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Post Reports

Maryland Region
Commander: Jon Black

It has been an honor to have commanded the Maryland Region of the 29t Division Association for the past two years
starting as the Jr. Vice Commander years ago. The Region has blossomed and the guidance from PNC Ginsburg and Hinz
have helped me on this journey leading the Region. | cannot go without expressing my greatest gratitude to my mentor Ber-
nie Liswell and Region Adjutant Will Mund who had the greatest challenge the last two years keeping me on the right path.
The years working as a Region Leader have prepared me for my future adventure as the incoming National Commander in
the fall.

| will take this summer and prepare myself for the next two years in developing strategy to achieve my goals for the asso-
ciation. In addition to supporting the Division in all aspects as deployment nears for these young 29ers who carry the torch
today. Next Maryland Region meeting is 11 May 2026.

Yours in service,

Jon D. Black, Region Commander
cdrb2115@comcast.net

Cresap’s Rifles Post 78, Frederick, MD
Maryland Region
Commander: Pete Hinz

Post 78 held a business meeting in March and a social meeting in April, the quarterly social gathering held at American
Legion Francis Scott Key Post 11. The next Post 78 meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 13, at 6:30 p.m. at the Tal-
ley Recreation Center (the old Armory in downtown Frederick).

Post 78 will be placing 29th Division flags on graves of 29ers throughout Frederick for Memorial Day. On Satur-
day, May 16th, (Weather permitting) Post 78 will be placing 29th Division flags on the 29er's graves at Mt. Olivet Cemetery in
Frederick ahead of the Memorial Day weekend. We are in need of volunteers to help place flags on the graves. We have sec-
tion maps of the cemetery and the 29er's graves are highlighted on the map with their names. Please pass the word along. If
you would like to volunteer, contact our Post Adjutant - we will provide directions and the meeting time.

Post 78 Float in the 2026 Sharpsburg Memorial Day Parade. We encourage you to mark your calendar and come out
and join us on our float. The parade will be held on Saturday, May 23, 2026 at 2:00pm through Sharpsburg. We meet at the
parking lot across from the Antietam National Cemetery no later than 12:00pm. We need to be in the lineup by 1:00pm. Con-
tact the Post Adjutant if you plan to participate.

Welfare: No report for Post/Association members; several Post members had family member losses or iliness. Please
send any welfare information or updates to Patti Humphreys at Pahumphreys@outlook.com.

Post information and activities can be found on its Facebook Page, “29th Division Association Post 78.”
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Dues for Post 78 are $12 a year. Please make check payable to: Post 78 and mail to: Cresap’s Rifles, Post 78, P.O. Box
1882, Frederick, MD 21702-0882. Any questions about dues that are reported as not paid, please email Patti Humphreys
Pahumphreys@outlook.com.

.Kelly Toms,, Adjutant
kjt063@gmail.com

Eder-George Post 85, North East, MD
Maryland Region
Commander: Valerie Simmers

Greetings to all from the members of Eder-George Post 85!! Wishing you all a Happy New Year!!

We are saddened by the loss of our comrades Wally Mueller from Aviation Brigade and Howard Bond’s wife June Bond.
Both passed away on March 5th. You both will be missed!

Our next meeting will be May 6, 2026. \We will be meeting at the North East VFW. The meeting will start at 10am. Keep in
mind, if Harford or Cecil County schools are canceled due to inclement weather, there will be no meeting.

We are hoping to get some new members interested in joining our Honor Guard, please let me know if you might be inter-
ested. Our current members are looking for some younger members to be able to carry on the tradition. We have made the
decision to greatly reduce the opportunities for our Honor Guard. Unless we get new members for the Honor Guard, we will
be holding 3 events each year. The next one will be Memorial Day. If more information is requested, please contact me.

Our Honor Guard will be participating in the Memorial Day Service at the North East VFW. The service will start at 1pm.
Our next 2 events will be July 3rd. We will be at Cecil Woods at noon and later that evening for the Salute to the Veterans
Event in the North East Park.

Stay healthy and safe as possible. The next meetings will be May 6, June 3, and July 1, 2026.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.

