to use MG Cota as the subject for their 
paper required to be written. 

Charles Buddy Faulconer motioned that the 29th Division Association 
go on record to support the upgrade to MOH. PNC Ginsburg seconded 
the motion and the motion passed. 
Election of Officers – Adjutant Valerie Simmers read the ballot as 
follows:  

National Commander – Pete Hinz; National Senior Vice Commander 
– Ted Shuey; National Junior Vice Commander – Dick Snyder; National 
Finance Officer – Tom Knight; National Chaplain – William DeHaven; 
National Welfare Officer – J. Brian Becker; National Service Officer – Bill 
Bullock; National Surgeon – Dr. Howard Bond; National Historian – Joe 
Balkoski; National Judge Advocate – Houston Matney; National Parlia-
mentarian – Thomas Insley; National Sergeant-at-Arms – Randall 
Beamer; Futures Committee Chairperson – David Ginsburg; Southern 
Region Commander – Jimmy Kilbourne; Maryland Region Commander 
– Dr Howard Bond; At-Large Region Commander – David Ginsburg. 

Motion was made to approve the ballot by William Atherholt, It was 
seconded by NWO Becker and passed.  
Installation of Officers – The Installation of Officers will occur tonight 
during the banquet. 
Other New Business – SRVC Hinz gave thanks to Will Mund for his time 
as National Executive Director. PNC Leighton seconded that.  

Deaths, Sick & Distressed 
PNC Leighton mentioned the loss of PNC Bill King from this year’s 

convention due to health issues. PNC Wisch also mentioned the loss of 
Norman Duncan. NWO Becker mentioned that John Wilcox was also 
not able to attend. Jay Garrison spoke with PNC Don McKee. PNC 
Ginsburg and NED Will Mund mentioned PNC Bob and PNC Joe Mos-
cati. George Linthicum recognized Steve Melnikoff for being the oldest 
living member present. PNC Leighton also mentioned Chuck Neighbor. 

Good of the Association 
NED Mund and SRVC Hinz presented PNC Leighton with outgoing 

awards. NED Mund also presented a bottle of Champaign to Valerie 
Simmers. Post Commanders meeting scheduled immediately following 
the Business meeting. NED Mund explained the process for the as-
signed seating at the tables for the dinner tonight. 

Closing Ceremony and Adjournment 
With no further business, PNC Leighton began the closing ceremo-

nies. Bill De Haven gave the closing prayer. A final salute to the colors. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1405 hours. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

VALERIE E. SIMMERS 
Adjutant 

 Minutes   

of the NEC I Meeting 

held on 13 October 2019 at the 

Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront, Virginia Beach, Virginia 

The NEC I meeting was called to order at 1030 at the Wyndham, 
Virginia Beach, VA., following the Memorial Service by Commander 
Pete Hinz. 

Commander Hinz appointed the following officers for the year 2019
-2020: National Executive Director, Valerie E. Simmers.; Assistant to 
the National Executive Director, William S. Mund, Jr ; National Prop-
erty Officer, Franklin Shilow; Editor/Publisher “The Twenty-Niner”, 
William S. Mund, Jr.; Assistant Editor/Publisher “The Twenty-Niner”, 
Frank Armiger; National Parliamentarian, Thomas Insley; National 
Adjutant, Frank Armiger; and Editor “The Twenty-Niner” “Emeritus”, 
Donald McKee.  

The appointment of Valerie E. Simmers as National Executive 
Director will necessitate the addition of Valerie E. Simmers’ name to 

the official banking documentation of the 29 th Division Association 
and the removal of the name of William S. Mund, Jr.  

A motion was made to approve these appointments and was se-
conded. Motion was passed, and all appointees were approved. 

Commander Hinz then notified the NEC II meeting will be held 
January 23, 2020 at the Pikesville NCO Club starting at 9:00 am. 

A motion to close the meeting was made and seconded. The meet-
ing adjourned at 10:39. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
VALERIE E. SIMMERS 

Adjutant 
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Donald M. McKee 
Past National Commander — 1993–1994 

Donald M. McKee, Past National 
Commander and Past Editor of the 
Twenty-Niner newsletter passed away 
peacefully on 2 November 2019 at 
Washington Adventist Hospital just 2 
days short of his 96th birthday. 

PNC McKee, was born on 4 Novem-
ber 1923. A native of Kalamazoo MI, he 
originally intended to become an engi-
neer and enrolled in the University of 
Michigan. 

In 1943 he set these plans aside to 
serve his country, relinquishing his col-
lege deferment, in order to be drafted.  
McKee landed on Omaha Beach on 
June 7, 1944 with the 29th Division, E 
Company, 175th Infantry Regiment.  He 
was 20 years old, an army medic, who 
vividly remembers his service.  

In an interview with Chris Gosier pub-
lished in U.S. Legacies, Don comment-
ed: “I saw not only just wounded, some 
of these cases where guys would come 
in as replacements and in 2, 3 days-
time they’d be out of there. I mean 
they’d be hit, killed, wounded. You nev-
er really got to know them.” 