Valerie Simmers, Commander/Adjutant
vhawk0926@gmail.com

Eastern Shore Post 88, Cambridge, MD
Maryland Region
Commander: Christopher Larkin

Greetings from Delmarva,

The next meeting of the Eastern Shore Post 88 of the 29th Division Association will be held on Monday, 8 June at
Portside in Cambridge.

Members, spouses, and guests are encouraged to attend for an afternoon of fellowship, good food, and discussion about
upcoming association activities.

As always, the gathering will provide an opportunity for old friends to reconnect, welcome new members, and continue
strengthening the ties that bind together generations of Soldiers who served under the Blue and Gray patch. Members are
also reminded that 2026 dues remain payable. Staying current with dues helps Post 88 continue supporting meetings, memo-
rial activities, historical preservation efforts, and events that honor the service and sacrifice of our veterans.

As we gather in June, it is also fitting to remember the actions of the 29th Infantry Division on 6 June 1944 during the as-
sault on Omaha Beach. Landing in sectors such as Dog Green, Dog White, and Easy Green, Soldiers of the division faced
intense enemy fire, rough surf, obstacles, and heavily fortified German positions. Units such as the 116th Infantry Regiment
suffered severe casualties during the opening hours of the invasion, yet small groups of Soldiers continued pushing forward
up the bluffs and through the draws overlooking the beach.

By the end of D-Day, the division had established positions inland despite the tremendous cost. The actions of the 29th
Division on Omaha Beach helped secure the Allied foothold in Normandy and paved the way for the liberation of France and
Western Europe.

The courage and sacrifice displayed by those Soldiers on D-Day remain an enduring example of duty, perseverance, and
service before self. Their legacy lives on through the veterans, families, and supporters who continue to gather under the ban-
ner of the 29th Division Association.

We look forward to seeing everyone at Portside on 8 June.

Physical mailers will be sent out mid-May - when received, Post members should RSVP for attendance.
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Dues for Post 88 are $12 a year and $5 for Auxiliary members. Please make check payable to Post 88 and mail to: Bernie
Liswell, 24690 Pealiquor Road, Denton, MD 21629-2301.
Christopher Larkin, Commander
cf.lark@protonmail.com

Harmon-Richardson Post 64, Roanoke, VA
Southern Region
Commander: Jeff Banik

After our usual 2-month hiatus for winter, Post 64 resumed meeting in March. The annual reunion was discussed, includ-
ing the availability of a bus to transport us to and from Valley Forge at a cost of $100 per person.

We welcomed a new member at both the March and April meetings: James “Vic” Fisher and Sonny Reed.

Chaplain Dick Raymond brought up the need for a new Post flag due to our name change last year. He had already re-
searched fabric and a seamstress and created a design. The membership voted unanimously to go ahead with the project,
and payment of the costs was guaranteed by our newest member, Sonny Reed.

It was also decided that this year's fundraiser would be a raffle of Kroger gift cards. Tickets will be ready to distribute at
the May meeting.

Memorial Day activities include a service to honor veterans, first responders and front liners at Andrew Chapel UMC in
Buchanan on May 24th. Special guest Rev. Dr. Dale C. White, US Navy Captain, CHC, (Ret.).

Also, on Memorial Day, the Roanoke Valley Veterans Council will lay a wreath as a part of the Roanoke City tribute at
Freedom Plaza, downtown Roanoke.

Finally, AUSA will be celebrating the 251st birthday of the US Army and Flag Day at the Roanoke Hotel and Conference
Center, Roanoke, VA on Saturday, June 13, 2026. Registration is required.

If you have not already paid your dues, please make a check payable to Post 64 and mail it to Dean Jones, 931 West
Point Rd, Salem, VA 24153.

Our next monthly meeting will be Wednesday, May 6 at Famous Anthony’s, Challenger Ave, Roanoke, VA.

As a reminder, if you have not yet paid your dues, dues for Post 64 are $20 a year. Please make check payable to: Post
64 and mail to: Dean Jones, 931 West Point Road, Salem, VA 24153-2727. Please let Dean know if there have been any
changes to your contact information so you can continue to receive information from us.