During his three months in Norman-
dy, McKee received two Purple 
Hearts. The first came in the bocage 
area where he was injured by a mor-
tar blast as the 29th Division headed 
towards Saint-Lô. 

As the division continued on to Brest, 
McKee was again hit by a mortar blast.  
This time he was evacuated to a hospi-
tal in Cardiff, Wales for several months 
of recuperation.  

In mid-December 1944, he was re-
turned to limited service and sent to an 
Army post office unit near Paris.  As 
the war in Europe drew to a close, 
McKee was redeployed to the Pacific 
Theater arriving in the Philippines just 
as the war was ending.  

He returned to the US in December 
1945 and took up his studies at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, earning a degree in 

chemical engineering and working as an 
environmental engineer for 38 years. 

In 1948, he married Virginia Helm. 
They had no children. She predeceased 
him in January of 2007. 

After his retirement, McKee became 
active with the 29th Division Association 
and served as National Commander 
during the 50th Anniversary commemo-
rations in Normandy. 

This was a major event for the Associ-
ation calling forth all of his organization-
al skills and introducing him to the Nor-
mans who were very grateful for his 
service both in 1944 and in 1994. 

PNC McKee spent many years work-
ing with PNC/Editor Al Ungerleider pub-
lishing the Twenty-Niner, the official 
publication of the 29th Division Associa-
tion, Inc. 

When PNC Ungerleider became ill, 
Don became the editor and worked on 
alone until 2009, when William Mund 
joined the association and was selected 
to assist Don as assistant editor. Don 
continued on as editor until 2013, when 
he stepped aside to let Mund take over 
as editor of the publication. 

In addition to the 29th Division Associ-

ation, Inc., PNC McKee was also in-
volved with Normandy Allies and sever-
al other organizations. 

Commander of Post 94, Jay Garrison, 
recalls that “when I was new to the As-
sociation I often went to Reunions and 
Wreath Laying ceremonies on my 
own. Don was always there to give me 
small tasks to do to help out. This was 
before my dad got more involved in the 
events.  

I always considered Don to be my 
"mentor" by way of showing me things 
that were going on "behind the scenes" 
at Arlington or wherever our next con-
vention was. I was honored to step up 
when he left as Commander of Post 94.  

Don was always very passionate 
about the Association, had endless en-
ergy and, as anyone who knew him 
might say, was not short on words when 
speaking publicly.  

I will miss our monthly brief phone 
calls but have many happy memories of 
being around him when he was doing 
what he loved to do which was to proud-
ly represent the best of the 29th and the 
Association.” 

On 16 November 2019, a 29th Divi-
sion Association Ritual and Final Salute 
was held at the Collins Funeral Home in 
Silver Spring, MD. 

The ceremony was attended by about 
65 people. Past National Chaplain Rev-
erend John Schildt conducted the ser-
vice.  

Comments were made by Post 94 
Commander Jay Garrison with remarks 
by Don’s niece Katie Harrelson and the 
reading of a speech that Don gave to 
the people of St. Lo in 1994 by Stepha-
nie Evers, a friend and neighbor. 

PNC McKee will be laid to rest next to 
his wife in Arlington National Cemetery 
on a date that has not yet been deter-
mined. 

 
The Editor 



 

 

PAGE 30 TWENTY-NINER NEWSLETTER AUTUMN / WINTER 2019 

Saint-Lô Grateful for Normandy Allies Fidelity: 21 Years! 
Mayor François Briére surprised Marsha Smith, president of 

Normandy Allies, during the town’s commemorations of the 75th 
anniversary of the liberation of Saint-Lô, July 18, 2019.    

From the very first Normandy Allies program in 1999, the group 
has been present for these annual commemorations—21 years 
of participation! Some years Normandy Allies has been the only 
American group present.   

In recognition of this, Mayor Briére presented the 75th An-
niversary Medallion of Saint-Lô to Marsha Smith during the 
July 18th commemorations.  Michael Yannaghas, Marsha’s 
colleague in Saint-Lô, had welcomed the group in the morn-
ing at La Madeleine and was an organizer for the afternoon 
commemorations.   

The Normandy Allies 2019 group of 30 included eleven stu-
dents and seven teachers. All students and teachers received 
financial support from donors.  Joseph Thomson, Army ROTC 
cadet at James Madison University, received the Post 94 
grant.  Joe’s uncle, George Thomson of 29th Division 116/A 
Company was killed in action on D-Day and is buried in Colle-
ville cemetery.   

All 30 participants were welcomed at the Wall of Remem-

brance and deeply moved by 
the ceremony there.  The 12-
day program also included 
visits in the British and Cana-
dian sectors as well as Oma-
ha Beach, Utah Beach, 
Pointe du Hoc, Brittany 
Amer i can  Cemete ry /St . 
James, Normandy American 
Cemetery/Colleville, Sainte-
Mère-Église, Chateau de 
Colombières, Trévières, and 
others.  The group enjoyed 
staying in Bayeux, a charm-
ing city offering great R&R at 
the end of each very full day. 