Jeff Banik, Commander,
Jjeffbanik@gmail.com

Silver Spring Post 94, Silver Spring, MD
Maryland Region
Commander: Jay Garrison
Greetings to all Post 94 Members! Post 94 member Robert Dees made a donation to Post 94, in honor of his father 1LT
Denzel E. Dees, K/3/116. We thank Mr. Dees for his donation to the post.
Donations to Post 94 are encouraged. Please make check payable to: Silver Spring Post 94 and mail to: William Mund,
441 Chalfonte Drive, Baltimore, MD 21228-4017.
Jay Garrison, Commander,
clgarrison@verizon.net, 703.303.2150

Jerome L. Day Post 48, Westminster, MD
Maryland Region
Commander: Richard Stem
Last month we had a fairly short meeting. We are having a 100 Year Old Birthday celebration for Comrade Junior Fisher on
May 2, 2026.1t will be held at the American Legion Post #31 in Westminster from 2:00 PM until 5:00 PM. Everyone is invited.
There has been some talk about getting in the Memorial Day Parade in Westminster. The next meeting will be May 28,
this will be the nomination of officers. The June meeting will be June 25, this will be election of officers. All meetings start at
7:00 PM and are held at the American Legion Post #31. Come on out.
Annual dues are due. $15 a year can be paid in person at our next meeting or mailed to: PO Box 1564, Westminster,
MD. 21158. Please make check payable to: Jerome L. Day, Post 48.
Richard Stem, Commander
Command40@comcast.net


mailto:cf.lark@protonmail.com
mailto:jeffbanik@gmail.com

MAY / JUNE 2026

Larkspur Post 110, Pikesville, MD
Maryland Region
Commander: PNC David Ginsburg

Hope everyone is enjoying the spring, summer, winter and fall weather all wrapped into one!

The Post had its hybrid meeting in March, with both members attending in person and on zoom. Our future meetings will
have both capabilities as well. | will send out the login information a few days before each meeting but please try to make the
meetings if possible.

Larkspur Post and the entire 110th and Pikesville Armory community mourns the passing of PNC Joe Zang. Joe was a
fixture at the 110th FA, the Post and the entire Maryland National Guard for a generation and of course in the 29th Division
Association. He passed from a fight with Parkinsons and as Joe Balkoski summarized, “A true gentleman” Our thoughts go
out to Shirley and the entire family.

There will be a funeral at Garrison Forest Veteran's Cemetery on May 1st and more details will be emailed out shortly as
they become known. There will be a memory of life reception for Joe at the Pikesville NCO Club following the funeral — again
with more details to follow.

Next Meeting — The Post will have its next meeting on Wednesday, May 13th at 11am at the Pikesville NCO Club,
there will be a zoom link which will be sent out shortly.

Next Event — There will be a D-Day Ceremony at the Pikesville Armory 29th Division Memorial at 10am on June 6th. The
address is 640 Reisterstown Road, Pikesville, MD 20208. There will be a talk by Joseph Balkoski immediately following the
ceremony in the NCO Club on Maryland and the beginning of the American Revolution. The entire event is free and open to
the public and refreshments will be served.

Future Meetings — there will be no meetings in June or July.

PNC David Ginsburg, Commander
dginzu@gmail.com

Stonewall Post 116, Staunton, VA
Southern Region
Commander: Barent Parslow

The Post met on Tuesday 3rd of March and 7th of April @1800 for our traditional FREE PIZZZA and BYOB meeting format
with some Association and Post business thrown in. There is a lot of talk in our crew about attending the Reunion/Conference
in September this year. We will have some new attendees for sure!

We will be back at it on the 5th of May and the 2nd of June 2026! We will meet for some needed fellowship and a little
Post business. Be there or be square. Join us at 1800 as always, the FREE PIZZA and BYOB beverages are always a big hit.

Post 116 meetings are held at 1800hrs every FIRST TUESDAY of EACH month at the 29th Division Museum in Verona, VA.

REUNION!!!
107th 29th Division Association Reunion and Conference in Valley Forge, PA.
17 to 20 September 2026!
Hotel Registration link is now on the 29th Division Association Facebook page.
Full Conference Information is on the Association Website
and the mail-in registration form can be downloaded now!

“*The next 116th Regiment Muster will be held on Saturday, 7 November 2026! SAVE THE DATE!

Information and Registration will be posted on Facebook and the Museum website in September 2026

POST EMAIL ADDRESS: post116hgs@gmail.com

Check our Facebook pages and websites to confirm if these meetings below will be occurring or not!

**FUTURE POST 116 MEETINGS*** Tuesday May 5th @1800, Pizza Night and BYOB; AND Tuesday June 2nd @1800,
Pizza Night and BYOB. See you at the 29th Division Museum! Check our Facebook Page!
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The Winchester 3-116th veteran’s group is meeting at the GOLDEN CORRAL in Winchester, VA for breakfast. Meetings
are on the second Monday of each month @0900. Next meetings will be on May 11th and June 8th 2026.
ANY Post 116 Member, former Stonewaller, or 29er, is invited, welcome, and encouraged to attend any of these events!
Dues for Post 116 are $12 a year. Please make check payable to: Post 116 and mail to: Post 116, 566 Lee Highway, Ve-
rona, VA 24482

Jimmy Kilbourne, Finance Officer
post116hqs@gmail.com

Florida West Post 2, Sarasota, FL
At-Large Region
Commander & Finance Officer: Sean Malloy

Florida West Post 2 will be taking our routine Summer Break after our last meeting on 16 May 2026 (Armed Forces Day). It
has been tradition for many years at Post 2 to take this hiatus (June-August) to escape the dangerous heat here. We will re-
sume back at our regular meeting place at the Bradenton Red Lobster on 19 September.

We recently received the sad news that our friend and former Post 2-member, Brigadier General Joseph Zang had passed
away. We were always honored to have him with us during “snowbird season.” He and his wife Shirley enjoyed the camara-
derie with other Post 2 members while enjoying a nice lunch. | am personally grateful for his assistance in helping two of our
members receive the French Legion of Honor Medal. | am also very grateful for his advice and financial assistance during the
planning process of the 29th Division Monument in Sarasota. We will miss him greatly. We are also saddened by the recent
loss of Richard Mosier, Korean War Veteran who lived in Sarasota and was a long-standing member of Post 2. We saluted
these two great soldiers at our last meeting on 18 April in Bradenton.

| recently received a nice letter from Post 2 member Tony Paradiso who lives in Ohio.
He stated that he would like a Chin Strap shout out to his Uncle Sgt. Anthony J. Paradiso
who was killed in action while fighting on D-Day. Tony and his wife DeAnn visited the
gravesites of their uncles who are interred in Margraten and Espinal Cemeteries respec-
tively. They both met up with the French families who volunteer to take care of the grave
sites of American soldiers. This is a common practice by the French people who so hon-
or our American heroes that they have developed an “adoption” program to deliver flow-
ers and clean the grave sites, maintaining this hallowed ground.

During the Summer break from Post activities, | will be sending out letters and making
calls to our listed members ascertaining who is still active and who is still receiving the Chin
Strap. | will also be asking for a donation to help celebrate America’s 250th Birthday. | will
keep this campaign open all year and will present a check to the 29th Division Association
helping to fund their ongoing activities. If we can continue to grow into the future, we can
help the next generation understand what the defense of our freedom means. From the fight
from tyranny in 1776 to defending our homeland and neighboring countries in 2026, this
history must be taught and preserved. That is our goal. Please help us if you can!

¢ ; pus T Tony Paradiso (nephew of Sgt. Anthony
The Post 2 notes will continue throughout the Summer and will highlight past mem- J. Paradiso, 116th, 29th ID, KIA WWII

bers who have made their mark in the 29th Infantry Division. We will honor them still! Normandy) with wife DeAnn visiting
Thank you very much for your loyalty to Florida West Posr 2. Have a nice Summer! ~ Epinal American Cemetery, Epinal,
Next meeting: The Celtic Ray, Punta Gorda, Florida 16 May @ 12pm France to honor her uncle John E.

Dues are still § 12 per year. Donations to our Post in honor of America 250 can be sent Frederick, 30th Infantry.

to: Sean Malloy, Florida West Post 2, 524 Rio DeJaneiro Avenue, Punta Gorda, Fl. 33983
Sean P. Malloy, Commander
sean.malloy@rocketmail.com

The Online Store is still open for business!! Go to:
https://29thdivisionassociation.itemorder.com/shop/home/
to shop for 29th Division Association Merchandise.
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Chin Strap Supporters

We have received financial support for the Chin Strap from the individuals listed below in the last 2 months. Thanks
to those of you who have helped by providing your monetary support as well as the kind words. Both are deeply appre-
ciated. Please continue to contribute so we may continue to provide you a quality newsletter.