The next Normandy Allies 
program will be July 12-25, 
2020.  Financial support will be available for students and teach-
ers.  Contact Marsha Smith: normandyallies@verizon.net.  See 
you in Saint-Lô!  

Mayor Briére presents Saint-Lô 
medallion to Marsha Smith. 

——————————————————-——————————————————–——————————————-———————————————————————————————————— 

Normandy Allies: From the Landing Beaches to Saint-Lô 

July 12-25, 2020 
 

Normandy Allies welcomes your participation as we remember and honor the Allied Forces and 
 French citizens who participated in the 1944 Liberation of Normandy 

 
Team Leaders:  Marsha Smith, Al DeCarlo, Geert Van den Bogaert 
 
Phase I:  British and Canadian Sectors:  Caen Peace Memorial, Juno Beach, Canada House, Abbaye d’Ardenne, Pegasus 
Bridge and glider landing area, Arromanches Circular Theater and Mulberry Museum, Longues s/mer German Battery, 
Bayeux British Cemetery, and more… 
 
Phase II: American Sector:  Omaha Beach and the Normandy American Military Cemetery at Colleville s/mer, Brittany 
American Cemetery at St. James, Pointe du Hoc, Utah Beach and Museum, Graignes, La Fière, Sainte-Mère-Eglise and 
the Airborne Museum, Saint-Lô and bocage areas, Lebrec Cider Farm, LaCambe Cemetery, Chateau Colombières and 
the Ritchie Boys Musée, rue Captain Carter, Wall of Remembrance, Trevières… and more…. 
 
Lodging:  Hotel Churchill in Bayeux.  Visits to the Bayeux Tapestry & Cathedral and Mont St. Michel. Evenings open 
to enjoy the marvelous culture and cuisine of Normandy.   
 

Registration including Land Package, Air Connections, and Trip Insurance: 

Cathy Diercksen/EDU Trips P.O Box 19  Orangeburg NY  10962   email:  cathy@edutrips.com   

Toll Free: 1-866-824-2266 Local: 845-848-2767 Fax 914-500-2313 

 
Financial Support for Students and Teachers: 

Marsha Smith / Normandy Allies P.O. Box 1332    Pittsford NY 14534      email: normandyallies@verizon.net 
 

All information and registration links available on-line  
www.normandyallies.org/ournexttrip 

mailto:normandyallies@verizon.net
mailto:cathy@edutrips.com
mailto:normandyallies@verizon.net
http://www.normandyallies.org/ournexttrip
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MAILED 

Checks should be made payable to the 29th Division Association & mailed with orders to: National Property Officer, 29th 
Division Association, 403 Caledonia Avenue Baltimore, MD 21227- 4707, Phone — 410-242-1820.  You can now buy 29th 
merchandise using a credit card, debit card, or “PayPal” . Just go to our website at www.29thdivisionassociation.com and click 
on “Merchandise” and it will walk you through how to order merchandise using electronic payment. If you mail a check, mer-
chandise will not be mailed unless you have included the Postage and Handling fee. Those fees are automatically included on 

the website. 

http://www.29thdivisionassociation.com/


 

 

The Association is open to anyone who wants to keep the history and spirit of the 29th alive - soldiers who 
served in the 29th, currently serving soldiers, families of those who served, and anyone who wants to keep the 
29th alive. 
 

Full Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                              (Last)                                                                      (First)                                                                        (Middle) 

 

Postal Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                       (Number and Street)                                                      (City, State, Zip, Country) 

 

E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________  Telephone Number: _______________________________________ 

 

Did you serve in the 29th?  Please indicate what unit you served in: __________________________________________________ 

 

 

Post (optional) – please indicate if you have a preference on what Post you are assigned to: _______________________ 

 

I want to join the 29th Division Association and help keep the history of the 29th Division alive.  The $12 dues 
includes the National Membership, the monthly Chin Strap and the Twenty-Niner newsletter three times a year. 

 

29th Division Association, Inc 
5 Shore Drive 
North East, MD  21901-3327 

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 1262 

Baltimore, MD 

Applications and payments can be completed online or mailed to our National Headquarters address below. If you do not choose a post, 
one will be assigned for you based on your current or former unit or your home address. Dues vary from post to post but a check for 
$12.00 made payable to the 29th Division Association will suffice. You may also make application and pay dues at our National web site: 
www.29thdivisionassociation.com. 

National Headquarters, 29th Division Association, 5 Shore Drive, North East, MD  21901 -3327 

MD Post 1-72  Baltimore, MD  VA Post 64  Roanoke, VA  MD Post 94 Silver Spring, MD 

FL Post 2  Sarasota, FL  MD Post 78  Frederick, MD  MD Post 110 Pikesville, MD 

VA Post 5  Norfolk, VA  MD Post 85  Northeastern, MD  VA Post 116 Staunton, VA 

VA Post 29  Richmond, VA  MD Post 88  Eastern Shore, DE & MD  PA Post 175 Pennsylvania 

MD Post 48  Westminster, MD  NE Post 93  New England  MD Post 729 Waynesboro, PA 

http://www.29thdivisionassociation.com