Snyder, PNC Richard, Post 110
Cundy, Donald C., Post 94, In memory of Harry C. Cundy and Charles Maupin, 175th Infantry.
Prazenica, William, Post 94, In memory of his father Staff Sergeant Albert J. Prazenica, HHB/227FA

All donations are greatly appreciated. Checks for contributions to the Chin Strap should be made payable to the:
Maryland Region—29th Division Association, Inc. and mailed to: William Mund, 441 Chalfonte Drive, Baltimore,
MD 21228-4017.

The Chin Strap is published by the Maryland Region for all members of the 29th Division Association, Inc.
Comments may be forwarded to William S. Mund, Jr., at the email address that is listed below. Deadline for
copy is the 17th of every even numbered month for the following odd numbered month’s issue.

Commander Jon Black  cdrb2115@comcast.net
Vice Commander Bernie Liswell liswell@live.com

Finance Officer Valerie Simmers  vhawk0926@gmail.com
Adjutant & Editor, Chin Strap William Mund  duster197329@gmail.com

The Preamble

To perpetuate the friendships we cherish;
to keep alive the spirit that never knew
defeat; to glorify our dead; and to further
keep before our country the record
of the 29th Division in all the wars;
we associate ourselves in an organization
known as the 29th Division Association.

29 Let’s Go!

— —
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107th Annual Reunion of the 29th Division Association — Light Fighters Unite!

(Current as of 11 FEB 2026 — Subject to Minor Changes)
Wednesday 16 September 2026 — Advance Party/NEC

1300 - 1700
1800 - 2300

Thursday 17 September 2026 — Bus and Early Arrivals

0800 - 1500
1500 - 1700
1500 - 2100
1600 — 2300

YourAlarm - 0900
0730 - 0900
0900 - 1000
1000 - 1100
1110 - 1200
1200 - 1300
1300 - 1730
1730 — 1830
1900 - 2100
2100 - 2300

Your Alarm- 0900
0730 - 0900
0900 - 1100
1100- 1130
1130 — 1300
1400 — 1630
1700 — 1800
1800 — 2100
2100 - 2300

Your Alarm- 0900
0900 - 1030

Valley Forge/King of Prussia, PA

Advance Party — Setup Registration/Hospitality
Hospitality Room

Bus leaves Roanoke, thru Frederick, Pikesville
NEC IV (Called Meeting, In Person)

Reunion Registration

Hospitality Room

Friday 18 September 2026

Breakfast (On Your Own)

Reunion Registration

Seminar A & B—

SeminarB & A—

Bus Transport to Philadelphia City Center
Lunch On Your Own

Liberty Bell, Franklin House, Independence Hall
Bus Transport to Hotel

Reception — Heavy Hors d’oeuvres/Cash Bar
Hospitality Room

Saturday 19 September 2026

Full Breakfast Buffet (Included)

Reunion Registration

Annual Business Meeting

NEC | Meeting

Tour Medal of Honor Grove and PicnicLunch
Tour of Valley Forge Encampment

Happy Hour Reception and Cash Bar
Annual Reunion Banquet Buffet & Speaker
Hospitality Room

Sunday 20 September 2026

Breakfast (On Your Own)
Annual Memorial Service

Check out of Hotel; See You Next Year!

Suite 1405
Suite 1405

Bus Company
Ball Room (North)
Suite 1405

Suite 1405

Valley Forge Area
Suite 1405

Ball Room (North)
Ball Room (South)
Enroute

Gino’s, Etc.
Philadelphia
Enroute

Ball Room (South)
Suite 1405

Ball Room (South)
Suite 1405

Ball Room (North)
Ball Room (North)
Valley Forge
Valley Forge

Ball Room (South)
Ball Room (South)
Suite 1405

Valley Forge Area
Ball Room (North)
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107th Annual Reunion and Convention Valley Forge, PA
September 17th—20th, 2026: Light Fighters Unite!
ADVANCE REGISTRATION FORM
Please print and make your reservation early.

Name: Unit: Post:

Name: Unit: Post:

Enclose separate sheet for more names.
Please select the events you plan to attend.
EACH GUEST MUST PAY A REGISTRATION FEE! PRICE INCREASE AFTER 15 MAY

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone: Email:

More ways to participate! Choose the day(s)/event that fit your schedule or budget. Come
for the weekend, or just Friday, or Saturday. All registrations INCLUDE unlimited hospitality
room visits for food and drinks, open or cash bar during dinner events. Reunion souvenir
gift bag and program, attendance at reunion seminars and business meetings for the regis-
tration period you choose (except Friday Reception and Saturday Banquet event only).

FULL EVENT Registration: Includes Gift Bag with Pro-

gram book and souvenirs, Hospitality Room daily, Philly = #
Bus Tour, Friday Night Reception and Bar, Saturday
Breakfast, Business Session + Seminars, Banquet Din-

ner Buffet and Bar. $185 each guest.

Valley Forge Bus Tour With Park Guide (52 Max) #
OR: If You Can Only Attend One Day or One Event:

Friday ALL DAY ONLY Registration: Includes Gift Bag

with Program book and souvenirs, Philly Bus Tour, Semi- . #:
nars, Hospitality Room, Friday Night full Reception and

Bar. $90 each guest.

Friday Night RECEPTION ONLY: No daily events, Gift
Bag with Program book and souvenirs, Hospitality Room, . #
Friday Night full Reception and Bar. $75 each guest.

Saturday ALL DAY ONLY Registration: Includes Gift
Bag with Program book and souvenirs, NO BREAK-
FAST, Hospitality Room, Business Session, Coffee
Break, Banquet Dinner Buffet and Bar. $100 each guest.

Saturday Evening BANQUET ONLY Registration: No

daily events, Gift Bag, Saturday Evening Banquet Dinner . #
Buffet, Cash Bar. Hospitality Room After Banquet, $90

each guest.

(x) $5.00=§

_ (x)$0000= $__

_ (X$18500= §_

_ (x)¢7500= $__

#: (x) $100.00= $

(x) $90.00= §$

Grand total:

Make checks payable to: 29th Division Association, Inc. and mail to:
NFO Richard Carr, 311 Diamond Road, Salem, VA 24153

The cost of meals and trips cancelled prior to the cut-off date will be refunded. Due to contractual agree-
ments with providers and caterers, cancellations made after the cut-off date will be non-refundable.

Any questions, contact (540) 248-0116 or email: post116hgs@gmail.com
CUT-OFF DATE FOR REGISTRATIONS IS September 1, 2026

IF YOU NEED
BUS TRANSPORT
TO THE REUNION

Bus Transportation, Round
Trip with luggage: Bus will
travel on Thursday morning
(about 8 or 9 AM) 17 Septem-
ber from Roanoke, VA to Fred-
erick, MD arriving midday for
pickup; then on to Pikesville
Armory for pickup; last stop at
the Reunion, and return in re-
verse order on Sunday 20
September. We will inform
each bus rider with the exact
schedule prior to the Reunion
once the seats are reserved.

Roanoke and Return:
$100 each seat

Frederick, MD and Return:
$60 each seat

Pikesville, MD and Return:
$40 each seat

Please add your cost for the
bus transport to the Grand To-
tal on the registration form.
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THE 29TH DIVISION ASSOCIATION
September 17—September 20, 2026
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania

(*a"n"(

107th Annual National
Convention & Reunion
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Information on ads for the Souvenir Program Book
Full Color Page ad is:  $250

Full B/W Page ad is:  $125

1/2 Page B/W ad is: $80
1/4 Page B/W ad is: $50
1/8 Page B/W ad is: $35

Patron names page 1s $5.00 per name or group.

Checks made payable to the 29th Division Association
for the book must be sent to:

NFO Richard Carr
311 Diamond Road
Salem, VA 24153

Ad copy must be sent to
Jimmy Kilbourne at: 116thdirector@gmail.com

Cut-off date for the Souvenir Program Book is:
1 August 2026
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